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For a list of October Wootton Parish Services, please see Page 5

WORSHIP BEHIND THE MASK

Back in 2017, in an article like this one, I wrote the following:
“In case you hadn’t noticed, regular church services continue in Wootton, as they have for
a thousand years or more. Of course, the services themselves are not like those of a thousand
(or even fifty) years ago; the Church, surprisingly perhaps, moves with the times. What does
not change is that human beings always need spiritual renewal and refreshment. It is often
easier to find those things in the company of others rather than on our own. The Church is
a household of faith, and every-
one in it, whether they have
been coming all their lives or
are with us for the very first
time, is of equal value and
equally loved.”
I could not have known how
prophetic those words would
prove to be. By now it is just
trite to say that we are living in
unprecedented times and have
to adapt to the “new normal”
(whatever that might be). But
being trite doesn’t stop it also
being true. And churches,
including our churches here in
Wootton, are having to adapt
even more than most other
organisations.
Is it a welcoming thing to do to insist that, before you come to a service, you have to go to
our web site or call us to book first? Can we feel in company with others at the service when
we are sat on widely spread out chairs, wearing face coverings, and assiduously practising
social distancing? Well, surprise, surprise, yes, we can. Partly it’s because, without these mea-
sures there would be no church service, and we wouldn’t be meeting at all. But mostly it’s
because we are all equally bound by the rules, which we observe in the interests of everyone,
and this can be seen as a sign that we are all indeed equally loved by God and equally bound
to love each other.
Sadly, social distancing limits the number of people we can accommodate at our services. But
we can of course allow members of the same family group to sit together, and we are happy
to rearrange the seating accordingly.  We are also offering priority booking for families with
children at our Brunch Service on the first Sunday of the month. So don’t be shy. Do sign up
(from the link on the home page of this web site) for one or more of our services on Sundays
and Wednesdays, to discover that worshipping from behind the mask is not as alien or intim-
idating as you perhaps thought it might be.

David Bennison



Brannons
Community Tea Room
Open Monday-Friday 10am-2pm 

for hot and cold drinks, sandwiches,
savouries, cream teas and

home-baked cakes.
BRANNON WAY

WOOTTON BRIDGE
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ROOFING
AND

BUILDING
Tel: Richard

(01983) 611422
Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. -
Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and

Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

COMMUNITY SPIRITED
Home Help and Support Services

— CQC Registered — Personal Care
From cleaning, shopping, cooking and outings to
handyman jobs, gardening and beauty therapies.

Call NOW for a free information pack.
Serving the local community since 2007.

Call 296592 or 07747 046202

CIPHE
Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS

and TILING
Telephone: 612611

Mobile: 07774 892712

Steven CHAPPLE

WOOTTON BRIDGE COMMUNITY
CENTRE & SOCIAL CLUB

Large Function Hall and Kitchen for
hire at very reasonable prices.

• Fully licensed bar •
We hold numerous community

clubs and activities.
There’s, something for everyone!
E-mail: wbca@talktalkbusiness.net
Telephone: 01983884820
Stewards number:
Ron 07487 654265

EDMÚND KING AND MARTYR (Part 1)
NOTE-This story is usually popular with visitors to Saint Edmund’s
especially with children. I think they like the gruesome aspect.
The window behind the Rectors chair tells the story.
DMG

Edmund King and martyr was King of East Anglia, and for many
years until returning crusaders discovered Saint George, was effec-
tively Patron Saint of England. 
When King Offa succeeded to the throne of East Anglia towards the
end of the 8th century his kingdom had, with one exception, been
ruled by Christian kings for some 400 years. Towards the end of his
long and wise reign of sixty-one years he became anxious concern-
ing the succession, as his only son Fremunde ~ renounced the world
and became a hermit. He prayed to God for guidance and decided
to undertake a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, a perilous journey in
those days, to seek in the holy places an answer to his prayer.
On the journey he stayed at Nuremberg, in the court of his cousin
Alkmund, of Saxony. It was there that he first saw Edmund,

