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March is a purple month

n more traditional churches, colours are used to mark the seasons of the Christian year, and the
colours of all the textiles in the church (vestments, altar frontals, hangings and so on) change as the
season changes. Green is used when there is no special season to mark (“ordinary time”). White
(and/or gold) and red mark celebratory festivals and some saints’ days, and purple is used for two
seasons when we are preparing for a particularly important festival. These are Advent before
Christmas and Lent, which begins on the 2nd of this month and leads up to Easter Sunday on April
17th, and is the longer of these preparatory (or “penitential”) seasons.

Why purple? We don’t really know. It wasn’t the original choice; purple replaced black in about the
twelfth century. In Jesus’ time, purple was an enormously expensive colour, reserved for emperors
and kings - which is why the soldiers dressed Jesus in a purple robe, to mock him as “king” before his
crucifixion. The use of purple is said to be a reference to that event, but that may be stretching things
a bit. What seems to be more to the point is that, in our own time, purple can be vibrant (or even
shocking) or sombre, and that contrast certainly fits with the need to prepare mentally and spiritually
for a festival that, in the course of only three days, takes us through the lowest and the highest points
of the Christian year.

Particularly in the Middle Ages, Lent was a time of compulsory fasting and self-denial, which conveniently suited the demands of the rural economy, as it came at a time when winter supplies were likely
to be running low. These days, the one thing most of us know about Lent is that it is a time for giving
things up, though we are not always clear as to why we should do such a thing. Clearly, there is nothing wrong with a bit of self discipline, but why do it at this particular time of year?

For me, the real significance of Lent is the opportunity to think about and through things as the year
unfolds. Purple inside the church contrasts with new foliage outside; high points and low points are
right next to each other, as they will be at Easter, and as they are in every aspect of our lives. This
month, take a little time to reflect on the contrasting experiences that life throws at us day by day,
and, who knows, you may find the emerging signs of Spring, with its bright green challenge to darker
purple, that much more enjoyable as the Lenten season progresses.

See Page 3 for March Services

David Bennison
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THE RECTORY

(contributed by Doreen Gazey)

The original Rectory was on the site of
Wootton Lodge, although from what date, is
uncertain. The oldest portion of Wootton Lodge
was 17th century. Since the then Manor was
also 17th Century perhaps both were built at the
same time, and it is certainly feasible that earlier
Rectories were built on the same site. There
have been Rectors of Wootton for 900 years,
and the Lodge was the Rectory until 1856.
Thomas Lisle, who was Rector from 1737-1767,
lived there - in fact it has been said that his
ghost used to haunt it.
In 1855 Rector Richard Walton White occupied
the Lodge. He died in that year and his son,
Francis White-Popham, became patron. His
father had been patron and had presented himself to the living.
Mr White-Popham wished to retain Wootton
Lodge as his residence and offered to build a
new Rectory on land further up Church Road. It
was erected in 1856 by
the firm of Cooper,
Morgan and Bradley, at
a cost of £1,275 plus
£69.15s architect's fees .
Costs were defrayed by
sale of glebe land to Mr
White- Popham.
It was actually the smallest Rectory on the
Island (32) but was
enormous by present
day standards. On the
first floor there were six
bedrooms, a bathroom,
and a dressing room. On the ground floor were
the study, lounge, dining room, butler's pantry,
large kitchen and scullery, walk-in larder and a
WC. In addition there were numbers of outbuildings round a courtyard. This impressive building,
which would have needed a complete staff of
servants to run it, was set in around four acres
of grounds consisting of lawns, a kitchen garden
and another courtyard with more outbuildings,
including pigsties and stabling. The Rector at
that period would, of course, have travelled by
horsepower.
Impressive as it was, the Rectory possessed a
number of drawbacks. Chief among them was
the stream that ran through the cellar, into which
the bath water discharged. When the stream
became blocked the cellar flooded to within
inches of the floorboards and, in more recent
times, it was not unknown to find stray frogs in

