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You’re welcome

If there’s a message about (and from) the church that bears repeating, it is that we are here for
everyone. This became clear very early on. The story of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles
is, in part, an account of why and how a religious group with only Jewish members had, only a few
decades after its foundation, become (probably) about 90% Gentile. The decision to welcome non-
Jews into the new faith was perhaps the single most important event in church history.
Welcoming, when done properly, is not an easy task. We’re human, so we get things wrong, and
our welcome can sometimes have the opposite effect to what is intended. Percy Stone, the archi-
tect of St Mark’s church, designed the interior, to be (in my view) warm, friendly and welcoming.
Unfortunately, by putting the lobby and the nave at different levels with three steps between them,
he made the church anything but welcoming for anyone with mobility difficulties. He might be taken
aback to see the ramp with its own door into the church porch that now neatly occupies the south
west corner of the nave. But that ramp has vastly improved the accessibility of the building, and
therefore its welcome.
A similar issue arises when we come to consider the timing of church services. For hundreds of
years, there has been an assumption that Sunday morning is the time for church. But, in our pre-
sent age, that assumption no longer holds as true as it once did. For some years now, there has
been a Wednesday morning Holy Communion at St Edmund’s in addition to the Sunday morning
services. We now plan to take this midweek provision one step further.
Our plan is that, on the first Wednesday of each month, the Holy Communion at St Edmund’s
will be replaced with a communion service at St. Mark’s, starting at the later time of 11.15, and
followed by a simple lunch. For older and more infirm members of the congregation, particularly for
those who find difficulty in getting to church at our normal service starting time of 9.30, we hope to
offer lifts to church. We hope that this will enable people to connect or re-connect with church life
and friends from around the village,
The first of these new services is currently planned to take place on Wednesday 3rd August. If
you or someone you know might be interested in coming, please do get in touch via the church
phone number or email address, both of which are on the back page of this issue.

David Bennison



The whole school community joined together to celebrate the
Queen’s Jubilee with a range of activities. It was wonderful to be able
to share the day of celebrations with the whole school, concluding
with the children’s families at an outdoor disco with ‘DJ Wilford’
During the day the whole school came together as we held a street
party lunch – 196 children and over 25 staff members, enjoying lunch
in the sun wearing red, white and blue with many Princesses, Kings

and Queens amongst the groups. During the day the children had fun making crowns,
flags, bunting etc. which was used to create a wonderful setting for the celebrations. Prior
to the day, each class spent time learning about the Queen’s reign and each class were
given a different decade to explore. Part of this also involved the children choosing a song to perform a dance
to the school during the afternoon and it was a really super day.
Our Reception Class performed a routine to ‘Dance Monkey’ from the 2020s, Year 1 made us smile dancing to
‘Happy’ from the 2010s, Year 2 made masks from the Shrek film to perform ‘I’m a believer’ from the 2000s, Year
3 learnt British Sign Language to perform for us ‘Don’t stop’ from the 1990s, Year 4 performed ‘Ghostbusters’
from the 1980s, Year 5 performed for us a Queen mix of ‘We will rock you and we are the champions’ from the
1970s and Year 6 performed ‘I’m a believer’ from the 1960s, this being the original version. This enabled us to
discuss with the children how songs are often remade over time from a different group and the children found
this fact incredible!
The children took home a commemorative token issued by Wootton Bridge Council. This was a souvenir gift
for all the children in school and we are very grateful to the Parish Council for this donation.
The evening concluded with our wonderful celebration - an outdoor disco for the whole family to attend. The
children had a range of treats they could purchase but the most exciting part was the opportunity to sit on two
golden thrones with a range of props, including Royal masks, to have their photographs taken. Whilst this was
a funding raising event organized by our PTA, it was planned at this time to ensure that the children could all
build some super memories from the Queen’s jubilee that will hopefully stay with them for some time.
With only a few weeks left of the school year we are preparing all the children with their next stage in their edu-
cational journey, whether that is moving on to the next year group or our Year 6 children heading off to High
School. You may recall reading some time ago a project we did with the school community to develop our
school values which stand for REAP (Respectful, Empowered, Aspirational, Persevering) and it is at this time
we see these really come to light. We are so very proud of all the children in Wootton Primary but in particular
we feel so grateful to have spent the last seven years ‘growing’ our Year 6 children to be able to leave and move
on to their next stage of learning with such strong principles embedded. 
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Mrs Jane Wilford
Headteacher