Alkmund's son, then probably thirteen
years old. During his sojourn in Saxony,
King Offa was greatly attracted by the
appearance and qualities of the young
prince who, as well as being a keen
sportsman, was a devoted Christian.
The more he saw of him, the more sure
he felt he had been led by God to this
boy who seemed so well fitted to be his
heir. Before continuing his pilgrimage he
placed a gold ring on Edmund's hand
and told him that if it were God's will it
might some day bring an even greater
gift, a trust which he must never betray.
So Offa went on to the Holy Land and at
all the holy places prayed that God
would give Edmund to his country as
their King. The journey proved too much
and on the way home he fell ill, and
knowing that death was not far away he
called his followers together and told
them of his choice of Edmund to be his
heir and bade them carry his message
to his people and to the young prince to
whom he sent his own coronation ring.
So he died in peace, knowing that his

kingdom would be in good hands.
His people mourned the death of Offa and wondered about his suc-
cessor some doubting whether they wanted to welcome a mere lad
from another land to be their King. But great crowds lined the cliffs
at Hunstanton to catch a glimpse of him on that day in the year 855
when he was due to land.

Continued in the next edition
Doreen Gazey



Wootton Primary is the place to be!

It is great to be back! 
With many children missing almost half a year at
school during lockdown, returning in September has
been so positive and exciting for the whole school
community. Not only are we delighted that all chil-
dren are back but our school has begun a very excit-
ing facelift! The Department for Education has
released funds to several schools on the Island, where
buildings really needed updating and renovating,
and we are so fortunate to be one of them! It is going
to be an interesting journey with some children mov-
ing into temporary classrooms for a while but with the thought of new
rooms, new roof, toilets and windows and a cookery room being just
some of the things, I am sure you will appreciate how excited we are!
Please keep an eye on our school website where we are planning to give
everyone an update as work progresses but here are a few pictures of
work happening now!
If you would like to be involved with your local Primary school and

have a little time spare, the school are looking to recruit some new gov-
ernors again. Being governor can be a rewarding way to be involved in
your local school.  The most important qualities for being a governor
are enthusiasm, commitment and an interest in education. You don’t
need teaching experience, as it’s useful to bring skills from other areas of
your life. You will need to attend a governors' meeting each half term.
You’ll also be expected to support and monitor a specific area such as
the curriculum, finance or buildings. You’ll need to be able to work well
in a team, as you’ll be making joint decisions on policies.  You will also
be involved in decisions about all aspects of managing the school – such
as running buildings and budgets, supporting staff and setting standards
of school discipline. Governors also help to make big decisions about the
school’s long-term goals, support myself as the Headteacher, but also ask
questions and make sure that I am taking the school in the right direc-
tion. Being a governor is a busy role but so fulfilling. If this interests you
and you would like to find out more information, please get in touch
with the school for a chat and we can give you more information.  We
look forward to hearing from you.

Mrs Wilford
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News from Wootton
Community Primary School

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —

Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the

home and office. 
Prompt, reliable service

Tel: 01983 883161
Mob: 07787 512800

e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

HELEN COLMAN BSc(Hons) SRCH &
IAN BROADSMITH BSc(Hons) SRCH

State Registered 
Chiropodists/Podiatrists

Unity Hall,
20 St Thomas Square
Newport, I.W.
Central Newport Practice

HOME VISITS
AVAILABLE
Tel:

523001

01983 716464
Mobile: 0788 0784 906

“From the roof to the roots”
Your local family builder - Est. over 20 yrs
ALL TRADES COVERED
• Roofing, Facia & Soffits •

• Guttering and drainage systems •
• Painting & Decorating •

Friendly professional service
FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE

PLEASE CALL 883624

Mitchell & Mitchell
PROPERTY SERVICES

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to

clean your home or office.
Local, friendly, reliable, insured
To   discuss  your  requirements  call  Julia

Jane Wilford
(Headteacher)