the kitchens above. When the Reverend Arthur
Genower arrived in 1940, he was informed by
the churchwarden, "This house ain't fit to live
in". Indeed, in 1946 the Sanitary Inspector of
Newport also said the Rectory was unfit for
habitation. As well as the flooding cellar there
was, by then, an offensive smell from rotting
floorboards, the dining room ventilation brick
was placed in a drain, and roses could be seen
growing from the drains, while the grounds were
in considerable disorder.
There was no gas, electricity, or mains drainage,
although these were gradually added during the
years that followed. A Rectory renovation fund
was set up, but work had to be delayed since
urgent repairs were required in St Edmund's.
The Rectory was, however, still too large, inconvenient and expensive to run. In 1959 the Rev
Genower asked for the house to be divided.
This was agreed by the Diocesan Board of
Finance but an estimated £10,000 was considered too expensive; and
in 1968 a new Rectory
was built on what had
been the lawn, and the
old building pulled down.
Its site (corner of Church
Road and Rectory Drive)
is now occupied by
maisonettes.The new
building, erected by
Island Builders and
designed by Diocesan
Architect A.G.Biggs, cost
£11,000 (a sizeable sum in the 1960’s).
However it cost the Parish nothing, mainly
owing to the efforts of Rev Genower. He had
obtained the large amount of £9,000 from
Messrs A.J. Wait & Co. for the site, together with
the easing of building restrictions. This did mean
that the maisonettes were built rather close to
the new Rectory grounds, with increased disturbance and loss of privacy. The remaining £2,000
was loaned by the Diocese.
The grounds and glebe lands had been gradually disposed of over the years, and the proceeds
provided income for the Rector. The Glebe
Estate occupies the former Rectory grounds,
much of which were sold in 1945, including a
field in Church Road, next to the Rectory garden, also the Rectory orchard, Gretton's fields,
several plots along the High Street, and
Packsfield Farm.
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Snapshots of Quarr - part 16
by David McCulloch
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5:15PM The monks continue to celebrate the Office or Vespers, or Evening Prayer, in the Abbey Church.
After the Scripture reading appropriate to the time of the day and a responsory, the community sings the
hymn of thanksgiving that is one of the most well known passages from the Gospels, Mary’s song of praise
from Chapter 1 of Luke’s Gospel that is usually known by its Latin title, the “Magnificat”. It begins “My soul
glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for He has looked on his servant in her lowliness; henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.”
Mary recognised that she was entirely dependent on God for all the love and grace she had received. In
one sense, Mary was given a unique vocation, as she was chosen to be the Mother of God, conceiving
and giving birth to Jesus, the only Son of God. Therefore Mary has a unique place in the story of salvation.
But she is even more notable because of her extraordinary faithfulness to what God had promised her.
When she was visited by the angel Gabriel in her simple family home in Nazareth 2000 years ago, she
received the news of her call from God
with great simplicity and humility. We don’t
know what had prepared her in life for this
acceptance of God’s will, but we do know
that in this receptiveness to God’s Word,
she is a model for Christians. We are all
called to be open to God’s will, no matter
what task he may ask us to carry out. It
takes a leap of faith and trust, but God
reveals to us throughout the Scriptures
that he will be faithful to his promises, so
he is always trustworthy. Mary knew this
and encourages us to trust God absolutely. “He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, as
He promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and his descendants forever.”
Singing the Magnificat at Quarr always felt like a special privilege, as we were singing Mary’s song of
thanksgiving in a church dedicated to her. The Abbey in a spiritual sense belongs not just to God, but also
to Mary as its patron saint. An old abbot of Solesmes, Quarr’s mother monastery, once said to us that he
always slept better in an abbey dedicated to Mary. While we cannot prove that scientifically, what we can
say is that Mary desires to protect all her children, which includes all those who follow her example of obedience to the will of her Son Jesus. She still calls us to do what she told the servants at the marriage feast
of Cana. “Do whatever He tells you.”

Church Services in Wootton during March

(All services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)

The relaxation of covid regulations means that it is no longer necessary to book for services but you will be asked to
sign in and sanitize your hands. We would also ask you to wear a mask if you feel comfortable with it.
We are now able to offer the Brunch service to everyone!
It is also possible to book for services at Holy Cross, Binstead and St Peter’s, Havenstreet if you visit their websites.