Our Royal Community Celebration!
Jane Wilford - Headteacher
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Snapshots of Quarr - part 19
by David McCulloch

8:25PM The bell for Compline rings, and for the last time in the day the monks make their way to church.
Compline is a short office of prayer, a last “goodnight” to God, as it were, before going to bed. Its prayers and
hymn focus on asking for God’s protection through the night, the time when traditionally evil is more likely to be
about. Although we forget easily about this in today’s world of street lighting and instant light switches in our
homes, it can be helpful to remember that God watches over us at all times, “covering us with the shadow of
his wings and guarding us like the apple of his eye” as Psalm 91 reminds us. 
The community sing “Save us, O Lord, while we are awake; protect us while we sleep; that today we may watch
with Christ and rest with him in peace.” This beautiful antiphon introduces the last canticle of the day, the Nunc
Dimittis; Simeon’s song to the infant Lord Jesus in the Temple. Monks make Simeon’s words our own as we

sing: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go
in peace, according to your word.” The end of
each day is in its own way a miniature death, a
moment of letting go of your life into the hands
of God. If it is God’s will, a person may rise again
the following morning. If, that night, it is God’s
will to take you to be eternally in his presence,
then a monk tries to do his best to prepare him-
self for that moment, as “we do not know the day
nor the hour when Christ will come.”
Compline is completed by the singing of an
anthem to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Lord’s
Mother and also the monks’. Although this
anthem varies according to the time of year, for
much of the year the community sings the
“Salve Regina” asking for Our Lady’s prayers for
us to her Son. We sing: “Hail, Holy Queen,

Mother of mercy, hail our life, our sweetness and our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.
To you do we send up our cries, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate,
your eyes of mercy towards us, and after this our exile, show to us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. O
clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.” As she has guided us and prayed for us throughout the day, we turn
at the end of the day a final time to Mary, trusting in her prayers to God for us.

ST EDMUNDS

Sun July 3rd 0800 Holy Communion
Wed July 6th 0930 Holy Communion
Sun July 10th 1830 Evensong
Wed July 13th 0930 Holy Communion
Wed July 20th 0930 Holy Communion
Sun July 24th 1830 Evensong
Wed July 27th 0930 Holy Communion

ST MARKS

Sun July 3rd 0930 Brunch Service
Sun July 10th 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Sun July 17th 0930 Morning Worship +Big Mac
Sun July 24th 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Sun July 31st 0930 Holy Communion

Church Services in Wootton during July
(Please be aware that all services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)

The relaxation of Covid regulations means that it is no longer necessary to book for services but you will be asked to
sanitize your hands.
Please wear a mask if you would feel more comfortable with it.
We are now able to offer the Brunch service to everyone!
It is also possible to book for services at Holy Cross, Binstead and St Peter’s, Havenstreet, if you visit their websites.
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KITE HILL HOUSE, KITE HILL, WOOTTON BRIDGE - part 2
(a series of articles about the tenants of Kite Hill House - by Lesley Abraham)

REV. EDWARD FORD.
Edward FORD was born in Surrey in July 1825, in the 1841 census he was a student
at St.Johns College, All Saints, Cambridge. The Morning Post of December 1853
reported that “The Rev. E. FORD BA, of St. Johns College, Cambridge, to the
curacy of Harrow-on-the-Hill,” where he remained until 1857. In December 1855
he married Marianne SMALLPEICE at Chichester and their daughter, Mary Edith,
was born in Bournmouth in February 1857.
The family moved into Kite Hill House mid 1858, Edward became the curate of