Russell Clarke
Building

Maintenance

3 Woodlands Crescent, Wootton Bridge, Ryde, PO33 4JD

Tel: (01983)  884858    Mob: 07725658475

Fencing & Groundwork  
Roofing Repairs

Fascias & Guttering
Kitchen & Bathrooms

FULLY  INSURED
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GEOFF
LEATHER
Independent

Funeral Directors
24 HOUR SERVICE

— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,

Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG
Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

BOOK EARLY TO
AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

SALOON CARS AVAILABLE

WOOTTON BRIDGE
TAXIS

28 28 22
A DIVISION OF ROUNSEVELL’S

0
1
9
8
3

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT

REPAIR CENTRE
Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge

Isle of Wight PO33 4RD
Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

GRANGE FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
Red Squirrel Lodge - Gold award

(self catering) - wheelchair friendly - more
info on web page

• 1 twin bedded room en-suite • 1 double en-suite
• Self-contained family suite with double room and
twin room with bathroom • Tea and coffee making

facilities • Fridge • Colour TV • Children’s play area •
Woodland walks • Off road parking

Plus Silver Award, Breakfast Award and
Top Award for Hygiene (5)

Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne,
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.
Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

What did you do in Lockdown?

It has certainly been a strange new world since Covid 19 came to our
shores; if somebody had said at the beginning of the year that shops
would close, ferries would stop running, and that we could not meet up
with family and friends; no visits to pubs and restaurants; and a lot of
people would be working from home you would have laughed and said
you must be kidding; but this is what did happen.

As I am a photographer, and keen on documenting local history (if you
have visited St Edmunds Church over an August Bank Holiday you
would have seen my take on local history); I decided that on my daily
walk I would document Wootton in Lockdown over the first 100 days
and as a result have produced a 50 page book to be sold in aid of char-
ity.
So I took photos of empty streets, rainbows in windows, street art, clap-
ping for carers, remembering those NHS staff that had died, VE Day
and other things that made me smile. 
I am trying to raise £500 to be shared between MacMillan Cancer Relief,
Friends of St Edmunds Building Trust and Wootton Parish Council. 

UPDATE - I am pleased to announce that I have already raised £250
which has been shared equally between Macmillan Cancer Relief and
Friends of St Edmunds. I am now trying to raise a further £250 for
Wootton Parish Council and have a limited number of books still avail-
able at a cost of £10 each. They can be collected from 89 St Edmunds
Walk or email your address to vivienneloveless@gmail.com so that I can
arrange delivery.

Vivienne Loveless

Wootton in Lockdown

50 page book sold in aid of charity

£10  or  £12.50p by post

email: vivienneloveless@gmail.com
telephone: 01983 882019



October/November 2020 — The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton        5

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)
Gardening services, interior and

exterior gutter cleaning.                   
Exterior painting including sheds,

fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885
E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge
01983 884208

PHIL MANSFIELD
Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES
Mobile 07952 460269

Home/evenings  01983 615724

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers

that you saw them in

The
Bridge

1st Wootton Scouts tidy up
Briddlesford Cemetery

Wootton residents will know that there is a small cemetery on
the South Eastern side of the Briddlesford crossroads. Not
everyone will be aware that this is the graveyard of the former
St. Michael and All Angels Church, a prefabricated metal struc-
ture which was removed in the early 1930s. The graveyard
remained in use until all the allocated spaces had been used.
While it is not officially closed (which would require a lengthy
legal process), no interments have taken place there in recent
years.

The graveyard is mown occasionally, but is otherwise allowed to
grow wild, which we believe enhances its quiet beauty. However,
rather more tidying is sometimes necessary, particularly to allow
visitors reasonable ease of access. Explorer Scouts of the1st
Wootton Scout Group, now that it has been allowed to resume its
activities post lockdown, have cleared the curving brick path
through the wooded part of the graveyard, and, as the photos
show, they have done an excellent job. Wootton Parochial Church
Council would like to record its warm thanks to Scout Leader Ray
Draper and his Explorer Scout team for their help in maintaining
the Briddlesford Cemetery as a community asset in which we can
all share.

