
Isle of Wight Deanery and Deanery Synod Report  
 
For the Isle of Wight Deanery, and with it the Deanery Synod, 2019 was the year that 
saw the appointment of Archdeacon Peter Leonard and our Area Dean Amanda 
Collinson, and with those new appointments new impetus for the wide-ranging 
structural changes in the Church on the Island which the Deanery Synod widely 
believes are necessary. However this process has been made more difficult by the high 
number of clergy vacancies on the Island, a problem which has intensified during 2020, 
now that the Diocese has announced an almost complete freeze on new appointments 
in the wake of the severe financial difficulties it faces as a result of the COVID 
pandemic. 
 
The Diocese was however able to implement, with a number of charges, the proposals 
for pastoral reorganisation in the Newport area which were originally put forward in the 
latter part of 2018. No-one would claim that the consultations and subsequent 
implementation were either comfortable or smooth, and a number of issues relating to 
the running of the new combined Newport and Carisbrooke parish remain to be 
resolved. The principal lesson learned from the process is that parishes need to be 
informed and involved from the very outset when pastoral change is proposed, and that 
they need to have a substantial say in determining the shape that new proposals 
should take. 
 
While the regular work of the Synod and the Deanery Council continued in 2019, 
subsequent events have overtaken much of it, and there is little point in reporting on it 
in detail. 
 
David Bennison 
 
  
 "The Bridge" Report  
In 2019 the Bridge remained a very important part of our parish outreach, as perhaps 
the most visible sign of church life to many Wootton residents. We continued to be told 
that it is enjoyed and looked forward to. And the operating surplus of nearly £4,109 in 
2019 (compared with £4,685 in 2018), as recorded in the PCC accounts, continued to 
represent a significant contribution to the finances of the parish. 
 
2019 was also the last year in which Trevor and Lesley Wheeler were involved with the 
magazine, and we acknowledge our continuing gratitude to them for all they contributed 
during 12 years of such valuable service. We are most grateful to Warwick Hammerton 
(editorial and layout) and David Chambers (advertising), who have taken on the work 
formerly done by Trevor and Lesley. 
 
Sadly, COVID restrictions made it impossible to produce a paper edition of The Bridge 
after March 2020, though online editions have been produced more or less as planned. 
We remain uncertain as to when (or indeed whether) we can resume normal 
publication. 
 
David Bennison 


