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The Bridge

DELIVERED FREE

(by our wonderful volunteers)

THE CHURCH PARISH MAGAZINE OF WOOTTON
Building Bridges in the Community

“... And start all over again.”

Welcome to the first edition of The Bridge in 2022. We hope that, for the first time since 2019, we
shall be able to print and distribute all ten editions of the magazine this year, COVID and other difficulties notwithstanding. As we pick ourselves up, dust ourselves down, and start all over again, we
should remind ourselves of the reason the magazine exists at all.

Back in 2017, in an article like this one (and, yes, I have quoted this before), I wrote the following:
“In case you hadn’t noticed, regular church services continue in Wootton, as they have for a thousand years or more. Of course, the services themselves are not like those of a thousand (or even
fifty) years ago; the Church, surprisingly perhaps, moves with the times. What does not change is
that human beings always need spiritual renewal and refreshment. It is often easier to find those
things in the company of others rather than on our own. The Church is a household of faith, and
everyone in it, whether they have been coming all their lives or are with us for the very first time, is
of equal value and equally loved.”

This is why our magazine has been published and delivered free to more or less every household
in the village for over fifty years. When God tells us to love our neighbour, that love should be on
offer to all our neighbours, whoever they may be, and whether or not they care about the Church.
Producing a magazine which, we hope, has something of interest to everyone, is a task we can only
undertake with the support of many people, who make up a community in themselves. Our continuing, heartfelt thanks go to all of them - the civil Parish Council, our advertisers who continue to support us despite the difficulties they face, the volunteers who fold, bundle and deliver the copies, and
of course our contributors, together with David who handles the advertising and Warwick who produces the page layouts.

The picture on this page, taken in January from the same viewpoint as the one which appeared in
our first colour edition last summer, reminds us that, at any time of year, our village is so much more
than a drive through on the busiest road on the Island. It is also a place of beauty, both in the landscape that surrounds it and in the community spirit we have here. May 2022 be a year when we can
all celebrate that beauty more fully than has been possible in recent times.

See Page 3 for February Services

David Bennison
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School Council Duties

At Wootton Primary we pride ourselves in the fact that our
children fully engage with many key elements of school
such as being involved in decision making to bring
improvements to the school. One of the many things visitors remark on when they come to the school is the good
behaviour the children display both in and outside of the classroom. Our
Mrs Jane Wilford
‘Good to be Green’ behaviour policy particularly supports children’s learning
Headteacher
behaviour of which we are very proud. Despite so many interruptions to their
learning over the last two years, our children at Wootton demonstrate such resilience and perseverance to achieve the best they can. Children work in partnership together and are supportive of one another, in particular when things don’t go quite to plan.
Our School Council represents the ‘voice’ of the children, with two children chosen from each
class, children are then in position for half a year each. To ensure we have equality and inclusivity the children are chosen at random with the intention that all children will get a turn during their time at the school. One example of the work they do is our recent work during the
national anti-bullying week. The children adapted the school anti-bullying leaflet and charter
after talking to their classes about any issues children felt in school and how, as a school, we
can work together to ensure everyone feels safe and listened to. Following this, the School
Council then shared their work with the School Governors, who were meeting virtually, so that
they could sign and agree to support their work. I was very impressed with the work the children completed with some super ideas and suggestions. Millie in Year 3 gave a very clear
explanation to the Governors as to the meaning of bullying and the difference between this
and being unkind. She shared with them ways in which children can work through their problems, concluding her speech with the statement ‘Two wrongs don’t make a right.’ I was so very
proud of them all for the way they represented the school and again, feel there are so many
things we can learn from the children!
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Snapshots of Quarr - part 15
by David McCulloch

4:30PM The monks normally spend around two hours in the afternoon working. Around the end of that
time, when you reach a convenient place to stop work, the community lays aside its practical or creative
tasks, changes out of their work clothes and returns to the habit in which they pray, worship and study.

Around 4:40PM the community will gather together on most days for another short period of recreation
and drink tea and eat a biscuit or two! On Sundays or festival days, there might be some cake available,
which the community looked forward to particularly!
Around 4:50PM or slightly later, the bell for Vespers is rung and the community put on their cowls for a
solemn period of evening prayer and the celebration of the end of the working day.