David Bennison
Church Services in Wootton during October

(Please pre-book on www.cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk  or 01983 301880)

St Edmund’s
Sundays:4th at 0800 (Holy Communion),  11th at 1830 (Evening Prayer), 25th at
1830 (Evening Prayer).
Wednesdays:  Holy Communion at 0930 on 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.

St Mark’s
Sundays at 0930: 4th (Brunch – family groups only please), 11th (Holy
Communion), 18th (Morning Worship), 25th (Holy Communion).



BRUNCH @ ST MARK’S CHURCH
It took some planning but we managed it! Each family group had their own
table with all the equipment they would need: food, drink, arts and crafts
stuff, quiz questions etc. The words for the service were on the screen. 

The service was based on Jesus saying that when two or three of us are gath-
ered together, then he is there too. We looked at the comfort of this and the
strength that can be found by doing things together.

There were challenges on strength using brick towers and friendship
bracelets. The younger children found that Jesus was in the paper chain of
four figures when you cut around the lines and opened out the folded paper.

Under Covid 19 regulations, only some
members of the choir can sing and they
have to be some distance from the rest
of the people. You are also not sup-
posed to shout out answers to the quiz
so we had letters on card to display
what your table thought was the correct
answer.
It was a very different Brunch service
but still very enjoyable. Future Brunch
services are being planned along the
same lines.

Please can I thank all the Brunch regu-
lars who generously stayed away so
that families could come – it was very
kind of you. No-one knows how long

these arrangements need to stay in place for but thank you for your generos-
ity of spirit.

Ann Capps
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HARWOODS
For all your motoring needs

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk
LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

Garage
Doors IW

Your local specialists for . . . .

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

MOT’s
for £39

MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:

• Free 25-point vehicle
health check

• Car washed

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE
Tel: 01983 562082
E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk

AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS

STARTING FROM £1,900

The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider

www.hvtaylor.co.uk

MIKE O’DELL
Painter & Decorator

30 years experience
Registered independent

tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
WOOTTON PARISH

If you have made it beyond the heading of this article, well done!
APCMs are definitely NOT a social highlight in the calendar of most
people but they are legally necessary for the parish to function.

APCMs are supposed to be held in April but everything was delayed –
bet you can guess why – but the Bishop has said that the whole thing
must be done and dusted by October 31st so….

THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER, 7.00PM AT ST MARK’S CHURCH,
WOOTTON

Of course, it won’t be as simple as that because nothing is these days.
You will need to book in and there may be some people who are disap-
pointed (!) that there won’t be room for them to be there in person but,
don’t worry, we are going to livestream it on our facebook page.

The booking form and all the reports are on the parish website.

Whilst writing, can I thank all those people who have stayed in post for
an extra six months – your staying power is admirable!

Footnote: APCMs this year are going to be like buses, nothing comes
for ages and then two come at once – well six months apart rather than
a year apart.  We will need to have the next APCM at the appropriate
time ie. April!

Ann Capps
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Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs
Electrical Work

Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design.
No job too small

Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mobile: 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983) 529023

CREATURE COMFORTS
Wholesale & Retail Pet Supplies

High Street, Wootton Bridge
Tel: 884270

Jolly Competitive Prices • Special Offers
If we don’t stock it we will do

our best to get it
FREE ISLAND DELIVERY
• Free Customer Parking •

Visit our website:
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk

Andrea
Mobile Hairdressing

Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in

your own home.
Please phone 612395

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
If you have an idea I can make it

Call John on:
(01983) 719716

Mob: 07812 199348

Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.

Restoration work undertaken.
If you want new gates/railings or old

ones repaired/painted.

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT
01983 721426
www.huntforest.com

@huntforestgroup

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demon-
strations available upon request.

Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

Jack and Jill, Juno and Jigsaw walk the wheel in the Well-House at
Carisbrooke Castle, drawing water from the 200 foot well. It is recorded
donkeys took over the task from Castle prisoners in 1696. The massive
wheel has to be stopped in a heatwave because of possible damage to the
timbers. The donkeys each walk no more than 3 or 4 minutes a day in the
wheel. My friend Peggy Lavenu in East Cowes once donated her donkey
Archie to the Castle. His name was changed to James. All donkey names
begin with a J - since in 1647 the signature 'J' was on secret letters from
the Castle's imprisoned Charles 1. We used to speak to Archie in the pad-
dock behind the Castle and give him a carrot. However, despite all cajol-
ing, Archie flatly refused to walk in the wheel and eventually he went to a
donkey sanctuary.
It is said the King took carriage rides on the Island before the nasty politics
of the English Civil War led to a failed escape and his execution at
Whitehall in 1649. Even now the Island is a rural green haven seen from
the Castle's mound. Recently my best friend visited from Devon. We
walked up Castle Street to Millers Lane, a couple driving past kindly giving
us a lift to the impressive Entrance gate. Here Helen of English Heritage
found we were without a booked tour at £10 each but offered to do it on
line.

It was a warm day and with the lovely Helen's advice we elected to walk
round and went through the gate near the car park at no cost. (Cars are
now £2).  The walk was on beautifully kept greensward shaded by trees.
The only litter we saw was a hollow piece of a dog's bone. In fact we then
came across the border terrier who had enjoyed his chew accompanied by
his master. The regulation distance still enabled a friendly encounter
between us, enjoying panoramic views while the dog had a rest in the
shade.
Leaving the Castle we chose the footpath down to Millers Lane, again on
Helen's advice. The way is steep, with steps and two sturdy stiles. The
steps would be a hazard when wet with leaves. It is a peaceful way through
the meadows with no other person in sight.

This Motte-and-Bailey Castle plot has been a centre of power and defence
for a thousand years; a fortress, a King's prison and a Royal summer res-
idence.
In normal times we the public will relish English Heritage events: history
with a clash of arms before it returns to tranquility.

Yvonne Gilbert

Donkey Work
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ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES, 
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,

GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist
Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790
Mob: 07723 340454
E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience

GERVASE LAIGHT
PLUMBER

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE
Tel: 01983 760544

Mobile: 07909 902004

MEDINA
veterinary GROUP
27 High Street, Wootton, PO33 4PF

Please telephone for an appointment
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 9am-5pm

SAT 9am-12noon
Telephone: 883955/520543
Also at: 15 Chapel Street, Newport

2 Foreland Road, Bembridge
24-hour emergency cover

Stockists of Premium and Prescription Diets
www.medinavetinary.co.uk

All Seasons Gardening Services
Grass cutting, hedges, tree work and turfing.

Garden maintenance and clearance. 
Compost, topsoil, wood chippings & logs supplied.

Full Insured family run Wootton business 
20 + Years Experience

Wootton: 882879         Mobile: 07967020489

What weighs four tons and is bright red?
An elephant holding its breath!

MR AND MRS CHARLES COOKE
(This story was researched by Mrs Liz Loughlin as part of the Wootton

Millennium project.)

