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More than ever, we need Easter

There are, of course, parallells between Christmas and Easter, but there are also contrasts. Christmas is, essentially, a pagan midwinter festival taken over by and assimilated into Christianity with a Christian name.
Conversely, Easter has (in the Germanic languages and English at least) a pagan name, but has the Jewish
Passover embedded in its story, and its timing is, or was originally, essentially the timing of Passover.
We don’t need to go into all the shenanigans over the timing of Easter that have taken place down the years.
Suffice to say that many folk wish a way could be found of placing Easter on a specific date, or at least in a
specific week, to minimise the disruption caused by having it move around so much. This year, Easter is rather
late. With the way the world now is, I don’t think that it can come soon enough.
As you probably know, The Bridge is resolutely non-political. Our aim is to publish articles that bring people
in our community together, and not to play on political (or religious) differences. But recent events in the wider
world, not just Ukraine, coming as they do on top of the stresses and strains of living with endemic COVID,
bear on us all and transcend mere politics. This late coming Easter arrives at a very unsettled, and unsettling,
time.
I am sure that all our readers are as horrified and angry as I am at the unwarranted aggression and callous inhumanity that has been filling our newspapers and our television or computer screens during these past weeks.
But Easter, whatever your personal take on it may be, is a timely reminder that we cannot live by horror and
anger. Rather, as the singer/songwriter Eric Bibb tellingly puts it:

We’re here to pay our dues with the cash of compassion,
here to pay some dues with the gold in our hearts,
here to pay some dues with the bright coins of kindness,
pay those dues with the currency of love.

So my picture this month is a simple celebration of the Spring flowers we are fortunate enough to see around
us just now. These flowers speak to many people of the new life and new hope offered by the Easter story.
May this long awaited Easter be a time of peace and renewal for us all.
David Bennison

See Page 3 for April and May Services
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Best Job In The World

Whilst at times it can be challenging with long hours and frustrations which
are caused by budget constraints or ‘red tape’, I have to say I think I have
one of the best jobs ever and feel honoured to lead such a wonderful
school. Over the last few weeks the children have been able to engage in a
whole range of activities outside of the classroom, and usual routines, now
that the Covid restrictions have been lifted. You will no doubt have heard in
the news how the Department for Education want the children to ‘catch up’
on missed learning as a result of the different lockdowns. Our motto at
Mrs Jane Wilford
Wootton is that we are not ‘catching up’ we are recovering and ensuring that children can access
the wider curriculum as much as covering lost ground in core subjects such as English and Maths.
Headteacher
These are some of the exciting activities and proud moments I get to witness every day.
We have finally made it to the end of the school building refurbishment and the children now have a lovely modern school
with a new outside play trail, which was opened by our House Captains. The children are so enjoying being able to use
this at their playtimes.

Our football teams are going from strength to strength, despite being impacted by Covid with limited training, matches cancelled etc. This year our teams have made it to the finals which has not been achieved before!
Our Year four class are really enjoying their brass instruments lessons this term. They have been given the opportunity to
trial a range of instruments such as a trumpet or trombone and we have been really impressed with the progress they have
made.
Our Reception class celebrated Chinese New Year with a week of activities finishing with their parents coming into school
to share their learning and events. They also enjoying bringing their class text alive when learning different fairy tales. This
included a walk in the school grounds to find the bears!
Our particular favourite in the school year is World Book Day and this year the theme was ‘Everyone is a reader’ encouraging all children to read more and in particular read for pleasure. We frequently talk to the children about reading being
‘The Key’ as it unlocks so many different doors. All the children took part wearing an outfit from either their favourite book
or a book/author that really inspires them. It was a wonderful day which saw children working with different classes to support reading and the staff really engaged too! We also found out during the day that we had won a book competition with
Morrison supermarket and received some new books for our library.