Wootton. Tragedy struck the family when little Mary Edith died in August of that year. In April 1859 Edward and
Marianne, now with a son, Edward Milton born in 1858, moved to The Elms, St. Johns, Ryde.
On occasion, with the house un-tenanted, it was used for meetings, and the Hampshire Telegraph dated August
1859 reported that a Public Meeting was held there, by permission of John FLEMING, Esq. on Wednesday, August
3, 1859 for the purpose of taking into consideration the best means of establishing a Union Day School in that dis-
trict. Mr S. BRADING in the chair, when the following resolutions were proposed and carried unanimously:
“That this Meeting views with deep regret the present want of the means of education in Wooton-Bridge, and
considers that a Union School is indispensably necessary for the education of children of parents of all denomina-
tions.”
That no creed or catechism is necessary to be learnt by the pupils but that which the Holy Scriptures teach.”
That the School be opened in the morning by singing and prayer, and closed in the evening in the same manner.”
That the Holy Scriptures be read by all the scholars who are capable of so doing, twice daily.”
That a Committee be appointed, to consist of an equal number of Churchmen and Dissenters, with power to add
to their number.”
That the accounts of the School be audited quarterly.”
That the thanks of the Meeting be given to John FLEMING, Esq., for the loan of the place of meeting.”
“That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Chairman, for his able and impartial conduct in the chair.”
“That the Managers of the Hampshire Banks at Newport, Ryde and Cowes should be requested to receive sub-
scriptions or donations; and that these resolutions should be advertised in the Hampshire Telegraph and the
Hampshire Independent newspapers.”
In the meanwhile, Edward FORD and family remained living at The Elms, St.Johns, Ryde, and he became the
curate of St.Johns Church, in 1860, which is situated at the top of St. Johns Hill, by the junction of High Park Road
and Appley Road. They now had another son, Charles William. In March 1861 they moved back to Kite Hill House,
just in time for the 1861 Census which took place in the April. Edward, Marianne, with little Edward, Charles and a
new daughter, Charlotte Ellen, along with Frederick LEWICK, a pupil and a nurse, housemaid and cook to make
the house a home once more.
But it was not for long, the Isle of Wight Observer dated February 1862 advertised that “John E. SCOTT has been
favoured with instructions from the Rev. Edward FORD (who is leaving the Island) to SELL by PUBLIC COMPETI-
TION, at his residence, Kitehill, Wootton Bridge, on Friday , March the 14th, 1862, at 12 o’clock precisely, without
reserve, the whole of the HOUSEHOLD The Goods may be viewed the day preceding and morning of sale, and
catalogues obtained of the Auctioneer.
Auction Offices, 77, Union Street, Ryde, Feb. 18. 1862.
The RESIDENCE, with coach-house, stabling, and gardener’s cottage, TO be LET, on a term, unfurnished. Apply to
the Auctioneer.”
The Southern Times & Dorset County Herald dated Saturday 24th May 1862 reports that on May 13th, at the
Rectory, Wambrook, the wife of the Rev. E. Ford, of a daughter. Edward stayed here until 1863 then moved on.
In the 1871 Census, Edward, whose occupation is now MA Schoolmaster, is at Hillside, Mathon, Ledbury,
Worcestershire, with Marianne and their family of five sons, four daughters, four pupils and three servants.



KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES. 
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT  9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT
10.30am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance. 
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45 –
3.45pm AND FRIDAYS AT 11.45am – 12.45pm AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be
done seated or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDI-
TIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO
4PM. FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG 
OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE A REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL
ON FRIDAYS: 2PM TO 3PM SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR FURTHER
INFO CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

Little Lions Toddler Group
This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, every 2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday of the month (not during half
term.) If you know anyone who would appreciate the company of other people with babies and toddlers, please do tell
them about us. Being a new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are walking the same
path. On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.

Elephant Club
If someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB will be meeting at St Mark’s Church between 2-
4pm on Thursday July 14th, Thursday August 11th and Thursday September 8th. We spend the time visiting old memo-
ries, eating cake and laughing – you will be very welcome.

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS - The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am-
12 noon every Monday until further notice.

Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or
musicians welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Marks Brothers Bacon Butty Group
This group meets the second Tuesday of the month, 10.00 -11.00 in St Mark's coffee lounge. The opportunity for the
men of the village to meet up, drink tea or coffee and also to indulge in a bacon butty! For more information and to
ensure adequate supplies, please let Harry Kirby know if you will be attending. A small, voluntary, contribution towards
costs always appreciated. 07814809083 or harryskirby@btinternet.com" 

TAI CHI CLASSES - WOOTTON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE
AT 1PM TO 2PM MONDAYS AND AT CALBOURNE RECREATION CENTRE AT 7PM TO 8PM ON MONDAYS
For Healh, fitness, wellbeing, and you're enjoyment. All welcome.
Contact  MIKE SMITH on 07815523157... 01983 531728 or email studiosigns@btinternet.com

CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI) - Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the second Wednesday of each month
(except August) at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW. Visitors and new members always wel-
come. Contact: Ann Parker 884263.

For Your Diary ... What’s On ...
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9th July
Would I Lie to You? - Interactive activity
Competitions: - Wite down something you have
done. Don’ put you name on it and others will guess
who did it.
Best Bloom

12th July
WI Federation Celebration - Appley Beach.

Mottistone Garden - Visit with tour.



ROOFING
AND

BUILDING
Tel: Richard

(01983) 611422
Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. -
Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and

Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

CIPHE
Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS

and TILING
Telephone: 612611

Mobile: 07774 892712

Steven CHAPPLE

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service
• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •

BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish -
41 High Street, Wootton

(next to Chemist)
• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

Tel: 01983 883333

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —

Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the

home and office. 
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk

www.dsesiw.co.uk

01983 716464
Mobile: 0788 0784 906

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to

clean your home or office.
Local, friendly, reliable, insured
To   discuss  your  requirements  call  Julia

PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS

29 Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge,
Isle of Wight PO33 4NT
Tel: 01983 883624

Mobile: 07900 928095
07980 935252

E-mail: martin@mitchellmitchell.co.uk

MITCHELL &
MITCHELL

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT

REPAIR CENTRE
Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge

Isle of Wight PO33 4RD
Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,

Wootton Bridge
01983 884208

PHIL MANSFIELD
Building Services
• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings  01983 615724
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houseproud !
‘ so lu t ions by Angela ’

quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

Digital Security
The UK Cyber Security Centre has warned
that we should all expect an increase in
cyber attacks. Don’t open unexpected
emails or click on suspicious links.

Please be alert!

All Seasons Gardening
and Landscaping

Fence work, gates, Patios, Block paved drives,
Mini digger / Dumper / Hire with operator
Wootton 882879 (All landscaping aspects)

www.isleofwightgardeningandlandscaping.co.uk

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?

More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

Do you enjoy
singing?

St. Mark’s Church
Choir meets on
Thursday evening
6.30-7.30pm. We sing

inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No
experience necessary.Our practices are for prepar-
ing the choir to sing at church services and occa-
sional social performances.

Come along and give it a try.
Any questions please e-mail:

David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com



GEOFF
LEATHER
Independent

Funeral Directors
24 HOUR SERVICE

— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,

Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG
Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers

that you saw them in

The
Bridge

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)
Gardening services, interior and

exterior gutter cleaning.                   
Exterior painting including sheds,

fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885
E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

Garage
Doors IW

Your local specialists for . . . .

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

HARWOODS
For all your motoring needs

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk
LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

MOT’s
for £39
MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:

• Free 25-point vehicle
health check

• Car washed

MIKE O’DELL
Painter & Decorator

30 years experience
Registered independent

tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE
Tel: 01983 562082
E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk

AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS

STARTING FROM £1,900

The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider
www.hvtaylor.co.uk

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH

If you have an idea I can make it

Call John on:
(01983) 719716

Mob: 07812 199348

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs
Electrical Work

Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design
No Job too small

Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk

Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

This space
could be
yours!

Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

This space
could be yours!

Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.

Restoration work undertaken.
If you want new gates/railings or old
ones repaired/painted.
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GRANGE FARM
HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)
Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)

OPEN  ALL  YEAR
• 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
• Short Breaks Available

• Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)

•Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
• Off Road Parking

Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.
Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?
Then why not help deliver The Bridge

magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of
volunteers, please contact David

Bennison on 882783.



