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Forget me not

Carol Russell, a long time resident of Wootton and
member of our congregation at St. Edmund’s and
St Mark’s, died on Easter Day. Carol herself would
have regarded the date as fortunate. Not only did
her own father also die on Easter Day, but her
faith made her deeply aware that (in the words of
a prayer often used in the communion service)
“where life was lost , there life has been restored”.
For the rest of us, there was no good time to lose
Carol.
There are some people who, while they are both
fully alive to the frailties and stupidities of human
existence and strong in the face of any adversity
that comes their way, are yet always gracious,
gentle and caring in their dealings with others.
Carol was one of these people. In his first letter to
the Christians at Corinth, Saint Paul famously
wrote,
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but re-joices in the
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.”
That passage could have been written about people like Carol.
Perhaps the most remarkable thing is that, even

though she was afflicted by severe memory loss,
Carol remained to the very end of her life the gracious and gentle person we had known for so
long. There is a reminder here: to be the person
we want (or need) to be, we first need a clear
sense of who we are. Carol was blessed with that
sense.
Each month at St Mark’s, we have a meeting of
the Elephant Club for people with problems of
memory loss and those who care for them, in
which we seek to stimulate memories through
enjoyable activities and conversation (and, naturally, tea and cake). If you know someone who
could benefit by coming to the Club, you can get
in touch by leaving a message on 01983 301880.
More details are in the the announcement in “For
Your Diary” on Page [5].
So, no prizes for guessing which flower takes the
starring role in this month’s picture. This Spring, it
seems to me, the blossoms have been particularly
beautiful, especially on the bright days of which
we have enjoyed a fair few. But, as the picture
shows, the simple woodland forget-me-not can
hold its own in comparison with bigger and and
more showy Springtime rivals. Perhaps there’s a
lesson in that for us all, too.
David Bennison

Newport Art Group Wootton Exhibition Saturday June 8th - more details Page 8
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Links with the Community

Jane Wilford - Headteacher
We continue to work hard to ensure that the children are taught a broad and balanced curriculum with rich learning opportunities throughout their time in Primary education. We are
so delighted that the implications Covid restrictions brought are now lifted and we can take
the children out and about to enhance their learning. We are so fortunate to have incredible
resources on our doorstep and look forward to accessing more and more activities as time
goes on. Recently our Year 5 children spent the morning at Briddlesford Farm. Within their
Geography work they have been developing their skills to be able to describe and underMrs Jane Wilford
stand the types of settlement and land use. This included the economic activity together with trade links and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. Their work also requires them to understand how key
Headteacher
geographical features and land-use patterns affect different countries and understand how some of these aspects have
changed over time.
Within their topic the children made links with Briddlesford farm to explore and answer some of their enquiry questions to build an understanding of
the impact the farm has on our local economy. The children toured the farm, petted the calves, and had a chance to ask their questions. The children
asked some thoughtful geographical questions about the farm environment in order to carry out their investigations back in school. This also supported them to be able to explain their opinions from a range of viewpoints. The farm staff were very impressed with the children's interesting wellthought out questions and behaviour and the work the children have since produced back at school shows the impact that hands-on learning can
have.