I hope this gives you a little insight to the fun learning we do at Wootton and you get a little flavour of some of the reasons
as to why I have the best job!
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Snapshots of Quarr - part 17
by David McCulloch

5:30PM The time after Vespers in the monastery is a period when a monk traditionally relaxes at the end of
a full day. But as St Benedict says consistently in his Rule, being idle makes it more likely for a monk to be distracted from the essential element of his life in the community, i.e. developing his intimate relationship with God,
letting the Spirit of God work within him. The novice monks still in training may need to learn some aspect of
monastic or theological education with one of the more senior members of the community. Monks may choose
to study some aspect of theology or history, for their own intellectual benefit or for the good of the Church or
other people. The Abbot might decide to talk to the community in the chapter house after Vespers about an
aspect of monastic observance, the Rule of Saint Benedict’s lessons for us, or, particularly at Quarr, how the
teaching of monastic founders such as Dom Prosper Gueranger help the community live as monks of the
Solesmes Congregation. The guestmaster might need to look after the guests’ needs or be available to offer
spiritual advice to a person on retreat, or offer the
Sacrament of Reconciliation to a person who seeks the forgiveness of their sins from God through the action of a
priest.
When I was in the community for sixteen years, at different
times I would read, practise calligraphy, learn about the
medieval Cistercian monastery at Quarr which led me into
reviewing books for academic journals, compose music, or
practise the singing of the chant or organ-playing and
accompaniment. Sometimes, I would have my interest
caught by some of my favourite classic stories such as the
Relaxing at the end of a full day.
Sherlock Holmes stories of Arthur Conan Doyle, or read poetry by masters such as Dylan Thomas, W.B. Yeats, or Gerald Manley Hopkins. Other members of the community
might paint, sculpt, or throw pots. And of course, there was always a practical task necessary for some members of the community to keep the monastery running smoothly, such as maintenance of the abbey building,
cooking and cleaning. Whatever a monk needs or is asked to do by the Abbot for the good of the community,
he tries to do it to the best of his ability, to the glory of God.
PARISH OF WOOTTON - ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

This will be held on Wednesday 27th April 7pm at St Mark’s Church, Station Road, Wootton. Anyone living in Wootton
Bridge is entitled to vote to elect the church wardens of the parish.
The second part of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will review 2021 in the Parish. People on the Church Electoral
Roll are entitled to vote on any decisions needing to be taken.

Church Services in Wootton during April/May

(Please be aware that all services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)

We are continuing to take some precautions to keep you safe – hand sanitizing, greater distance between chairs and
ventilation. It is for you to decide whether you wish to wear a mask.
ST EDMUNDS

Sun April 3rd
Wed April 6th
Sun April 10th
Wed April 13th
Wed April 20th
Sun April 24th
Wed April 27th
Sun May 1st
Wed May 4th
Sun May 8th
Wed May 11th
Wed May 18th
Sun May 22nd
Wed May 25th

0800
0930
1830
0930
0930
1830
0930
0800
0930
1830
0930
0930
1830
0930

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holly Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion

Sun April 3rd
Sun April 10th

Tue April 12th
Fri April 15th
Sun April 17th
Sun April 24th

Sun April 29th
Sun May 1st
Sun May 8th
Sun May 15th
Sun May 22nd
Sun May 29th

Maunday Thursday (14th April) – service at St Peter’s, Havenstreet 7.30pm
Good Friday (15th April) – reflective service at Holy Cross, Binstead starting at 12 noon

ST MARKS

0930 Brunch
0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
(Palm Sunday)
1900 Stations of the Cross
1000 Good Friday Family Service
1000 Easter Sunday Holy Communion
0930 Morning Prayer + Big Mac +
Explorers
0930 Holy Communion
0930 Brunch
0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
0930 Morning Prayer + Big Mac
0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
0930 Holy Communion
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A Copse Not Far Away

There is a wild copse not far away,
Without the old church wall,
Where brambles rule and flowers have died
But we can save it, for the good of all.

That short, totally unheard of verse (I just made it up... with a nod to Cecil Frances Alexander, who initially confused me by being a girl) could have more meaning for our local community than it seems prima facie.

Most of us living in Wootton will know of our 11th century and Grade 2* listed Church of St. Edmund, but, did
you know that the roadway immediately outside the church and the verge running the length of the upper
graveyard, actually belong to the church? Yes, that gravelly, pot-holed track is church property. What's more, the
small copse across the track, opposite the church, is land given to the church in 1947.

A 'copse' is defined as: a thicket, grove or growth of small trees. Our St. Edmund's copse is a near perfect example
in as much as it is a thicket but the trees may no longer be quite so ‘small’, with a tall canopy cutting out light
below. The ground within the copse is overgrown with brambles and from time to time, when needs must, soil
removed from the graveyard is dumped in the copse. Thus, when you are familiar with a location, the 'eye does
not always see' but for others, visitors to the ancient church for whatever reason, it could be seen as a bit of a
mess. It could be better for wildlife, for the community, for all of us and here is a suggestion as to how that could
be achieved, with your help.