5PM The community process in to the Abbey Church at Vespers as they do earlier in the day at Lauds
and Mass. Vespers is always celebrated in Latin to the traditional Gregorian psalm tones. As Psalm 141
says, “let my prayer rise before you like incense, my hands like an evening offering.” Through psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs, the monastic community combine their personal prayers with the intentions
of the whole Church.
After Vespers begins with the introductory verse “O God, come to my assistance; Lord, make haste to
help me,” it continues with a hymn appropriate to the time of day, when traditionally lamps would be lit
around a house or church to keep away the oncoming darkness. Although we nowadays do not assume that evil is more
present in the dark than in the light, this ancient symbolism
still has meaning. God’s love continues to be available to
us, even though the light of his presence may be harder to
see as night falls. If we think of the hymn “Lord of all
hopefulness” for example, we sing in one verse “Be there
at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our
hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.” We may have had difficult
problems to solve at work, awkward interactions with our colleagues, or we may be underappreciated or taken for granted by others. But faith that God’s presence is with us throughout the day and that God recognises our wholehearted efforts can still help us remember that there is more to life than public praise or recognition.
“God looks into our hearts and He knows everything,” St Paul tells us. The service of Vespers gives us a
chance every day to look back on what we have achieved and take comfort in the knowledge that God
rewards what has been done in secret.

Church Services in Wootton during February

(All services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)

The relaxation of covid regulations means that it is no longer necessary to book for services but you will be asked to
sign in and sanitize your hands. We would also ask you to wear a mask if you feel comfortable with it.
We are now able to offer the Brunch service to everyone!
It is also possible to book for services at Holy Cross, Binstead and St Peter’s, Havenstreet if you visit their websites.

ST EDMUNDS

Weds 2nd
Sun 6th
Weds 9th
Sun 13th
Weds 16th
Weds 23rd
Sun 27th

0930
0800
0930
1830
0930
0930
1830

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong

ST MARKS
Sun 6th
Sunday 13th
Sun 20th
Sun27th

0930
0930
0930
0930

Brunch
Holy Communion + Explorers
Morning Prayer + Big Mac Talk
Holy Communion + Explorers
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PROTECTING ST EDMUND’S CHURCH

As you know, St Edmund’s Church is almost 1000 years old. It has stood
through nearly 10 centuries of change including the invention of the internal
combustion engine. In 1900 there were 20 cars on the Island. Now there
are well over 70,000 and they are heavier and go faster causing vibration.

St Edmund’s was built without foundations, as was the graveyard wall, and,
as the body which is responsible for the care of St. Edmunds, the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) is concerned about the damage that is being caused
by the traffic going along that section of Church Road. We have discussed
Ann Capps - Churchwarden
the problem with the relevant authorities, including representatives of the
Parish Council.

The (unadopted) section of Church Road between the graveyard around St Edmund’s and the copse
opposite belongs to the church but has been a right of way for centuries. Our proposal is to put large
planters at each end of the section outside the church, making the road narrower at those points.
This would both slow traffic down and move it over towards the copse which would help distance
the vibration from St Edmund’s itself.
The planter at the east end would be placed so that any vehicle which finds it impossible to pass
through the gap would be able to turn around the triangle of grass, from where our picture was
taken. At the west end, the box would be at the corner of the graveyard and the footpath; this
would ensure that our neighbour’s rear gate is not obstructed. People attending services at St
Edmund’s and other visitors would be able to park between the planters and traffic could still pass.

The ditch at the side of the copse will be clearly marked with reflective signs as will the flower boxes.

If you have any questions about our proposal, please could you email us on:
stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 301880.
Ann Capps - Churchwarden
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KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES.
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT
10.30am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance.
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45 –
3.45pm AND FRIDAYS AT 11.45am – 12.45pm AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated
or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDITIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO
4PM. FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG
OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE A REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL
ON FRIDAYS: 2PM TO 3PM SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR FURTHER INFO
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

If you have small children and would like a safe and welcoming environment for them to play with other children then
these events are for you:

Little Lions Toddler Group

This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, every Wednesday except the first Wednesday of the month. If you
know anyone who would appreciate the company of other people with babies and toddlers, please do tell them about
us. Being a new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are walking the same path.
On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.

Elephant Club

If someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB* will be taking place at St Mark’s Church on
Thursday February 10th and March 10th from 2-4pm. We spend the time visiting old memories, eating cake and laughing
– you will be very welcome.
* Note - The name has nothing to do with weight - just the saying “An elephant never forgets!”
For more information on Little Lions or the Elephant Club please email stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 301880.

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS
The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am12 noon every Monday until further notice.
Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or
musicians welcome. For further details ring 880118.