Andrea
Mobile Hairdressing

Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in

your own home.
Please phone 612395

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT
01983 721426
www.huntforest.com

@huntforestgroup

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demon-
strations available upon request.

Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES, 
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,

GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist
Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790
Mob: 07723 340454
E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience

GERVASE LAIGHT
PLUMBER
Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE
Tel: 01983 760544

Mobile: 07909 902004

DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES
PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT

FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA
07912 432835

Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —
Qualified Foot Health Professional

(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)
covering the whole of the Isle of Wight

Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;

Regular Nail Trimming
TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £25 per appointment, or £21 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for

treatment with no hidden costs!

Isle of Wight Mobile Foot Clinic
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All Seasons Gardening Services
Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding

Turfing,  Rotavating, Levelling,
over-grown clearance

Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999)
www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk

Wootton
Post Office

(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm

WOOTTON YOUTH CLUB (WYC)
WYC is a place where young people can meet with friends and join in a range of activities such as ball sports,
cookery, table tennis, badminton, pool, table football, film nights, art projects, community help projects and visits
to PGL Little Canada to participate in the available on-site activities. We have a café, offering various tuck items
and refreshments. The young people jointly help in programming the weekly sessions and activities. Our team of
trained, professional staff (including special needs support) are here to ensure the young people have fun and
help them understand the world around them. 
As youth workers we have time to talk through any questions and concerns.
We are located at the Old School on New Road in Wootton and session times are:
Thursdays Night 8-16 years 6.30-8.30pm
WYC welcomes young people from surrounding areas and friends from other parts of the Island also.
Please contact us for more information and do check out our WOOTTON YOUTH CENTRE Facebook page.
Contact email: woottonbridgeyc@gmail.com    or    message us on FB: wootton bridge youth club
Tom Pellet, Senior Youth Worker

WOOTTON SCOUT HALL
FOR HIRE.

Hall including modern
kitchen, central heating, rear
garden etc. Reasonable rates.

Contact Peter on 883385 or
petefiow@uwclub.net for

bookings.

For fun, adventure and skills
for life, come and join

1st Wootton Scout Group
Reg. Charity 1005194

Beavers 6 – 8yrs Monday 6.15 - 7.30pm
Cubs 8 - 10½yrs Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm
Scouts 10½ - 14yrs Tuesday 6.30 - 8.30pm
Explorers 14 – 18yrs Thursday 7- 9pm

All sections open to boys and girls.
Adults welcome to train as Leaders.

Contact Ali on 07785 934644
for further details



WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694
Sunday Morning Service 10am

Evening Services as announced. Junior Church meets 10am

As I look back at the Queens
Jubilee there are many memo-
rable moments which will stay
with me for a long time. The most
memorable moment has to be
the Queen and Paddington Bear
discussing marmalade sandwich-

es. The Queen was incredible with her acting
and Paddington was Paddington. Then to see
the queen open her handbag and take out her
own marmalade sandwich was wonderful.
For me those few minutes equalled the opening
ceremony of the Olympics in London which I
thought was absolutely spectacular.
I wonder what your memorable moments are in
your life. It could be school, work, wedding, chil-
dren, holiday or meeting someone special. In the
church we also have special moments which will
live with us forever. Sometimes they are very
amusing and others could be at serious time.
Some may be within the Sunday Service and
others may be in social gatherings. 

I believe in our Christian walk with God there are
special memorable times. For the disciples it
may have been Jesus’ miracles, death or resur-
rection. For me personally there are so many
memorable moments and people I have met in
my ministry it is difficult to single one out.
However, God still surprises me in my daily walk
with Him.
If you also draw close to God through Jesus
Christ you also may be pleasantly surprised.