We are seeking to form a community group for the purpose of working to transform the 'thicket' into a garden.
As to what type of garden, would be left up to the group to determine after full consultation with the community of Wootton and other interested parties. The idea is to create a beautiful, quiet place created and maintained
into the future by members of the community, for the community. Representatives of existing groups would all
be welcome to participate in the project, begun in the Queen's Platinum Jubilee year.

Please, give it some thought; get involved and let's make it happen. If you have any interest or ideas about how
we might use the Copse, please get in touch with me, via the email address for The Bridge that you will find on
Page 12. We hope to call an initial meeting of interested people as soon as the weather gets a bit warmer.

And finally, do you know another thing about Cecil Frances Alexander? She wrote All Things Bright and
Beautiful...something we're hoping to create here.
Eric Griffiths
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KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES.
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT
10.30am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance.
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45 –
3.45pm AND FRIDAYS AT 11.45am – 12.45pm AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated
or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDITIONS.
MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO 4PM. FOR
FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG
OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE A REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON
FRIDAYS: 2PM TO 3PM SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR FURTHER INFO CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

If you have small children and would like a safe and welcoming environment for them to play with other children then
these events are for you:

Little Lions Toddler Group

This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, every Wednesday except the first Wednesday of the month.
If you know anyone who would appreciate the company of other people with babies and toddlers, please do tell them
about us. Being a new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are walking the same path.
On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.

Elephant Club

If someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB* will be meeting at St Mark’s Church between 24pm on Thursday’s April 14th, May 12th and June 16th. We spend the time visiting old memories, eating cake and laughing
– you will be very welcome.
* Note - The name has nothing to do with weight - just the saying “An elephant never forgets!”
For more information on Little Lions or the Elephant Club please email stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 301880.
WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS - The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am12 noon every Monday until further notice.
Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or
musicians welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Marks Brothers Bacon Butty Group
The next meetings of The Mark's Brothers' Bacon Butty Group will be on 12th April and 10th May at 10am and is open
to all men. Please contact Harry to ensure an adequate quantity of supplies! harryskirby@btinternet.com
07814809083. A voluntary donation of £2 is requested.

CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI) - Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the second Wednesday of each month
(except August) at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW. Visitors and new members always welcome. Contact: Ann Parker 884263.
13th April
Speaker : Jane Mott, Hair & Beauty demo
Competitions: Hair or beauty tip and Best Bloom
27th April - Kurling Evening Creekside with Rookley WI.

11th May
Creekside Annual Competition: open to everyone, see
separate syllabus sheets.
Annual meeting: Creekside WI
Competition: Best Bloom
May - Crazy Golf at Puckpool 4pm with optional meal at
own cost.
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Adverts to pull out and keep

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.

Local, friendly, reliable, insured

01983 716464

To discuss your requirements call Julia

Mobile: 0788 0784 906
ROOFING
AND
BUILDING

Tel: Richard
(01983) 611422

Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and
Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

Steven CHAPPLE
(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING
Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712
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houseproud !

‘solutions by Angela’
quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

Digital Security

The UK Cyber Security Centre has warned
that we should all expect an increase in
cyber attacks. Don’t open unexpected
emails or click on suspicious links.
Please be alert!

All Seasons Gardening
and Landscaping

Fence work, gates, Patios, Block paved drives,
Mini digger / Dumper / Hire with operator
Wootton 882879 (All landscaping aspects)
www.isleofwightgardeningandlandscaping.co.uk

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?
More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

CIPHE

Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

PHIL MANSFIELD
Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings 01983 615724

Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

Tel: 01983 883333

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish 41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)

• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —
Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the
home and office.
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

Do you enjoy
singing?