WHAT WAS HAPPENING, THEN? (contributed by Doreen Gazey)

What was happening when the Bridge was first launched in January 1972?
At St. Mark’s a new Wootton Boys Choir had just been formed under the leadership of John Lea. In the year that followed this choir was to win awards. They practiced on Thursday evenings from 6.15 pm. Were you a member of this
group, if so why not tell us about it?
Apart from a crèche, Infant Sunday School and Junior Church on Sundays, the Teddy Bear Club for younger children
and their Mums met at 3.30 pm on Wednesdays in the coffee lounge. The youngsters had their own activities in
another part of the building while Mums enjoyed tea and cakes.
The choral society was about to perform a concert version of the Gondoliers. A later issue reported that this concert
was such a success that it was sold out.
Meanwhile a concert of popular organ music played by Michael Griffin was to take place on 27th January. Proceeds
were for the organ fund- both the St. Mark’s and St. Edmund’s organ needed work doing. Times have certainly
changed though; the total sum needed was £200.
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Adverts to pull out and keep

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.

Local, friendly, reliable, insured

01983 716464

To discuss your requirements call Julia

Mobile: 0788 0784 906
ROOFING
AND
BUILDING

Tel: Richard
(01983) 611422

Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and
Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

Steven CHAPPLE
(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING
Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712
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houseproud !

‘solutions by Angela’
quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

This space
could be yours!
To advertise in The Bridge,
please contact:

All Seasons Gardening
and Landscaping

Fence work, gates, Patios, Block paved drives,
Mini digger / Dumper / Hire with operator
Wootton 882879 (All landscaping aspects)
www.isleofwightgardeningandlandscaping.co.uk

Wootton
Post Office
(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm

CIPHE

Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings 01983 615724

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

Tel: 01983 883333

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish 41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)

• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —
Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the
home and office.
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

TO OUR VALUED
ADVERTISERS

PHIL MANSFIELD

Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

Watch out for our email
with details of advertising
renewals for 2022.

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service

• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •
BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT

MITCHELL &
MITCHELL

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT
REPAIR CENTRE

Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge
Isle of Wight PO33 4RD

Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS

29 Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge,
Isle of Wight PO33 4NT

Tel: 01983 883624
Mobile: 07900 928095
07980 935252

E-mail: martin@mitchellmitchell.co.uk

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208
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This space
could be
yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

GRANGE FARM
SHORT BREAKS

Red Squirrel Lodge - Gold award
(self catering) - wheelchair friendly - more
info on web page
• 1 twin bedded room en-suite • 1 double en-suite
• Self-contained family suite with double room and
twin room with bathroom • Tea and coffee making
facilities • Fridge • Colour TV • Children’s play area •
Woodland walks • Off road parking
Plus Silver Award, Breakfast Award and
Top Award for Hygiene (5)

Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne,
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)

Gardening services, interior and
exterior gutter cleaning.
Exterior painting including sheds,
fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885

E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

GEOFF
LEATHER

Your local specialists for . . . .

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?

Then why not help deliver The Bridge
magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of volunteers,
please contact David Bennison on
882783.

MIKE O’DELL

Painter & Decorator
30 years experience

Registered independent
tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE

Tel: 01983 562082

E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk
AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS
STARTING FROM £1,900
www.hvtaylor.co.uk

24 HOUR SERVICE
— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG

Garage
Doors IW
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The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider

Independent
Funeral Directors

Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

Adverts to pull out and keep

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs

Electrical Work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design

No Job too small
Computer & Digital

HARWOODS

For all your motoring needs

MOT’s
for £39

MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:
• Free 25-point vehicle
health check
• Car washed

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk

LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice

steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
If you have an idea I can make it
Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.
Restoration work undertaken.

If you want new gates/railings or old
ones repaired/painted.
Call John on:

(01983) 719716
Mob: 07812 199348

This space
could be yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk
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Andrea

Mobile Hairdressing
Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in
your own home.

Please phone 612395

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES,
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,
GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist

Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790

Mob: 07723 340454

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com

Over 25 years experience

All Seasons Gardening Services

Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding
Turfing, Rotavating, Levelling,
over-grown clearance
Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999)
www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk

MEDINA
veterinary GROUP
27 High Street, Wootton, PO33 4PF

Please telephone for an appointment
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 9am-5pm
SAT 9am-12noon

Telephone: 883955/520543

Also at: 15 Chapel Street, Newport
2 Foreland Road, Bembridge
24-hour emergency cover

Stockists of Premium and Prescription Diets
www.medinavetinary.co.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT

01983 721426

www.huntforest.com

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demonstrations available upon request.
Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

@huntforestgroup

PLUMBER
GERVASE LAIGHT

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel: 01983 760544
Mobile: 07909 902004
DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES

PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

07912 432835

Isle of Wight Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —

Qualified Foot Health Professional
(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)

covering the whole of the Isle of Wight
Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;
Regular Nail Trimming

TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £25 per appointment, or £21 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for
treatment with no hidden costs!