Our other exciting news and link with the community, of which some of you may have already read about, is that we have been successful in applying
for a grant from Wightlink. Our Reception teacher, Mrs Cowell, wrote an application to Wightlink’s Green Fund for Schools Programme and we are
delighted to receive some funding from them. Our conserving nature project met the criteria for the funding and will be a project over the next year.
This was our winning bid entry:
‘Wootton Primary school is situated in a prime location for wildlife that backs onto a large park that is lined with very established trees and gardens
and hence this is why our project is going to be based on conserving nature. Within our main playing field we have some established trees of varying
size and type. We enjoy watching and listening to a variety of birds that adorn our trees and hedge line. These include blue tits, robins, thrush, crows
and magpies. Recently the children thought they heard a woodpecker which led to some research being carried out on line by our older children.
Since installing a nesting box we have observed some blue tits making this their nesting place and the children have been fascinated by this. Squirrels
are a daily sight along our fence line and we observe them feeding from our two squirrel feeders. As a school we are really passionate about wanting
to encourage more wildlife into our environments and have some exciting plans we would like to implement. To increase our numbers of squirrels we
would like to add a few more feeders and include a rope path between the field and trees that line the side of our school pathway. The children are
fascinated at the speed at which they travel and we would look to observe their journey from one end of our field to the other! We would like to encourage more birds to nest so therefore wish to install some more nesting boxes and place these strategically in view of each classroom. Having taken
part in 'birdwatch' last month we would love to purchase a bird camera to observe the birds nesting and learn about the different stages of nest building and observe their young being born. We used to have a wooden hedgehog home which unfortunately became rotten. The children miss putting
food down in this safe space so we would therefore like to replace it and create some low level passages in our fence line which leads into the park
to encourage the movement of hedgehogs and shrews. We are fortunate enough to have a 'sensory garden' at school that has a willow arch and
some raised beds with lavender bushes and a small wild meadow. The honey bees are very attracted to the lavender and a variety of butterflies
including cabbage white and red admiral adorn the meadow in the summer. To develop our 'sensory garden' and our 'Early Years garden' we have
a long term goal that we would like to implement. In our sensory garden we would like to create a decent sized pond so that the children can identify
various types of pond plants, any water creatures that abide here and can go pond dipping. They will also learn about the life cycle of a frog. We
wish to create a rockery behind the pond area. The construction of a pond will link nicely in with our Science curriculum and links in the following
way: Year 1 Plants, animals and seasonal changes, Year 2 Living things and their habitats, plants and animals, Year 3 Plants and animals, Year 4
Living things and their habitats, and animals, Year 5 Living things and their habitats, Year 6 Living things and their habitats, evolution and inheritance.
This also links with opportunities for speaking and listening, personal, social and emotional development and English. By purchasing a class pond
dipping set we will have the resources so that an entire class can pond dip together and share their findings and observations. Within our Early Years
outside area we wish to develop the garden area further by purchasing some lavender bushes to encourage the bees and an apple tree to feed the
birds and encourage the butterflies. We know that bats inhabit our park area so wish to install a bat box and a more long term goal would be to purchase another web cam and observe these nocturnal creatures.’
We are so excited to get started on this development and hope that people within the community can help us. Please keep a look out on our Facebook
page and keep reading our updates here to see if you are able to help us at all.
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Snapshots of Quarr - part 18
by David McCulloch

6:55PM The bell for supper rings and the community gather in the refectory with the guests, for the evening
meal. When I was in the monastery, this was usually a simpler meal than lunch, and was often reheated leftovers, or a simple meal such as scrambled eggs with bread, cheese and fruit. At different times, I used to cook
one evening meal a week, and got to know the ups and downs of catering for large numbers! Like lunch, the
meal took place in silence with reading, which was normally a brief biography of the saints who were to be commemorated the following day, any members of the community whose anniversary of death was next day, a passage from the Rule of Saint Benedict, and the continuation of the book we were reading at lunchtime.
After supper was eaten, two members of the community went to do the washing up of the plates and cutlery, and another went to wash the kitchen pots and
pans. Sometimes the cook would do a lot of their own
washing up (for which the kitchen scullion was very
grateful), but the two regular washer-uppers were
allowed to leave the meal early so they could finish a
few minutes before Compline. The monastery had a
large but primitive dishwasher, which swung up one
way to allow a tray of dishes to go inside it, and then
swung up the other way when the washing cycle was
complete. The dishes were so hot from the steam that
normally only a quick wipe was required before everything was put away for the refectorian to prepare the dining tables for tomorrow. The need for this work to be done sensibly and efficiently always grounded you at the
end of the day, helping each monk to remember that it is in the simple things of life that God sometimes reveals
himself to us, and not just at “peak spiritual moments”. As St Therese of Lisieux said, “you can always find God
among the pots and pans.”
At the end of the day, there was still time for a few moments of recreation, which in the evening involved a few
members of the community gathering around a table in the “scriptorium” (technically “writing room”, although
no writing took place there) and discussing a few incidents from the day. Being able to spend time together
before going to bed can always allow for grievances to be aired, joyful moments to be shared, and a word of
encouragement to be offered.
(Quarr Abbey featured on BBC1 and is available on iPlayer, “Heaven Made”, Series 1 Episodes 2 & 3).