St. Mark’s Church
Choir meets on
Thursday evening
6.30-7.30pm. We sing
inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No
experience necessary.Our practices are for preparing the choir to sing at church services and occasional social performances.
Come along and give it a try.
Any questions please e-mail:
David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service

• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •
BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT

MITCHELL &
MITCHELL

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT
REPAIR CENTRE

Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge
Isle of Wight PO33 4RD

Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS

29 Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge,
Isle of Wight PO33 4NT

Tel: 01983 883624
Mobile: 07900 928095
07980 935252

E-mail: martin@mitchellmitchell.co.uk

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208
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This space
could be
yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

GRANGE FARM
HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)
Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)
OPEN ALL YEAR
• 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
• Short Breaks Available
• Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)

•Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
• Off Road Parking
Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)

Gardening services, interior and
exterior gutter cleaning.
Exterior painting including sheds,
fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885

E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

GEOFF
LEATHER

Your local specialists for . . . .

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?

Then why not help deliver The Bridge
magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of volunteers,
please contact David Bennison on
882783.

MIKE O’DELL

Painter & Decorator
30 years experience

Registered independent
tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE

Tel: 01983 562082

E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk
AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS
STARTING FROM £1,900
www.hvtaylor.co.uk

24 HOUR SERVICE
— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG

Garage
Doors IW

7

The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider

Independent
Funeral Directors

Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

Adverts to pull out and keep

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs

Electrical Work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design

No Job too small
Computer & Digital

HARWOODS

For all your motoring needs

MOT’s
for £39

MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:
• Free 25-point vehicle
health check
• Car washed

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk

LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice

steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
If you have an idea I can make it
Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.
Restoration work undertaken.

If you want new gates/railings or old
ones repaired/painted.
Call John on:

(01983) 719716
Mob: 07812 199348

This space
could be yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

8

Adverts to pull out and keep

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — April/May 2022

Andrea

Mobile Hairdressing
Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in
your own home.

Please phone 612395

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES,
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,
GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist

Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790

Mob: 07723 340454

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com

Over 25 years experience

All Seasons Gardening Services

Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding
Turfing, Rotavating, Levelling,
over-grown clearance
Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999)
www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk

Wootton
Post Office
(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm
MUSIC EVENING 6TH MARCH
(Doreen Gazey)

On behalf of the ‘Friends of St Edmund’s’ a
big thank you to everyone who helped to
make our recent concert organised by Lynn
Peppitt and Secretary, Doreen Gazey, such a
success.
Grateful thanks to the workforce led by
Church Warden, Ann Capps, who served
refreshments, sold raffle tickets and of course
to those who donated refreshment items and
prizes; also to David Bennison, our Chair,
who compered the evening.
Above all thanks to the performers, our
church choir led by David our organist and
choirmaster, ‘Wight Sax’, the only saxophone
choir on the island, their Jazz Group and the
‘Shalfleet Shanty Singers’ led by Martyn
Waitt, who treated us to a very enjoyable second half of the evening with audience participation. All of the musicians donated their
time and talents. Grateful thanks to them all.
The response was so favourable that we hope
to stage another concert, featuring a variety
of local singing groups.
Watch out for future announcements!

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT

01983 721426

www.huntforest.com

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demonstrations available upon request.
Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

@huntforestgroup

PLUMBER
GERVASE LAIGHT

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel: 01983 760544
Mobile: 07909 902004
DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES

PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

07912 432835

Isle of Wight Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —

Qualified Foot Health Professional
(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)

covering the whole of the Isle of Wight
Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;
Regular Nail Trimming

TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £25 per appointment, or £21 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for
treatment with no hidden costs!

WOOTTON YOUTH CLUB (WYC)
WYC is a place where young people can meet with friends, make new ones and join in a range of activities such as ball sports, cookery, table tennis,
badminton, pool, table football, film nights, art projects, community help projects and visits to PGL Little Canada to participate in the available on-site
activities. We have a café, offering various tuck items, ice lollies, toast and the most amazing hot chocolates! The young people that attend WYC help
in programming the weekly sessions and activities, parties, trips and fundraising events. Our team of trained, professional staff (experienced in supporting special needs) are here to support the young people to have fun and help them understand the world around them. As youth workers we have
time to talk and are able to advise, signpost and educate young people about an array of concerns and questions.
Our great facilities are located at the Old School on New Road in Wootton and session times are:
Thursdays Night
8-16 years
6.30-8.30pm
WYC welcomes young people from surrounding areas and friends from other parts of the Island also.
Please don't hesitate to contact us if we can give you any further information and please check out our WOOTTON YOUTH CENTRE Facebook page.
Contact email: woottonbridgeyc@gmail.com Or Message us on FB: wootton bridge youth club
Tom Pellet, Senior Youth Worker