Reach out to Wootton residents and other
businesses by advertising in The Bridge.
For more information, please contact:
david.bennison@gmail.com
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WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694

Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced. Junior Church meets 10am

Minister’s Message

In the past few weeks the main focus of The News
Headlines has been concentrated on many people,
who hold positions of Privilege, Power and Authority,
whom it would appear, make rules for others but do
not always follow the rules themselves.
As Christians, we are to reveal Jesus Christ to people, by the very way that we conduct our lives; words
and actions that reveal God's Truth and Integrity to
the people that we meet.
This is an awesome responsibility, but we have the
opportunity to show to the world God's standards for
daily living.

There are many sayings that we may have been
familiar with over the years:
"Do as I say not as I do".
"Practice what you Preach".
"Actions speak louder than words".
"I can read you like a book".
What do these sayings say to us?
How can these sayings challenge us?
The Poem below challenges us, that people 'read'
our lives by our words and actions.

THE WORLD'S BIBLE. BY AMY CARMICHAEL
Christ has no hands but our hands to work for Him
today.
He has no feet but our feet to lead men to His way.
He has no tongue but our tongue to tell men how He
died.
He has no help but our help to bring men to His side.
We are the only Bible the careless world will read.
We are the sinner's gospel we are the scoffers creed.
We are the Lord's last message given in word and
deed.

What if
What if
What if
What if
is?
What if
spurn?

the type be crooked?
the print be blurred?
our hands are busy with work that is not His?
our feet are walking where sin's allurement

our lips are saying things that His lips would

How can we hope to help Him or hasten His return?
Let us Pray that OUR "Actions will speak louder than
words".
Blessings
Rev David Plumb

Methodist Church
8th February

February Services

Mrs. Marion Izzard wth Holy
Communion.

13th February Rev'd David Plumb. Our Short &
Snappy Family Service.

20th February Local Arrangement

27th February Mrs Jane Dronfield.

The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid
allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.

The Annual Open Weekend

Yes I am thinking about it already. Unless Covid gets in the way, but we did very well in 2021 even with all
the precautions we had to take. Grateful thanks once again to all those who helped in various ways, including supplying some really good photographs featuring wildlife.
Planning for 2022 is of course in the very early stages but here are some ideas.
Since this year is an important anniversary for her Majesty the Queen, stories etc. on a Royal theme would
also be welcome.
I have thought featuring stories about people would be of interest. Have you any stories or information you
would be willing to supply? We always need new material.
There will be other ideas in the future and all suggestions are welcome.
Doreen Gazey
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PARISH COUNCIL
information
Meetings:

Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley
Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher - Chair
Linda Pitcher
Lee Lemon
Barbara Port
Christopher Cory
Liz Kingston, Clerk
All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.
Office opening times:PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. Closed;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

BEAT OFFICER
First Tuesday in month
10am-12 noon or messages can be
left for the Police.

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL

5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
PO33 4NX

tel: 884555
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
website:
www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available
at the HIC can be obtained from the
Parish Clerk or on the website.
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Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council. Telephone:
884555. Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:
Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840.
Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like” – which displays all the latest information and you are welcome to comment on any topic.
Wootton Bridge Parish Council wishes everyone in
the village a Happy New Year

Christmas
The Parish Council hopes everyone in the village has had a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Party in the Park
We are wanting to do this event but do require more volunteers to help organise as well as bodies on the day. If you are interested in helping, if it does go ahead, then please speak to Liz in
the office or give her a ring on 884555.

Spring Tidy Up
We are looking at this taking place in April and will confirm a date nearer the time. All are welcome - you can either tidy round your own street or come to the office where we will be coordinating the Clean-up and give you an area to clean. Equipment is provided.
Post Office at Brannon Way
The Post Office has arrived at Brannon Way. It is open on Wednesday 9.30am to 12.30pm.

Brannons
Brannons is now available for bookings. The room is not large but would be suitable for small
group meetings or small clubs. If you wish to look at booking the room please contact the clerk
either by telephone on 884555 or by email - clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

Parish Council Meetings
These are now back to face-to-face meetings at The Old School in New Road. Details of the
meeting can be found on the notice board in Brannon Way, the Parish Council’s website and
Facebook.