Church Services in Wootton during June

(Please be aware that all services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)

The relaxation of Covid regulations means that it is no longer necessary to book for services but you will be asked to
sanitize your hands.
Please wear a mask if you would feel more comfortable with it.
We are now able to offer the Brunch service to everyone!
It is also possible to book for services at Holy Cross, Binstead and St Peter’s, Havenstreet, if you visit their websites.
Wed June 1st
Sun June 5th
Wed June 8th
Sun June 12th
Wed June 15th
Wed June 22nd
Sun June 26th
Wed June 29th

ST EDMUNDS
0930
0800
0930
1830
0930
0930
1830
0930

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

June
June
June
June

5th
12th
19th
26th

0930
0930
0930
0930

ST MARKS

Brunch Service
Holy Communion + Explorers
Morning Worship +Big Mac
Holy Communion + Explorers
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KITE HILL HOUSE, KITE HILL, WOOTTON BRIDGE - part 1
(a series of articles about the tenants of Kite Hill House - by Lesley Abraham)

Kite Hill House is a mansion house at Kite Hill, Wootton
Bridge, which belonged to Fleming Estates on the Isle of
Wight. The estates at Binstead, Wootton Bridge, Quarr
Abbey, Fishborne, Havenstreet, Downend and Arreton
were purchased by Sir Thomas FLEMING in 1609 and
included the manors of Heasley, Combley, Quarr and
Newnham, Binstead, Duxmore and Rackland – an area
of some 4,000 acres, which remained largely intact until
its dispersal at Auction in 1956.
This is the front of the house in the 1970’s. This series of
articles is about some of the tenants of the house, using
many different sources and including some family memories. Kite Hill Farm, attached and situated behind the
house, did not always have the same tenants.

JAMES PERRY (died 1786)
James was the tenant of the house circa 1773. He had also leased the mill on the bridge from about 1750.
James was married to Charity and they had four daughters – Jane B. Jan 1754, Elizabeth B. June 1755 who
died December 1762 and is buried at Holy Cross Church, Binstead, Sarah B. Sept 1756 and Mary B. Nov
1758.
Jane married Phillip BALLARD, merchant of Newport in August 1771, she was 18 and was “married with the
consent of her father, J.Perry,” at Holy Cross Church, Binstead. They went on to have twelve children, all
baptised in Newport.
Mary married John POPHAM, Esq. of Newport in November 1787 at Binstead and had three children.
Sarah was described as a spinster/lunatic and remained to be looked after by her sister Mary.
In April 1773 the Hampshire Chronicle advertised that “timber was to be sold by auction on the 12th May at
the Vine Inn, in Newport, in the following lots, now lying at Newport, Ride and Newport, St.Helens, Ride,
Brading and Nettlestone. For Particulars, enquire of James PERRY, at Wooton or James SLADER, at
Newport.”
The Hampshire Chronicle of 15th May 1786 reported that “Mr James PERRY, of Wooten Bridge, in the Isle of
Wight, died in the 81st year of his age.” Charity, his wife, followed him in June 1787, both are buried at the
Holy Cross Church, Binstead.

PRAYERS FOR THE JUBILEE

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and faithful service which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication and to commit our lives to you and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life,
we give you thanks for your servant Elizabeth our Queen.
May she ever be provided with all she may need for her ministry among us,
strengthened to meet every demand which her office may make,
and in all things nourished by your word and example,
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign,
world without end.
Amen
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Events to pull out and keep

For Your Diary ... What’s On ...
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KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES.
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT
10.30am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance.
CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45 –
3.45pm AND FRIDAYS AT 11.45am – 12.45pm AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL.
A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be
done seated or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDITIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO
4PM. FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG
OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE A REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL
ON FRIDAYS: 2PM TO 3PM SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR FURTHER
INFO CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

Little Lions Toddler Group
This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, every 2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday of the month (not during half
term.) If you know anyone who would appreciate the company of other people with babies and toddlers, please do tell
them about us. Being a new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are walking the same
path. On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.
Elephant Club
If someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB will be meeting at St Mark’s Church between 24pm on Thursday June 9th. We spend the time visiting old memories, eating cake and laughing – you will be very welcome.
WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS - The coffee mornings continue at the present as Covid allows.
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon.Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am12 noon every Monday until further notice.
Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or
musicians welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Marks Brothers Bacon Butty Group
This group meets the second Tuesday of the month, 10.00 -11.00 in St Mark's coffee lounge. The opportunity for the
men of the village to meet up, drink tea or coffee and also to indulge in a bacon butty! For more information and to
ensure adequate supplies, please let Harry Kirby know if you will be attending. A small, voluntary, contribution towards
costs always appreciated. 07814809083 or harryskirby@btinternet.com"