April/May 2022 — The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH

9

(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694

Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced. Junior Church meets 10am

Minister’s Message

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.”
John 15v13
At the time of writing this message and with
Easter fast approaching I have been linking the
above passage also with what we have been
observing on our T.V.’s from Ukraine. It is heartbreaking to see so many lives lost, families separated and homes demolished. Whoever would
have thought that a country the size of Ukraine
could have stood up to the mighty power of the
Russia military for so long.
Many Ukrainian men have women have gone to
a safe border and said goodbye to their families
only to turn around and go back to defend their
country in the hope that one day their families
may be able to return and rebuild.
For many of the solders unfortunately their lives
will be lost but what they would have hoped for
is that ‘they had laid down their lives for their
country, family and friends’.
At this point I need to say that there will be many
innocent soldiers from Russia who really do not

Wooden Chest

want to be there and to be part of what is happening in Ukraine.
From the comforts of our front rooms we can
praise the heroics and sacrifice of the Ukrainian
soldiers but with Easter approaching we also
need to remember Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross
for us. He chose to follow His Father’s will and to
‘Lay down His life’ so that we may been forgiven
of our sins and return to a relationship with God
which was always intended since The Fall.
This Easter please pray for peace in Ukraine
and continue to pray for those families separated and who had lost loved ones. But also
remember that Jesus Christ laid down His life for
you and for me.
There is a green hill far away,
Without a city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified,
Who died to save us all.
May God Bless you

Rev David Plumb

DONATIONS SOUGHT

Solid wood 22” x 37.5” (56cm x 95cm) depth 18” (46cm).
This item has been refurbished to a high standard.
If you are interested in the wooden chest, please contact
us on stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com
All donations will go to the St Edmund Church Building
Fund

Wooden coffee table

Solid wood 42” x 16” (107cm x 41 cm). The coffee table
stands 18” (46cm) high.
This item has been refurbished to a high standard.
If you are interested in the wooden coffee table, please
contact us on stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com
All donations will go to the St Edmund Church Building
Fund.
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PARISH COUNCIL
information
Meetings:

Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley
Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher - Chair
Linda Pitcher
Lee Lemon
Barbara Port
Christopher Cory
Liz Kingston, Clerk
All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.
Office opening times:PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. Closed;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — April/May 2022

Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555. Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:
Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840.
Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like”
– which displays all the latest information and you are welcome to
comment on any topic.
Post Office at Brannon Way
The Post Office has arrived at Brannon Way. It is open on
Wednesday 9.30am to 12.30pm.

Party in the Park
We are looking at this event and will make a decision if it is to go
ahead this year. If you are interested in helping out, if it does go
ahead, then please speak to Liz in the office or give her a ring on
884555. We are looking at either the 16th July or the 23rd July.

Parish Council Meetings
These are now back to face to face meetings at The Old School in
New Road. Details of the meeting can be found on the notice board
in Brannon Way, the Parish Council’s website and Facebook.

Spring Tidy Up
This will take place on the 30th April 2022, starting at 10am at the
Parish Office and running until 1pm. All are welcome and you can
either tidy round your own street or come to the office where we will
be coordinating the clean-up.

Village
The Parish Council are looking at installing a bench in the High
Street as well as replacing one in St Edmunds. They are also looking
at replacing the picnic bench at Pump Lane.

BEAT OFFICER
Recreation Ground
First Tuesday in month
10am-12 noon or messages can be The Parish Council’s contractors have been trimming the bushes in
February, so hopefully the recreation ground is looking nice. A conleft for the Police.
tractor will be starting hopefully April/May to upgrade and resurface
the path as well as extending it round the whole of the recreation
WOOTTON BRIDGE
ground.
PARISH COUNCIL
5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Environmental Officer
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
The
Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental
PO33 4NX
Officer to tackle some of the low level and anti-social behaviour that
tel: 884555
can unfortunately blight our community. The EO will be working at
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk random times and days each week and has initially been asked to
website:
concentrate on fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.
www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available If you have any particular areas of concern or want to report any inciat the HIC can be obtained from the dents, please either visit the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or conParish Clerk or on the website.
tact
us
by
phone
or
email
(01983
884555
or
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk)
Liz Kingston – Clerk
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Morris Dancing with Whitgar Morris