Blessings
Rev David Plumb
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Minister’s Message
Memorable Moments

Preachers for July

July 3rd Rev Plumb (s)
July 10th J. Fowler S&S
July 17th Local arrangement
July 24th Dronfield
July 31st M. Izzard

ANNUAL OPEN WEEKEND 2022 - Saturday 27th Monday 29th August 
At St Edmund’s Church- Church Road, Wootton - 10am- 4pm daily

MAIN THEME -THE ROYAL JUBILEE 
We will need help with stewarding and serving refreshments. Donations of refreshment items
appreciated. Please call 883126 or 07954 488780. THANK YOU

Memories
Those of us who are old enough to remember the Coronation would not have anticipated cele-
brating a Platinum Jubilee years later. Nor would we have understood the significance of the
occasion. I have talked to a number of people about what they remember. Many mentioned
seeing the event on television. BBC coverage of the Coronation was a breakthrough in the his-
tory of broadcasting. It was the first service to be televised and for most people, it was the first
time they had watched an event on television. 
Millions of people in the UK watched the ceremony on television and listened on the radio.
Television sales must have soared. Other memories mention friends and neighbours crowding
into living rooms round a large set with a small screen 10 inches wide. Do you have any spe-
cial memories? Why not tell us about it. Come to the Open Weekend, enjoy our displays and
refreshments and share your memories with other visitors. You will be very welcome.

Meanwhile did you know this?
Queen Elizabeth was the 39th Sovereign to be crowned in Westminster Abbey. 
British fashion designer Norman Hartnell designed the Queen's coronation dress, a white satin
gown with silver and gold embroidery
Over 8,000 guests were present at the Queen's coronation. 
The coronation chair, St. Edward's chair, was made in 1300 for Edward I and has been used in
every coronation since. 
The recipe for Coronation chicken was created by Constance Spry especially for the occasion.



PARISH COUNCIL
information

Meetings:
Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at

7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village

noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham 
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley

Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher - Chair

Linda Pitcher
Lee Lemon
Barbara Port

Christopher Cory
Liz Kingston, Clerk

All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.

Office opening times:-
PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;

Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm; 
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;

Thurs. Closed;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

BEAT OFFICER
First Tuesday in month

10am-12 noon or messages can be
left for the Police.

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL

5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW

PO33 4NX

tel: 884555
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

website:
www.woottonbridge.org.uk

Full details of all facilities available
at the HIC can be obtained from the
Parish Clerk or on the website.

Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555.  Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk  

Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:
Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840. 

Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like”
– which displays all the latest information and you are welcome to
comment on any topic.

Post Office at Brannon Way  
The Post Office in “Brannons”, Brannon Way (near the Surgery), is
open on Wednesdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Spring Tidy Up
The Spring Tidy Up took place on 30th April 2022. Unfortunately, only
two people took part, Councillor D Pitcher and Councillor Port. We
hope that we will have more support from the village next time the
event is held.

Village 
The Parish Council have now installed the bench outside Tesco, in
the High Street, in memory of Ken Morris – life-long resident of
Wootton and ex-Chair of the Parish Council. The bench on the green
on St Edmund’s Walk and a new picnic table for the green at Pump
Lane have both been delivered and will soon be installed, if they are
not already in place by the time you read this.

Recreation Ground
Our contractor will be starting, if not already started, to upgrade and
resurface the path as well as extending it round the whole of the
recreation ground. 

Party in the Park
Sadly, it has been decided that, due to lack of volunteers who are
required to allow it to be run safely, Party in the Park will not go
ahead this year. We hope that it can be held in 2023 – if you can
help, please contact the Clerk on 01983 884555 or via the Wootton
Bridge Parish Council Facebook page. 

Parish Council Meetings 
These are now back to face-to-face meetings at The Old School in
New Road. Details of the meeting can be found on the notice board
in Brannon Way, the Parish Council’s website, and Facebook page.
All are welcome to attend.

Environmental Officer
The Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental
Officer to tackle some of the low level and anti-social behaviour that
can unfortunately blight our community. The EO will be working at
random times and days each week and has initially been asked to
concentrate on fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.

If you have any areas of concern, or want to report any incidents,
please either visit the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by
phone (01983 884555) or email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

Liz Kingston – Clerk
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Our Church Close Jubilee Party by Mary Buswell

Saturday June 4th. I woke up with a tremendous feeling of relief, so did my friends Janet, Rose and

Jan. WE DID IT!! Against all the odds the four of us managed to organize a party with decorations, food

and music and even a raffle.