TAI CHI CLASSES - WOOTTON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE
AT 1PM TO 2PM MONDAYS AND AT CALBOURNE RECREATION CENTRE AT 7PM TO 8PM On MONDAYS
For Healh, fitness, wellbeing, and you're enjoyment. All welcome.
Contact MIKE SMITH on 07815523157... 01983 531728 or email studiosigns@btinternet.com

CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI) - Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the second Wednesday of each month
(except August) at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW. Visitors and new members always welcome. Contact: Ann Parker 884263.
8th June - Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration
4.30pm Garden Party
7.15pm Monthly meeting
Competitions: A Hat with a Royal Theme & Best Bloom

21st June - WI Federation - Centenary Party at County
Showground, Northwood.

22nd June - Kurling evening Creekside with Freshwater
Bay WI
Donkey Sanctuary Visit
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Adverts to pull out and keep

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.

Local, friendly, reliable, insured

01983 716464

To discuss your requirements call Julia

Mobile: 0788 0784 906
ROOFING
AND
BUILDING

Tel: Richard
(01983) 611422

Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and
Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

Steven CHAPPLE
(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING
Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712
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houseproud !

‘solutions by Angela’
quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

Digital Security

The UK Cyber Security Centre has warned
that we should all expect an increase in
cyber attacks. Don’t open unexpected
emails or click on suspicious links.
Please be alert!

All Seasons Gardening
and Landscaping

Fence work, gates, Patios, Block paved drives,
Mini digger / Dumper / Hire with operator
Wootton 882879 (All landscaping aspects)
www.isleofwightgardeningandlandscaping.co.uk

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?
More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

CIPHE

Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

PHIL MANSFIELD
Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings 01983 615724

Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

Tel: 01983 883333

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish 41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)

• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —
Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the
home and office.
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

Do you enjoy
singing?

St. Mark’s Church
Choir meets on
Thursday evening
6.30-7.30pm. We sing
inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No
experience necessary.Our practices are for preparing the choir to sing at church services and occasional social performances.
Come along and give it a try.
Any questions please e-mail:
David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service

• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •
BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Mitchell & Mitchell

PROPERTY SERVICES
“From the roof to the roots”
Your local family builder - Est. over 20 yrs

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT
REPAIR CENTRE

Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge
Isle of Wight PO33 4RD

Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

ALL TRADES COVERED

• Roofing, Facia & Soffits •
• A full professional kitchen planning
and installation service •
Friendly professional service

FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
PLEASE CALL:

883624 / 07900 928095

IVY HALL B&B
Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208
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This space
could be
yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

GRANGE FARM
HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)
Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)
OPEN ALL YEAR
• 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
• Short Breaks Available
• Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)

•Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
• Off Road Parking
Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers
that you saw them in

The
Bridge

MEWS
STEVE (Odd job man)

Gardening services, interior and
exterior gutter cleaning.
Exterior painting including sheds,
fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885

E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

GEOFF
LEATHER

Your local specialists for . . . .

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?
Then why not help deliver The Bridge
magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of
volunteers, please contact David
Bennison on 882783.

MIKE O’DELL

Painter & Decorator
30 years experience

Registered independent
tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

H. V. TAYLOR & SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
— EST 1905 —

45 Green Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight PO33 2QE

Tel: 01983 562082

E-mail: hvtaylor@hvtaylor.co.uk
AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL
FUNERALS
STARTING FROM £1,900
www.hvtaylor.co.uk

24 HOUR SERVICE
— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG

Garage
Doors IW
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The UK’s Largest Independent
Funeral Plan Provider

Independent
Funeral Directors

Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

Adverts to pull out and keep

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs

Electrical Work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design

No Job too small
Computer & Digital

HARWOODS

For all your motoring needs

MOT’s
for £39

MOT at Harwoods
Renault includes:
• Free 25-point vehicle
health check
• Car washed

www.harwoodsgarage.co.uk

LUSHINGTON HILL, WOOTTON

Tel: 885500

Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice

steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

JR PHILPOTT & DAD
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
If you have an idea I can make it
Traditional forged work for the
home and garden.
Restoration work undertaken.