ST EDMUNDS

Weds 2nd
Sun 6th
Weds 9th
Sun 13th
Weds 16th
Weds 23rd
Sun 27th

0930
0800
0930
1830
0930
0930
1830

Holy Communion (Ash Wednesday)
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong

ST MARKS
Sun 6th
Sunday 13th
Sun 20th
Sun27th

0930 Brunch
0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
0930 Morning Prayer + Big Mac Talk
0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
(Mothering Sunday)
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The Repair Shop

Many viewers have been enthralled by this BBC 1 television programme which is filmed at the Weald and
Downland Museum in a tranquil setting at Singleton, 5 miles from Chichester. This is a collection of historic buildings rescued from demolition in order to preserve evidence of living and working in a rural landscape between
950 AD and the nineteenth century.
The concept was founded by a group of enthusiasts led by the late Dr. J. R. Armstrong in 1967 and opened to
the public in 1970. The site is 40 acres achieved at a peppercorn rent. Most of the present 50 historic buildings,
if impossible to save in situ, have been meticulously dismantled and rebuilt here by volunteers. Included are the
tools, equipment, furniture and clothing of their period. Buildings include a carpenter’s shop with tools still in
racks, a granary, sawmill and charcoal burner’s camp.
The public can bring treasured objects long past their sell by date, ranging from toys, furniture, paintings and old
clocks for rescue by experts at no cost. The restorers are masters in their own field. They are not actors. Their
patience and skill in tracking down vital missing components and presenting a perfect article to the owner is what
makes the programme so touching. I would say that enthusiasm combined with skill is what works. There is an entrance fee to the
Museum of £15.50. Visitors can walk into The Court Barn on
days with no filming.
It raises the question of British sentimentality for old things
stirring memories of time past. The Spanish author, Ignacia
Pedro, resident here for 4 years, reflects on this in his new
book. He says that memorial park benches are unheard of
in Continental Europe and if you opened a card shop in Spain,
you would starve. He admits to using a kettle, but remains a coffee drinker. He does send thank you cards after attending a dinner party.
We knew the Museum in its early days. At that time sheep wandered under the trees, accompanied by several
Shire horses. In the years since the 1970’s subsequent buildings in the collection sit tidily among swathes of mown
grass, thanks to the efforts of volunteers, .and look ready to welcome today’s visitors.
A retired workmate of mine from Longmans Green (now Pearson PLC) called Dee Cunningham retired to a cottage in Chichester. She was the widow of a fierce ex-army Highlander with plenty of charisma of her own. So it
came about that my late husband Peter and I, with the addition of Brian, book designer from the same firm,
drove down occasionally to visit hospitable Dee. After lunch, we went to the Weald and Downland site where
the gentlemen inspected the latest achievements. Dee’s presence ensured it was a reunion of great hilarity.

SPRING IS COMING

Yvonne Gilbert

(by Doreen Gazey)

Early January was our first mid-week communion at St Edmund’s this year, I was looking out for signs of snowdrops
and actually spotted some not far from the gate. The timing of their arrival varies. Some years they have appeared as
early as Christmas day.
It seems to depend on the weather. Looking out of my window at the rain I would think that any sensible snowdrop
(and human) would stay under cover- but it does mean spring is on the way. In a few weeks, weather permitting the
churchyard will be covered with snowdrops which will certainly cheer us up. There will be daffodils too, and primroses
as well as a lovely patch of blue anemones by the north churchyard wall.
The rows of miniature daffodils flanking the main door were planted for the millennium. Watch out for them.
Does anyone recall when the snowdrops
were first planted? I recollect seeing a reference to the then Churchyard Manager
having planted them post-war and there
seem to be more every year. I think the field
mice must have eaten the ones I planted in
my garden. Certainly, they disappeared.
Meanwhile, Newchurch and Gatcombe are
good places to see snowdrops. Why not go
and look?
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For Your Diary ... What’s On ...
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KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES.
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT
10.30am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance.
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45 –
3.45pm AND FRIDAYS AT 11.45am – 12.45pm AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated
or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDITIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO
4PM. FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG
OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE A REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL
ON FRIDAYS: 2PM TO 3PM SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR FURTHER INFO
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

If you have small children and would like a safe and welcoming environment for them to play with other children then
these events are for you:

Little Lions Toddler Group

This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, every Wednesday except the first Wednesday of the month (March
9th, 16th & 23rd). If you know anyone who would appreciate the company of other people with babies and toddlers,
please do tell them about us. Being a new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are
walking the same path.
On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.