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooke lived at Riverdene in Red Road, and Mr.
Cooke worked at the brickworks at Ashlake. Their son Henry mar-
ried Sophia Fry. Henry also worked at the brickworks and was later
Head Gardener at Woodside House, when it was owned by Mr.
Templeton. 
The photo (on Page 9) was taken outside the lodge at Woodside
House where they lived between the late 1920’s to the early 30’s.
Beatrice Sophia their daughter married William Bruce Osborne and
they were the 5th couple to be married at St Mark’s Church, Wootton
on October 25th 1911. They lived at Glencoe in the High Street. 
Malcolm, their son, had fond memories of staying with his grandpar-
ents at Woodside. Sophia was a needlewoman and she used to
embroider for the ladies at Woodside. This was done late at night
when the family had gone to bed, as it had to be kept clean. Sophia
also did the laundry for a Miss College, who lived in the first house
across the Creek at Fishbourne. Malcolm used to take the laundry
in a small barrow to Wootton Point and wave to Frank Young the fer-
ryman to collect it and take it across for the price of 6d. 
Lady Cowley from Bodwen often sat on the stile to Woodside beach,
which was then situated on the bend of the drive to Woodside
House. She used to wear a big black hat, and often left it behind.
Malcolm would take it to Bodwen and the butler Mr. Nigh would give
him 6d, which he said was a lot of money in those days. He used to
play with the children living at Woodside, but always addressed
them as Master or Miss. Sometimes he was given a lift in one of the
resident’s cars, but would have to sit on the floor with the door open
and his feet on the running board. The doors used to open flush with
the side of the car.
Mr. Dennis of Lisle Court used to keep Llamas in the field to the
South of Woodside House and the copse. Both the field and the
copse were jointly owned by Mr. Templeton and Mrs. Davies Evans,
who owned Underwood (now Woodside Hall). 
Mr. Dennis had otters in a pond in his field opposite Underwood but
they escaped. Mrs. Davies Evans owned an estate in Scotland and
she would often bring some of the longer serving members of staff
to stay at Underwood for a holiday. Produce from the Estate includ-
ing game and salmon were also brought down. 
When Mr. Templeton sold Woodside Hall to the Rev Crichard. Henry
and Sophia retired and rented the cottage at Underwood.

Continued on Page 9

The Wootton Calendar 2021
ORDER NOW

Call 883126
to order

£6 each.
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To make you smile . . .
(Tim’s Jokes)

When asked to comment on Track and Trace, one confused
Islander commented, "I've not seen them. I never watch TV chat
shows!"

Son: "Then you must 'phone 111 immediately, mother!"

Mother: "What are you babbling on about, son!"

Son: "You just told me that you have the virus"

Mother: "No I didn't! All I said was that I'd been to the ironmon-
ger's today and picked up the new pan, Derek!"

The Bridge is
Wootton’s community

magazine
AND IT NEEDS

CONTRIBUTORS!
Do you have a story of local inter-
est to tell?
Is there a piece of local history
you would like to share?
Do you want to publish informa-
tion about local activities?
Or do you have any material of
interest to our readers?
If you do, we’d like to hear
from you.

We can help you put together and
layout your articles; even if you
“can’t write”, we can help.

If contributing to The Bridge
is something that interests
you, please contact David
Bennison on 882783 or use
the details shown to the left.

E-mail Addresses
Send your advertisements for inclusion

in ‘The Bridge’ to:
bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Send your articles, news, diary dates and
comments about ‘The Bridge’ to:

thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Continued from Page 8

ADDENDUM - THE NUDIST CAMP
Having visited Woodside beach recently I recalled the stories I used
to hear about the nudist camp at Woodside . As one of the
researchers for the Wootton Millennium Project I often used to talk
to older residents about their memories and found this story rather
amusing.
Woodside House was sold in
1935 to the Rev Arthur Lewis
Critchard and his wife Jean,
who opened it as a Naturist
Camp accommodating up to 80
people. The camp aroused
much curiosity among the local
children, who now recall
cycling to Woodside and stand-
ing on their saddles trying to
see over the fences and
hedges. The younger members
of the Ryde Rowing Club used
to row to King's Quay, then
come ashore and walk to the
Sloop peering through hedges
on the way. 
Nudism was only permitted in the paddock abutting Lower
Woodside Road, next to the orchard, although some guests did
practice this on the beach among the tamarisk trees, which formed
arbours. Some local residents were discouraged from using the
beach, as they found this embarrassing. At that time the public foot-
path terminated further West towards the boathouse.
The camp closed during the war and travel between the Island and
the mainland was restricted, although the Rev Critchard found his
dog collar to be a very useful passport. The camp reopened after
the war and continued until about 1960 after which Warner’s was
founded.