Environmental Officer
The Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental Officer to tackle some of the
low level and anti-social behaviours that can unfortunately blight our community. The EO will be
working at random times and days each week and has initially been asked to concentrate on
fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.

PLEASE CAN YOU NOT FLY TIP AT THE BINS IN BRANNON WAY CAR PARK AS IT COSTS
THE ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL EXTRA MONIES TO GET IT TAKEN AWAY. PLEASE BOOK
A TRIP TO THE TIP! THE PARISH COUNCIL NOW HAVE CCTV COVERING THE AREA AND
ALL FLY TIPPING CAUGHT ON CAMERA WILL BE GIVEN TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL FOR THEM TO LOOK AT PROSECUTING.

If you have any particular areas of concern or want to report any incidents, please either visit
the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by phone or email (01983 884555 or
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk)
Liz Kingston – Clerk
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A Tribute to Heroes

At one time, the McDines would have been well
known in Wootton.
Much of the information in this article was originally supplied to me by Mr. Roy McDine. If you
purchased a copy of the history of the Church at
Wootton Common you may well have seen it
there.
We begin with this report - We regret to record
the death of Mr James Willie McDine DCM, who
succumbed after a short illness, on Sunday, at
the age of 54’ - was the line in the Newport
County Press on the 11th January 1920.
James Willie was the landlord of the Woodman’s
Arms. He joined his father’s regiment (the Black
Watch) at the age of 14, when the regiment was
stationed at Parkhurst Barracks. In 1899, at the
outbreak of the South African war after serving
15 years, was transferred to the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders for the purpose of going
on the staff of the old Volunteers. He re-joined
his old regiment, and went to the Front almost
immediately, and his distinguished conduct at
Magersfontein gained him the D.C.M.

His other decorations included the Egyptian
medal, with four bars (the Nile, Tel-el-Kebir,
Kerbekan, and El Teb), the Egyptian Star and the
South African medal (Queen’s). He later served
in the First World War but was invalided out.
At his death in 1920 he was given a full military
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funeral. He is buried in the cemetery
at Wootton Common. Sadly, as there is no headstone, the site of his grave is unknown. We live
in hope that we may locate it in the future.
“The funeral took place with full military honours
on Thursday.
Seventy Royal Irish Rifles attending from
Parkhurst. Eight warrant officers acted as bearers, with the Comrades of the local post. The polished coffin was draped with the Union Jack, on
the top of which were his glengarry, medals and
red hackle. The procession wended its way to St.
Mark’s Church, to funereal music by the band of
the Royal Irish Rifles. The Rev. T.A.B. Causton
officiated, and at the close of the service in the
church the band played “Abide with me”, the congregation singing it.”
John Wyllie’s son Uncle Willie James, born in
1896, fought bravely in the First World War. He
was wounded in March 1915 and in September
was in hospital suffering from gas poisoning. By
October 1915 he was back at the ‘Front’ in
France and news came that he had been killed in
action on the afternoon of the 13th. The Isle of
Wight County Press in their obituary stated “He
was a gallant son of a gallant father”. He is
remembered with honour at Loos Memorial,
France, and is also named on the memorial at St
Edmund’s Church.
Archie, was James Willie’s fourth child. Born in
1907 he was in the 2nd Battalion of the Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders as a Warrant Officer
Class II. He died in action aged 34 on 21st
December 1941 and is remembered with honour
at Taiping War Cemetery, Malaya.

Grateful thanks to John Castle who produced an
artists impression of the original Church at
Wootton Common (previously published in the
November 2021 edition) which was removed
about the time St Mark’s was built.

A PRAYER FOR THE FALLEN

We honour the lives of all of those brave souls who gave their life in battle for the cause of freedom
and the love of country. Bless their souls as we honour them, an honour richly deserved for their
valour and courage. Amen
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is delivered free

to over 1,750 homes and
businesses in Wootton

Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ — the
March 2022 issue will be available to
pick up from the Churches on
SATURDAY 26th February 2022
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If you have any particular
areas
of concern, or want to
Share your stories or local
knowledge by writing an article report any incidents, please
suitable for The Bridge maga- either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact
zine.
us by phone or email
Please contact David Bennison

on 882783
or email:
thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid with digits in such
a manner that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box
accommodates the digits 1-9,
without repeating any.
New Year Resolution

Ellen Goodman (Journalist)
(1941 - )

We spend January 1st walking
through our lives, room by
room, drawing up a list of
work to be done, cracks to be
patched. Maybe this year, to
balance the list, we ought to
walk through the rooms of our
lives ... not looking for flaws
but for potential.
Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s
permission.
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