Elephant Club

If someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB* will be taking place at St Mark’s Church on
Thursday March 10th from 2-4pm. We spend the time visiting old memories, eating cake and laughing – you will be very
welcome.
* Note - The name has nothing to do with weight - just the saying “An elephant never forgets!”
For more information on Little Lions or the Elephant Club please email stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 301880.

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS
The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am12 noon every Monday until further notice.

Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or
musicians welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Marks Brothers Bacon Butty Group
The next meeting of The Mark's Brothers' Bacon Butty Group will be on 8th March at 10am and is open to all men.
Please contact Harry to ensure an adequate quantity of supplies! harryskirby@btinternet.com 07814809083.
A voluntary donation of £2 is requested.
CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI)
Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the second Wednesday of each month (except August) at the Methodist Church,
Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW. Visitors and new members always welcome. Contact: Ann Parker 884263.
9th March
Speaker: Footprint Trust on energy issues.
Competitions: Energy Saving Tip and Best Bloom

Cinema Visit
Downton Abbey
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Adverts to pull out and keep

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.

Local, friendly, reliable, insured

01983 716464

To discuss your requirements call Julia

Mobile: 0788 0784 906
ROOFING
AND
BUILDING

Tel: Richard
(01983) 611422

Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and
Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

Steven CHAPPLE
(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING
Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712
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houseproud !

‘solutions by Angela’
quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

This space
could be yours!
To advertise in The Bridge,
please contact:

All Seasons Gardening
and Landscaping

Fence work, gates, Patios, Block paved drives,
Mini digger / Dumper / Hire with operator
Wootton 882879 (All landscaping aspects)
www.isleofwightgardeningandlandscaping.co.uk

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?
More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

CIPHE

Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings 01983 615724

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

Tel: 01983 883333

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish 41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)

• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —
Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the
home and office.
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

TO OUR VALUED
ADVERTISERS

PHIL MANSFIELD

Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

Thank you for your
renewals, which have
enabled us
to continue producing
The Bridge in 2022.

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service

• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •
BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Mitchell & Mitchell

PROPERTY SERVICES
“From the roof to the roots”
Your local family builder - Est. over 20 yrs

ALL TRADES COVERED

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT
REPAIR CENTRE

Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge
Isle of Wight PO33 4RD

Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

• Roofing, Facia & Soffits •
• A full professional kitchen planning
and installation service •
Friendly professional service

FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
PLEASE CALL:

883624 / 07900 928095

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208
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This space
could be
yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

GRANGE FARM
HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)
Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)
OPEN ALL YEAR
• 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
• Short Breaks Available
• Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)

•Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
• Off Road Parking
Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)

Gardening services, interior and
exterior gutter cleaning.
Exterior painting including sheds,
fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885

E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

GEOFF
LEATHER

Your local specialists for . . . .

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?

Then why not help deliver The Bridge
magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of volunteers,
please contact David Bennison on
882783.

MIKE O’DELL

Painter & Decorator
30 years experience

Registered independent
tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE

Tel: 01983 562082

E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk
AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS
STARTING FROM £1,900
www.hvtaylor.co.uk

24 HOUR SERVICE
— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG

Garage
Doors IW
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The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider

Independent
Funeral Directors

Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

Adverts to pull out and keep

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs

Electrical Work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design

No Job too small
Computer & Digital

HARWOODS

For all your motoring needs

MOT’s
for £39

MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:
• Free 25-point vehicle
health check
• Car washed

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk

LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice

steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
If you have an idea I can make it
Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.
Restoration work undertaken.

If you want new gates/railings or old
ones repaired/painted.
Call John on:

(01983) 719716
Mob: 07812 199348

This space
could be yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk
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Andrea

Mobile Hairdressing
Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in
your own home.

Please phone 612395

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES,
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,
GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist

Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790

Mob: 07723 340454

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com

Over 25 years experience

All Seasons Gardening Services

Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding
Turfing, Rotavating, Levelling,
over-grown clearance
Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999)
www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT

01983 721426

www.huntforest.com

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demonstrations available upon request.
Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

@huntforestgroup

PLUMBER
GERVASE LAIGHT

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

Wootton
Post Office
(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

Do you enjoy singing?

— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel: 01983 760544
Mobile: 07909 902004
DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES

PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

07912 432835

Isle of Wight Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —

Qualified Foot Health Professional
(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)

covering the whole of the Isle of Wight
Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;
Regular Nail Trimming

TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £25 per appointment, or £21 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for
treatment with no hidden costs!

St. Mark’s Church Choir meets on Thursday evening 6.30-7.30pm. We
sing inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No experience necessary.Our practices are for preparing the choir to sing at church services
and occasional social performances.

Come along and give it a try.

Any questions please e-mail David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com
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WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
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(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694

Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced. Junior Church meets 10am

Corinthians 13:4-8

Minister’s Message

4 - Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 - It does not
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 - It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. 8 - Love
never fails.
As I write this message we are just days away
from Valentines Day and it has just reminded me
that I have not bought my wife a present or a
card yet. My mind is directed to the above verses which explains so much of what love should
be like.

We live in a world where so many people ask the
question ‘what can I get out of it’ instead of ‘
what can I put into the relationship’. Others may
look at the words as a multi choice exam paper
where we just tick the ones which may suit us.

Many years ago when I was was not only
younger but much fitter, I played football most
weekends for a local club on the Island. I cannot
remember a weekend when there was not
enough players available. It was sad to know
that when I returned to the Island that many
teams and leagues have fallen by the wayside
partly through lack of commitment and not being
able to field a team each week.

With any relationship there has to be commitment to each other and any relationship has to
be selfless. It is about putting the other person
first.

This is what Jesus did when he went to the
cross. He did not think of himself but you and
me. Jesus could have walked away but he went
to the cross because he loved us and wanted
the best for us. We have been weighed down by
our past and the wrongs we have all committed
but Jesus gave us the opportunity to have a
fresh start.

By committing ourselves to God through Christ
our faith will draw us closer to fulfilling those
verses from 1 Corinthians. The closer we draw
to God the closer we draw to each other. The
more committed to God the more committed to
each other.

Methodist Church
March Services

6th March

Rev’d David Plumb, Covenant

20th March

Margaret Steer

13th March

27th March

Short & Snappy Service

Julie Fowler Mothering Sunday

The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid
allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.

1 Corinthians 13 is the way we should love and
care for each other but it is something which we
should continually aim and strive for.

My prayer for you is that you will not only draw
closer to God but to continue in commitment for
each other by putting the other person first and
aiming to fulfil the words of 1 Corinthians 13.
Love divine, all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus, Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
May God Bless you

Rev David Plumb
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PARISH COUNCIL
information
Meetings:

Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley
Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher - Chair
Linda Pitcher
Lee Lemon
Barbara Port
Christopher Cory
Liz Kingston, Clerk
All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.
Office opening times:PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. Closed;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — March 2022

Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council. Telephone:
884555. Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:
Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840.
Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like” – which displays all the
latest information and you are welcome to comment on any topic.

Time to get walking again! (contributed by John Harris)
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out to walk in the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find new and interesting walks?
Walking in the Isle of Wight https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/wight has hundreds of walks to
download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is
there in one place.
Walking in the Isle of Wight (part of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in
one place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a
walk suitable for you’.With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus, notes of suitability for
pushchairs and wheelchairs are included so that everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
Web: www.walkinginengland.co.uk

Email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Party in the Park
We are wanting to do this event but do require more volunteers to help organise as well as bodies on the day. If you are interested in helping, if it does go ahead, then please speak to Liz in
the office or give her a ring on 884555.

Spring Tidy Up
We are looking at this taking place in April and will confirm a date nearer the time. All are welcome - you can either tidy round your own street or come to the office where we will be coordinating the Clean-up and give you an area to clean. Equipment is provided.
Post Office at Brannon Way
The Post Office has arrived at Brannon Way. It is open on Wednesday 9.30am to 12.30pm.
Brannons

BEAT OFFICER
Brannons is now available for bookings. The room is not large but would be suitable for small
First Tuesday in month
group meetings or small clubs. If you wish to look at booking the room please contact the clerk
10am-12 noon or messages can be either by telephone on 884555 or by email - clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
left for the Police.

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL

5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
PO33 4NX

Parish Council Meetings
These are now back to face-to-face meetings at The Old School in New Road. Details of the
meeting can be found on the notice board in Brannon Way, the Parish Council’s website and
Facebook.