If you want new gates/railings or old
ones repaired/painted.
Call John on:

(01983) 719716
Mob: 07812 199348

This space
could be yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk
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Andrea

Mobile Hairdressing
Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in
your own home.

Please phone 612395

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES,
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,
GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist

Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790

Mob: 07723 340454

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com

Over 25 years experience

All Seasons Gardening Services

Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding
Turfing, Rotavating, Levelling,
over-grown clearance
Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999)
www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT

01983 721426

www.huntforest.com

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demonstrations available upon request.
Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

@huntforestgroup

PLUMBER
GERVASE LAIGHT

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

— Free estimates —

Wootton
Post Office
(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm
For Your Diary...
What’s On...

NEWPORT LIBRARY ART GROUP

Are holding an EXHIBITION in the
OLD SCHOOL, NEW ROAD,
WOOTTON BRIDGE on
SATURDAY 18 JUNE
10am--4pm
TEA AND CAKES ARE AVAILABLE
PLENTY OF PARKING

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel: 01983 760544
Mobile: 07909 902004
DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES

PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

07912 432835

Isle of Wight Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home

— TONY STACK —

Qualified Foot Health Professional
(S.A.C DIP FHPT S.A.C. DIP FHPP)

covering the whole of the Isle of Wight
Treatments include: Callus; Corns; Cracked
Heels; Thickened Nails; Fungal Infection;
Ingrowing Toenails; Diabetic Foot Care;
Regular Nail Trimming

TEL: 07546 572272

or e-mail: tony@iowmobilefootclinic.co.uk
CHARGES - £25 per appointment, or £21 per
person for two or more people, so you’ll
always know how much you’ll pay for
treatment with no hidden costs!

WOOTTON YOUTH CLUB (WYC)
WYC is a place where young people can meet with friends and join in a range of activities such as ball sports,
cookery, table tennis, badminton, pool, table football, film nights, art projects, community help projects and visits
to PGL Little Canada to participate in the available on-site activities. We have a café, offering various tuck items
and refreshments. The young people jointly help in programming the weekly sessions and activities. Our team of
trained, professional staff (including special needs support) are here to ensure the young people have fun and
help them understand the world around them.
As youth workers we have time to talk through any questions and concerns.
We are located at the Old School on New Road in Wootton and session times are:
Thursdays Night
8-16 years
6.30-8.30pm
WYC welcomes young people from surrounding areas and friends from other parts of the Island also.
Please contact us for more information and do check out our WOOTTON YOUTH CENTRE Facebook page.
Contact email: woottonbridgeyc@gmail.com or message us on FB: wootton bridge youth club
Tom Pellet, Senior Youth Worker

WOOTTON SCOUT HALL
FOR HIRE.
Hall including modern
kitchen, central heating, rear
garden etc. Reasonable rates.
Contact Peter on 883385 or
petefiow@uwclub.net for
bookings.
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(Station Road)

Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694

Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced. Junior Church meets 10am

Minister’s Message

I am sure that many of us
are looking forward to
celebrating the Queen’s
Jubilee. A jubilee is a celebration of the anniversary of a special event,
and the term is mostly
associated with the
Royal Family, where they
mark significant periods
in the life and reign of a
monarch. This year celebrates the Queen's 70th
year as monarch.

10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It
shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return
to your family property and to your own clan.
11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do
not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or
harvest the untended vines.
12 For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat
only what is taken directly from the fields.
13 In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to
their own property.
According to this scripture Hebrew slaves and
prisoners would be freed, and debts would be
forgiven.

8 Count off seven sabbath years—seven times
seven years—so that the seven sabbath years
amount to a period of forty-nine years.
9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere
on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the
Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout
your land.

Services for June

I am sure there will be many street parties,
events and services, celebrating and giving As we celebrate this year’s Jubilee let us just for
thanks for her commitment to her people.
a few moments consider what a difference it
would make if we also applied Leviticus in a
The Bible also speaks of The Year Of Jubilee.
modern context.
Blessings
Rev David Plumb
Levitcus 25 v8-13 (NIV).
June
June
June
June

5th
12th
17th
24th

LA
Steer S&S
Akers
LA

Annual Parochial Church Meeting - held on 27th April

The APCM has to be held each year by law and it reviews the previous year including the finances.

