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In normal circumstances, the choir sing regularly at the two Eucharistic morning services in St 
Mark’s on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. I was glad to welcome Helen Smallwood more 
regularly into the choir in the latter part of the year. Currently the choir numbers 6 regular 
members, although we are not always able to sing together at services. Choir practices were 
regular on Thursday  evenings for much of the year. Choir practices cease for a week or two after 
Christmas and Easter, chiefly to give the Music Director a rest! The choir also normally takes a 
month off practising in August. In addition to my role as choir director, I also play the organ at 
Evensong at St Edmund's on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, and play the hymns at the 
Brunch service and All Age Worship. As in every year, I would like to thank the choir for their 
ongoing commitment and support. I would also like to thank Veronica, and after her departure, 
the churchwardens and PCC for their ongoing encouragement and generosity to enable me to 
keep being paid throughout the year in prevailing difficulties that we all had to face. 
 
As we all know, 2020 was far from a normal year in the life of the parish, and this applied also to 
worship and music. The first national lockdown meant that our churches had to close for public 
worship from early March until June, and there was a second lockdown for a few weeks in late 
autumn. The impact on our worship, even when we were able to gather together, was 
considerable. The congregation was unable to sing due to concerns of spreading the virus through 
droplets, and the social distancing and mask wearing required for public worship would have 
made congregational singing impractical anyway. The choir was allowed to sing without masks as 
long as we followed the 2m social distancing rule. For a few months of the year, therefore, the 
choir were able to sing at services, including Brunch and All Age Worship. It was not possible, 
however, to sing while ministers moved around the church, for example, at the distribution of 
Holy Communion, so anthems were impossible. Nevertheless, the choir and organist provided 
hymns and music as permitted and our “songs of praise” seemed particularly uplifting in a time of 
national distress.  
 
Due to the impact of Covid we were unable to celebrate the major festivals and occasions with 
visiting musicians as in previous years. We were however able to put on a Carol Service at the end 
of the year, although it had to take place in the morning as part of All Age Worship on the 3rd 
Sunday of December rather than its normal evening slot, Nevertheless, thanks to the hard work of 
the choir in practising for this service from October, this was a particular highlight for me. We also 
had an important contribution at this service from the younger members of the Hopper family! 
 
The organ at St Edmund's has been even less frequently used this year due to unavoidable 
circumstances. The PCC, however, is aware of my concerns. The organ at St Mark's was not 
affected by the access work in the church nor by its lack of regular use for several months. With 
the permission of Veronica and the church wardens I was able to play the organ occasionally 
during lockdown to prevent mechanical issues from neglect. 
 
The arrival of the new hymn books for the parish almost exactly coincided with the beginning of 
the lockdown. Worshippers were able to use them to follow the words of hymns while the choir 
was singing, but of course this was not the same as the whole congregation being united in song.  
 
Perhaps this year has taught us how important worship is in the church community, since we have 
missed its absence so much. Parish life continued in 2020, but without music and worship for 
much of the year, it was a greyer form of life. I look forward to the occasion when we can worship 
together as before, even if there needs to be some form of “new normal” post-Covid.  