Doreen Gazey
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PARISH COUNCIL
information

Meetings:
Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at

7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village

noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham 
Ross Edmunds
Trish Evans
Ken Morris
Peter Mundell
Daryll Pitcher
Linda Pitcher

Steve Porter - Chairman
Barbara Port

Mike Waddleton
Liz Kingston, Clerk

All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.

Office opening times:-
PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. 10am-1pm;

Tues. 10am-1.30pm; 
Wed. - closed all day;
Thurs. 10am-1.30pm;
Fri: 10am-5.30pm
BEAT OFFICER

First Tuesday in month
10am-12 noon or messages can be

left for PC Lesley Metcalfe

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL

5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW

PO33 4NX
Telephone 884555

email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
website:

www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available
at the HIC can be obtained from the
Parish Clerk or on the website.

FROM THE COUNTY PRESS FILM ARCHIVE
12TH DECEMBER 1908

(contributed by Doreen Gazey)

Admiral Sir John Kennedy Erskine Baird, lived at Woodside House
(the site later became Warner’s Holiday Camp), from 1905 until his
death in 1908 at the age of 76.
He was the son of Sir David Baird, second Baronet of Newbyth. In
1845 he entered the Navy and served  in various areas around the
world. In 1878/9 he was naval aide de camp to her Majesty Queen
Victoria when he was promoted to Rear Admiral. He served in the
Pacific Station as Rear Admiral during 1885/86 and after this
became Admiral Superintendent of Naval Reserves. As Vice Admiral
he was one of the four flag officers during the Jubilee Fleet Review
in 1887. In 1890 he was made KCB when he relinquished command
of the Channel Fleet, promoted to Admiral in 1892 and retired in
1897.
During the time he lived in Wootton Sir John served as churchwar-
den of St. Edmund’s, and would have overseen the restoration work
to the roof, which was proceeding at that time. He was actively
involved with other local organisations including the Royal Yacht
Squadron. 
Messages of condolence were sent to his family from the Prince of
Wales (George 5th) who had served under him and from Prince
Edward, (King Edward 8th), who had stayed at Woodside House.
Admiral Baird’s funeral took place at St. Edmund’s church on
December 11th 1908. The County Press obituary lists a number of
high-ranking officers who attended as well as large numbers of local
dignitaries. The coffin, covered with the white ensign, upon which
rested the Admiral’s cocked hat, sword and Order of Knight
Commander of the Bath, was brought from Woodside on an open
hearse drawn by four black horses with a party of Blue Jackets act-
ing as bearers. The service was conducted by Rev Canon Clement
Smith, chaplain to the King, and the interment by the Rector, Dr
Coleman.

TO MAKE YOU SMILE...
(More from Tim)

UK Health Secretary suffers panic attack on hearing that pupils
in a school for those with a slight speech impediment were
demanding more PPE equipment for their PPE lessons!

At the start of the COVID 19 pandemic, a gentleman in Wootton
was seen wearing two overcoats and three scarves. Apparently
he was self insulating.

A lady in Binstead who grew up in the sixties, has fallen ill after
drinking a glass of fizzy cherryade. She told a local newspaper
reporter that she may have Corona virus!
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WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694
Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced.

Minister’s Message

The Corona 19 Virus has affected all of our lives one way or another. For some
it has affected their day to day life whilst for others it has meant severe illness
and even death. The virus itself is unseen. You know it is out there but you can-
not actually see it. You can see the affects and the devastation it can cause but
you cannot see it with the human eye.
For many this is a concern as we try to keep within the Government Guidelines.
We cannot recognise the people that might be carrying the virus or the surfaces
on which the virus may be on. All in all it a virus “that cannot be seen but we
can certainly see the effects”.
I have recently been trying to look at God as being someone “that cannot be
seen but we can certainly see the effects”. I would imagine if we had a God who
could physically be seen our churches would be overflowing with people but
sometimes you have to believe in things you cannot see. This is what we call
Faith and Trust. 
In the same way as some people will not accept there is Covid 19 virus out
there, there are those who would believe there is not a God out there. Just
because you cannot see God it does not mean he is not there in the same way as
just because we cannot see the virus it is not out there.
As I mentioned earlier with the Corona Virus the effects are visible and real. I
believe with God we can see God at work in so many ways. God changes lives
through his son Jesus Christ and through the work of the Holy Spirit God is
working his purpose out.
I pray that as we travel together through these uncertain times we will not only
see the affects of the Virus but also God’s positive affect in our lives and society.
I would like to share with you this Harvest Hymn…….