The parish continues to be without a priest, a situation that will probably last for a while yet but we are very glad to have
two retired priests in Wootton and we value them highly!
Anyone in Wootton is entitled to vote for the churchwardens of the parish and we now have two: myself and Mary Peters.

All other posts are voted for by people on the parish electoral roll. This committee, called the Parochial Church Council,
not to be confused with the Parish Council, will hopefully steer us through the situation of changing plurality. A plurality
is a typical C of E term for a group – why use a simple term when you can have a complicated one!

Life in the parish is going from strength to strength in so many ways and it is a privilege to watch it grow.
Ann Capps
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PARISH COUNCIL
information
Meetings:

Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.
Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley
Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher - Chair
Linda Pitcher
Lee Lemon
Barbara Port
Christopher Cory
Liz Kingston, Clerk
All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.
Office opening times:PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. Closed;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm
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Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555. Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:
Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840.
Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like”
– which displays all the latest information and you are welcome to
comment on any topic.
Post Office at Brannon Way
The Post Office has arrived at Brannon Way. It is open on
Wednesday 9.30am to 12.30pm.

Party in the Park
We are looking at this event and will make a decision if it is to go
ahead this year. If you are interested in helping out, if it does go
ahead, then please speak to Liz in the office or give her a ring on
884555. We are looking at either the 16th July or the 23rd July.

Parish Council Meetings
These are now back to face to face meetings at The Old School in
New Road. Details of the meeting can be found on the notice board
in Brannon Way, the Parish Council’s website and Facebook.

Spring Tidy Up
This will take place on the 30th April 2022, starting at 10am at the
Parish Office and running until 1pm. All are welcome and you can
either tidy round your own street or come to the office where we will
be coordinating the clean-up.

Village
The Parish Council are looking at installing a bench in the High
Street as well as replacing one in St Edmunds. They are also looking
at replacing the picnic bench at Pump Lane.

BEAT OFFICER
Recreation Ground
First Tuesday in month
10am-12 noon or messages can be The Parish Council’s contractors have been trimming the bushes in
February, so hopefully the recreation ground is looking nice. A conleft for the Police.
tractor will be starting hopefully April/May to upgrade and resurface
the path as well as extending it round the whole of the recreation
WOOTTON BRIDGE
ground.
PARISH COUNCIL
5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Environmental Officer
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
The
Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental
PO33 4NX
Officer to tackle some of the low level and anti-social behaviour that
tel: 884555
can unfortunately blight our community. The EO will be working at
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk random times and days each week and has initially been asked to
website:
concentrate on fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.
www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available If you have any particular areas of concern or want to report any inciat the HIC can be obtained from the dents, please either visit the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or conParish Clerk or on the website.
tact
us
by
phone
or
email
(01983
884555
or
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk)
Liz Kingston – Clerk
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Creekside WI - Fun, Friends and hopefully Frolics!

Do you fancy some fun with old friends or the opportunity to make new ones?Creekside WI welcomes visitors and members in Wootton on the second Wednesday of every month at the Methodist Church at 7.15pm.
During meetings there is a reminder about activities and visits coming up the following month, a speaker or activity, competitions and an opportunity to enjoy a chat, coffee, tea and something sweet. This year, amongst other things, we are having our treasures valued, a Craft Day, Quiz and Chips, a hair and beauty demonstration, cheese/ wine tasting and then
‘Would I Lie to You?’ We also enjoy a knit, natter or games evening, on the last Wednesday of the month. We choose what
we fancy on that particular night.
Hopefully this year our clubs will return to their normal face to face meetings. While Covid is still with us, the Games and
Book Club are on line (Covid can’t stop us!). We will however begin to meet in our homes as soon as we feel comfortable.
Some of us are learning British Sign Language. We ramble, play Ten Pin Bowling, go out for lunch, have a craft and a
photography group. We are also booking dates with other WI’s on The Island for Kurling suppers in Wootton. These are
well attended because there is always a delicious supper and then our competitive side is unleashed with Kurling games.
It’s great fun! Don’t worry, there are always clear instructions given on how to play and time for a quick practise.
We love visiting different locations either on or off The Island. Suggestions to the committee are taken into account. This
year we are taking advantage of what our Island has to offer such as Crazy Golf at Puckpool followed by supper, Shanklin
Theatre, a party at Apply Beach, Havenstreet Railway, Mottistone Gardens and a cinema visit to see Downton Abbey.
Don’t drive? There is always someone who is willing to give a lift.