Formed in 2015, we are the most recent Morris group
to be formed on the Isle of Wight. A mixed group, we
meet on a Tuesday evening at St Mark’s from 7:30pm
to 9:30pm. The group takes its name from the first
Jutish King of the Island, Whitgar and becoming known
as Whitgars Isle.
Our dances are mainly in the style that is called
Cotswold and Welsh Border from the West Midlands,
both traditional and our own devised dances. We have
also included some of the new “Border” and “Street”
dances. Morris dancing is a good way to exercise the
Having some of the audience join us at
mind and body through a vigorous workout learning and
the Cedars with the dance Fanny Frail
practicing new dances. A fun way of keeping fit and
active as well as keeping alive this ever evolving style of English traditional dance. Age is no barrier
and the intention is to maintain the fun and enjoyment of Morris as well as its charm and dignity. We
currently have a membership of 15, 4 musicians and 10 dancers. Generally we meet weekly in St
Mark’s Church Coffee Lounge to play and dance the Morris but do give public displays around the
Island. We have often danced at the Cedars and Party in the Park, also visiting the mainland on
occasion to dance at Folk Festivals and Days of Dance.
We have recently started our weekly meetings again and will always welcome anyone that would
like to try this most enjoyable activity.

Brian Reeves

TAPS, Identical Twins and COVID – A Story of Surviving

Pete and Niki (Nichola) Luther are the Explorer (children’s group) leaders at St Marks. During Holy
Communion services they run sessions for the children of St Mark’s and their own children come too!
Niki and Pete are parents of identical twins, Leo and Asher, who were diagnosed with TAPS, a rare condition
affecting identical twins. Niki has just published a book ‘TAPS,
Identical Twins and COVID – A Story of Surviving’ in which she tributes specialist doctors at St George’s Hospital, London for saving
her babies’ lives. Her hope is to raise awareness of the condition by
sharing her family’s experience so that parents experiencing the
same journey see it as a ‘ray of hope’.
The Luther’s identical twin boys’ lives were saved after they were
tested and diagnosed with TAPS – Twin Anaemia Polycythemia
Sequence – surgeons were then able to operate on them in the
womb to save their lives.
TAPS affects 3-5% of identical twins and occurs when small blood
vessels form in the placenta between the babies, allowing a slow
passage of blood from one baby to the other. This leaves one twin very anaemic and the other polycythaemic
(very high blood count) and can lead to extra strain on the heart in both babies, which can make one or both
babies unwell and can even be fatal in some circumstances.
On top of the initial TAPS diagnosis, Niki and her husband Pete faced an additional challenge as her waters
broke at 28 weeks in March 2020 – at the start of the UK covid-19 lockdown – and she was airlifted from
her home on the Isle of Wight for specialist care, meaning she was separated from Pete and her then twoyear-old son, Sebastian, for the rest of her pregnancy and the twins’ neonatal care.
Niki not only hopes to raise awareness but also funds; a percentage of profits from the book will go to help
fund research into TAPs. Twins Trust and The Twins Trust Centre for Clinical Excellence and Research will benefit from this money.
Pete and Niki Luther
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‘The Bridge’
is delivered free

to over 1,750 homes and
businesses in Wootton

Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ — the
April/May 2022 issue will be available
to pick up from the Churches on
SATURDAY 26th March 2022

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — April/May 2022
If you have any particular
areas
of concern, or want to
Share your stories or local
knowledge by writing an article report any incidents, please
suitable for The Bridge maga- either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact
zine.
us by phone or email
Please contact David Bennison

on 882783
or email:
thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid with digits in such
a manner that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box
accommodates the digits 1-9,
without repeating any.

Easter Message
Easter reminds us that
hope should never be lost
for as dark the road may
seem, there always lies
light at the end of it.

‘THE BRIDGE’

Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s
permission.

The publisher does not necessarily hold
the same views as those expressed by
contributors and reserves the right to
refuse or alter material.

Copy deadline date:
FRIDAY 6th MAY 2022
(12 noon) for June 2022

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH

Churchwarden: Ann Capps
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at:

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880
(we will respond as soon as we can)

Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of
The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900
Send your advertisements for inclusion
in ‘The Bridge’ to:

E-mail Addresses

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone
David Bennison on
882783 or the
Churchwardens.

Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments
about ‘The Bridge’ to:

thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

