
CHURCHWARDEN’S FABRIC REPORT 2020 
 
The Parish of Wootton was due to have a quinquennial inspection but this did 
not take place because of Covid restrictions. 

 
ST MARK’S CHURCH 
January 2020 saw the completion of most of the work on the insulation and 
modernization of the Barn, Coffee Lounge and toilets. During the first 
lockdown period, Stephen Capps was able to complete most of the work 
needed for the coffee lounge and kitchen area. This has included building 
some large cupboards to hold teaching and craft materials for Explorers. 
Excess tables and chairs can be stored in these cupboards and a secure area 
for storage of cleaning materials has been created. The size of the doorway 
had to be increased to fit new doors with safety glass. Curtain rails and new 
curtains were fitted. A pew has been repaired and refurbished, and the lounge 
and kitchen areas have been decorated throughout. The kitchen worktop has 
been extended to allow for more working space. The kitchen also has a new 
fridge/freezer and we hope to replace the older cooker. 
 
The toilet lobby area has had the walls and ceiling insulated and the old 
flooring removed and replaced to match the toilet floors. A new light fitting was 
installed and the lobby area redecorated.  
  
Making the church accessible needed a separate door and ramp, requiring a 
faculty from the Chancellor. This work was also completed during the first 
lockdown. The main church doors and the wheelchair access door were then 
stripped and varnished by Stephen Capps and a heavy curtain installed inside 
the ramp door to help with insulation. 
 
The font has been moved to a more appropriate place close to the west door 
by Stephen Capps. This gives more space at the front of the church. 
 
On-going maintenance of the church and church grounds has been carried 
out by Stephen Capps and David Poore. 
 
ST. EDMUND’S CHURCH  
Twin spot LED lights have replaced the old lighting in the church and, thanks 
to the Friends of St Edmund’s, all the old heaters have been replaced by far 
infra red heaters similar to those in St Mark’s  
 
The obsolete cooker in the kitchen was removed and a new worktop (recycled 
from St Mark’s coffee lounge) was installed. Extra shelves were put in the 
kitchen cupboard to allow for more storage. The plaster work in the toilet 
lobby was repaired, the hole in the toilet ceiling (due to water ingress) was 
repaired and re-plastered and the toilet area, lobby and kitchen were 
redecorated by Stephen Capps. A new hand basin water heater was installed 
to replace the broken one. 
 
As always, we are very grateful to the Friends of St. Edmund’s for funding any 
work required to keep the church in a good state of repair. We are also very 



grateful to David Poore for overseeing all the building and maintenance work. 
 
 
ST EDMUND’S GRAVEYARD 
The rosebed beside the entry path was in full flower during summer and was 
much appreciated. Thank you, Linda Marlowe, for this and the flowerboxes at 
St Mark’s. 
 
We would also like to thank Tom King who has continued to maintain the 
Garden of Remembrance. 
 
The dead cherry tree by the main gate has been felled, and some diseased 
branches on the greengage tree. Branches have also been removed from 
trees in the copse that were threatening to damage the neighbour’s property. 
 
Mike Broadsmith, with the help of Marcus Leather, has found approximately 
20 more burial plots in the graveyards. I would like to thank Mike for his 
willingness to carry out the oversight of the graveyard and the paperwork that 
goes with it! 
 
BRIDDLESFORD CEMETERY 
We are very grateful to the 1st Wootton Venture Scouts who cleared the 
cemetery path of many years of overgrowth. I would also like to thank Doreen 
Gazey who has produced a book giving details of the old tin church and the 
history of Briddlesford Cemetery. 
 
 
 
Finally, I cannot complete this report without thanking my husband for all his 
support. Anyone reading this report cannot fail to notice how many hours he 
has put in to the repair and maintenance of the churches in our parish and I 
am very grateful to him. 

 

 
Ann Capps 
Churchwarden 