Environmental Officer
The Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental Officer to tackle some of the
low level and anti-social behaviours that can unfortunately blight our community. The EO will be
working at random times and days each week and has initially been asked to concentrate on
fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.

tel: 884555
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
website:
www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Please don’t fly tip at the bins in Brannon Way car park as it costs the IW Council extra monies
Full details of all facilities available to get it taken away. The Parish Council now have CCTV covering the area and all fly tiping
at the HIC can be obtained from the caught on camera will be given to the IW Council for them to look at prosecuting.
Parish Clerk or on the website.

If you have any particular areas of concern or want to report any incidents, please either visit
the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by phone or email (01983 884555 or
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk)
Liz Kingston – Clerk

March 2022 — The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton
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JALOPY RACING AT WOOTTON

For those who do not know what Jalopy
Racing is, it is racing old cars around a dirt
track as fast as you can go.
Having spotted an article on the IW
Heritage Group Facebook Page about
jalopy racing at Wootton, it immediately
brought back memories of manning the first
aid tent. The tent was just large enough for
a couple of chairs and a table, on which was
placed the first aid kit and our stretcher. Most of the time it was relatively quiet and we could watch
the racing, I never recall having to go out with the stretcher; it was usually, cuts, bruises and sprains
that we had to deal with.
The following article about jalopy racing in the early 1970’s is taken from The News.

8,000 at IW Jalopy Racing
Jalopy racing has proved so successful on the IW that a permanent race track is to be set up within
the next 6 months.
The Island’s first jalopy meeting was in August when there were only 25 entries; while a crowd of 8,000
attended the second meeting at Wootton when there were more than 100 entries and 135 drivers taking part.
One of the organisers, Mr Robin Standard, told The News “There is no doubt that the Island wants
jalopy racing and before Christmas, an Island Jalopy Motor Racing Club is to be formed with an idea
of establishing a permanent racing centre. The centre will not necessarily be at Wootton but a third
event has been arranged in the village for December 27 when there will be 160 entries and we are
expecting a crowd of 10,000”.

Were you one of those who took part? Do you have any photos or any memories that you would like
to share?
Please contact me on 882019 or email vivienne.loveless@virgin.net

Friends of St Edmunds- August Bank Holiday Open Weekend -

Vivienne Loveless

Can you help with.....

Stories , memories, photographs featuring Royalty , Royal events in recognition of
her Majesty's Jubilee
Memories, reminiscences about local families.
Please call 1983 883126 - all ideas welcome.

Village Bench - appeal

As Archivist I don’t always know the answers to
queries but I do my best to try and find an answer.
Here’s one that foxed me. The seat outside, what
is now the Hospice shop, seems to need some
TLC. Does anyone know who, if anyone, is
responsible for it? It is not the Parish Council, we
checked.

If you have any ideas please call Doreen on 883126 or visit the Wootton Hospice shop.
Many thanks.
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‘The Bridge’
is delivered free

to over 1,750 homes and
businesses in Wootton

Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ — the
March 2022 issue will be available to
pick up from the Churches on
SATURDAY 26th February 2022

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — March 2022
If you have any particular
areas
of concern, or want to
Share your stories or local
knowledge by writing an article report any incidents, please
suitable for The Bridge maga- either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact
zine.
us by phone or email
Please contact David Bennison

on 882783
or email:
thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid with digits in such
a manner that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box
accommodates the digits 1-9,
without repeating any.
Quotes on the Environment
Greta Thunburg
(Born 2003)

"I have learned you are never too
small to make a difference."
"The moment we decide to fulfill
something, we can do anything."
"Together and united, we are
unstoppable."

Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s
permission.

‘THE BRIDGE’

The publisher does not necessarily hold
the same views as those expressed by
contributors and reserves the right to
refuse or alter material.

Copy deadline date:
FRIDAY 11th MARCH 2022
(12 noon) for April/May 2022

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH

Churchwarden: Ann Capps
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at:

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880
(we will respond as soon as we can)

Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of
The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900
Send your advertisements for inclusion
in ‘The Bridge’ to:

E-mail Addresses

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone
David Bennison on
882783 or the
Churchwardens.

Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments
about ‘The Bridge’ to:

thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