It was an uphill task. When we first entered the hall it was

spectacularly empty of all furniture and equipment. The

place had been inexplicably denuded and acquiring all that

we would need for the occasion seemed a hopeless task.

However, invoking the spirit of Dunkirk and other famous

British disasters that became successes, we forged ahead.

We produced a leaflet and distributed it to the residents of

the Close and response was favourable. Encouraged by this

we set about buying items for the kitchen and at the same

time looking for and making decorations to make the place

look festive. We bought bunting and balloons, ribbons and

rosettes and raffle prizes. We made artificial flowers,

posters, rosettes and snippets of relevant information to

accompany various photographs. There were donations and

loans from some kind people including non residents and

help from St Marks for which we were most grateful. The

owners of the hall hired tables and chairs and bought a

fridge and a tea urn. The chairs had to be replaced at one

point, almost turning the situation into a game of musical

chairs! 

We also made quiches, cakes, salads, sandwiches and rolls and of course, we made a cheese and

pineapple hedgehog. Most of his cheesy spines disappeared during the afternoon. The absolute star of

the show was of course Her Majesty who graciously paid us a visit. We toasted her in Prosecco and sang

God Save the Queen. She seemed pleased and kindly allowed some of the party goers to be pho-

tographed with her.

It was a brilliant day; the rain held off for which we were grateful and outside the hall  flags and bunting

danced a merry jig in the breeze.

We are so grateful to all those who turned up to support us, and all those who helped including my

daughter Joanna and my grandson Phillip. We hope that our party will be the first of many more similar

events bringing people together after the unfortunate isolation when Covid closed down the world.

THE SECRET GARDEN
by former Chairperson Sue Foster

The competition for The Townswomen Guild's Buman
Shield this year was to depict a children's book using
craft work. This should have taken place before covid
but, as with everything else, it was postponed. The
Wootton Bridge Guild choose The Secret Garden by
Frances Hodgson Burnett as their focus. One of our
guild members had a book on knitting a garden bed-
spread, so we adapted the idea and came up with our
exhibit. A lot of the ladies joined in and had great fun
making the various elements of the display, using a
variety of craft techniques. Unfortunately our group
had disbanded by the time that the competition took

place, but we still wanted all the island guilds to enjoy our creation, so it went on display alongside those of the other
guilds. The judges’ comments  were favourable and very positive.  As Chairperson for the former Wootton Bridge guild I
would like to thank all the ladies who helped with the project. I was thrilled with the result and very pleased so many got
to appreciate it both through the competition and the church.



‘THE BRIDGE’
Copy deadline date:

FRIDAY 15th JULY 2022
(12 noon) for August 2022

Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s

permission.

The publisher does not necessarily hold
the same views as those expressed by
contributors and reserves the right to

refuse or alter material.

All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone 
David Bennison on

882783 or the
Churchwardens.

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH
Churchwardens:  Ann Capps and Mary Peters

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at:
stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880

(we will respond as soon as we can)
Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of 

The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900

E-mail Addresses
Send your advertisements for inclusion

in ‘The Bridge’ to:
bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments 
about ‘The Bridge’ to:

thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

‘The Bridge’
is delivered free

to over 1,750 homes and
businesses in Wootton
Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ 

the July 2022 issue will be available
to pick up from the Churches on
SATURDAY 25th JUNE 2022

If you have any particular
areas of concern, or want to
report any incidents, please
either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact

us by phone or email 

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
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Fill in the grid with digits in such
a manner that every row, every

column and every 3x3 box
accommodates the digits 1-9,

without repeating any.

SUDOKU

Her Majesty’s
Quotes

“There are long periods when life seems
a small, dull round, a petty business with

no point, and then suddenly we are
caught up in some great event which
gives us a glimpse of the solid and

durable foundations of our existence.”

“Good memories are our second chance
at happiness.”

“When life seems hard, the courageous
do not lie down and accept defeat;

instead, they are all the more deter-
mined to struggle for a better future.”

Sudoku - June Solution
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