1 God is working his purpose out,         3 We shall march in the strength of God,
as year succeeds to year:                                   with the banner of Christ unfurled,
God is working his purpose out,        that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
and the time is drawing near:                          may shine throughout the world;
nearer and nearer draws the time,                 we shall fight with sorrow and sin
the time that shall surely be,                            to set their captives free,
when the earth shall be filled                           that the earth may be filled
with the glory of God,                                          with the glory of God,
as the waters cover the sea.                              as the waters cover the sea.

2 From utmost east to utmost west,            4 All we can do is nothing worth      
wherever foot has trod,                                       unless God blesses the deed;
by the mouth of many messengers                vainly we hope for the harvest-tide           
rings out the voice of God:                                  till God gives life to the seed:
Listen to me you continents,                             nearer and nearer draws the time,                   
you islands look to me,                                        the time that shall surely be,
that the earth may be filled                                when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God,                                           with the glory of God, 
as the waters cover the sea.                                as the waters cover the sea.

Blessing and Take Care
Rev David Plumb

e: dan@mobilevetsurgery.co.uk
www.mobilevetsurgery.co.uk
WATERGATE ROAD,

NEWPORT, IW PO30 1XP
* 24 hour Emergency cover

(Registered clients only)

Affordable home visits or central
veterinary surgery

• vaccinations 
• key hole surgery • dental 
• diagnostics • 24/7 cover

• laser therapy 

Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —
Qualified Foot Health Professional
(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)

covering the whole of the Isle of Wight
Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;

Regular Nail Trimming
TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £22 per appointment, or £20 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for

treatment with no hidden costs!

Brick Paving

Fencing

Digger & Driver Hire

3 Woodlands Crescent, Wootton Bridge, Ryde, PO33 4JD
Tel: (01983)  884858    Mob: 07725658475

Russell Clarke
Ground

Works

What’s a glow worm’s favourite song?
‘Wake Me Up Before You Glow Glow!’

FULLY  INSURED

SOMETHING TO REPORT?
DIAL 999 WHEN THERE IS

IMMEDIATE DANGER OR YOU
WITNESS A CRIME.

DIAL 101 WHEN IT’S LESS URGENT
Dial 101, a 24-hour confidential number to
report noisy neighbours, abandoned vehi-
cles, dumping and fly-tipping, drunken and
rowdy groups, broken street lighting, etc.
You will talk to one of a team of highly
trained people who will report the
problem and keep you posted on progress.

DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES
PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT

FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA
07912 432835
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All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone 
David Bennison on

882783 or the
Churchwardens.

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH
Churchwardens: Mike Broadsmith; Ann Capps

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at:
stedmondsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880

(we will respond as soon as we can)
Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of 

The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900

The publisher does not necessarily hold
the same views as those expressed by
contributors and reserves the right to

refuse or alter material

Sudoku Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and
may not be used without the

author’s permission.

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service
• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •

BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish -
41 High Street, Wootton

(next to Chemist)
• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

Tel: 01983 883333

Wordsearch

All Seasons Landscaping Services
Fences, gates, decking, sheds, raised beds.
Block paving, resin driveways, paths & patios
Full Insured family run Wootton business 

20 + Years Experience
Wootton: 882879         Mobile: 07967020489

Because of the restrictions during the
Coronavirus outbreak, printed issues of
The Bridge are not being produced at

present. But we shall continue to
publish online at

cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk/
the-bridge-magazine/