There is a programme and monthly newsletter to keep you up to date so you won’t miss anything. You can come for a few
visits just to see how you like it so how about joining us?

(Please see Page 5 for our list of upcoming June events)

Cheryl Downie

SHERLOCK, WHEREFORE ART THOU, SHERLOCK? - or - A GRAVE MYSTERY

An old yew tree grows amongst the graves at the South Eastern corner of St Edmund’s Church. Last November a volunteer was
cleaning ivy off the tree when the ground began to subside. On investigation, he and another volunteer found a large hole there. After
clearing away about an 8 inch depth of grass and soil, they discovered an “empty” brick lined pit the size and depth of a grave.
The Diocese was informed and the County Archaeologist came to inspect the “pit”. She confirmed that it was indeed a grave with
human remains at the bottom. She also stated that it had originally been sealed with three stone slabs,
but the central slab is missing. There are no broken bits at the bottom, which leads us to believe that it
had been deliberately removed at some time in the past!
The headstone is that of a James List who was buried in the 1830’s; so one can only surmise that for soil
and grass to build up over the grave, the central slab was replaced by some sort of wooden cover which
had gradually rotted away over the centuries.
The Diocese has given us permission to temporarily seal the grave whilst we try to trace Mr List’s
descendants. This is because they are responsible for its maintenance and the PCC has to be sure of
their wishes before having the grave permanently sealed.
James List was the tenant/owner farmer of Wootton Farm. We understand that he had two sons, Daniel and James List who owned a
shipyard at Fishbourne. The younger James was killed in a shipyard accident in 1825.
Daniel died a wealthy man in 1868, he had four children but the three sons died before him. Daughter Mary died in Binstead in 1857.
Daniel’s mother was Martha (nee Gawn), and his stepgrandfather was a John Gawn. The information we have indicates that the family was fairly compact and that the male line died out in this country in the early 1900’s, except perhaps in Australasia and the U.S.A.
If anyone has any information about James List and his descendants, would you please contact the churchwardens or a member of
the PCC?
And finally – the mystery!
Well, there is no record of an exhumation, and why else would a sealed tomb be opened, except in the case of an additional burial in
the same grave. The grave would have had to be properly resealed in accordance with canon law. And, not re-use the slab? If it was
broken when it was moved then it should have been replaced by a similar, one. So why a temporary “ wooden?” cover?
Here’s a thought --- in those days, smuggling was big business. Two hundred years ago the Church was isolated in fields with only
the manor house, farmhouse, and farm cottages anywhere nearby. Less than a mile away is Wootton Creek and even closer is the
foreshore at the end of New road, while King’s Quay is also close.
That’s only one idea, we will all have our own pet theories but we may never know the truth --- watch this space!
Michael Broadsmith
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‘The Bridge’
is delivered free

to over 1,750 homes and
businesses in Wootton

Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ — the
April/May 2022 issue will be available
to pick up from the Churches on
SATURDAY 21st May 2022
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If you have any particular
areas
of concern, or want to
Share your stories or local
knowledge by writing an article report any incidents, please
suitable for The Bridge maga- either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact
zine.
us by phone or email
Please contact David Bennison

on 882783
or email:
thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid with digits in such
a manner that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box
accommodates the digits 1-9,
without repeating any.
Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee

And so as I look forward to continuing to
serve you with all my heart, I hope this
Jubilee will bring together families and
friends, neighbours and communities –
after some difficult times for so many of
us – in order to enjoy the celebrations and
to reflect on the positive developments in
our day-to-day lives that have so happily
coincided with my reign.
Your Servant
Elizabeth R.

‘THE BRIDGE’

Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s
permission.

The publisher does not necessarily hold
the same views as those expressed by
contributors and reserves the right to
refuse or alter material.

Copy deadline date:
FRIDAY 10th JUNE 2022
(12 noon) for July 2022

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH

Churchwardens: Ann Capps and Mary Peters
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at:

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880
(we will respond as soon as we can)

Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of
The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900
Send your advertisements for inclusion
in ‘The Bridge’ to:

E-mail Addresses

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone
David Bennison on
882783 or the
Churchwardens.

Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments
about ‘The Bridge’ to:

thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

