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It cannot be said too often. St Edmund’s Church is
the oldest, the most beautiful and (particularly at this
time of year) the coolest building in Wootton (or
Wootton Bridge if you prefer). It is not the fault of the
builders that the church is hidden at the Northern
edge of the village. Until not much more than a cen-
tury ago Wootton was little more than a haphazard
collection of farms and cottages, mostly built along
road alignments that were only established when St
Edmund’s had been in existence for more than half a
millennium, and which then passed the little church
completely by.

Partly because our beautiful old church is so out of
the way, the Friend’s of St Edmund’s have held an
Open Weekend there almost every year, usually at
the time of the August Bank holiday. Aside from the
opportunity to meet, chat, have a cup of tea and con-
sult Parish records, there are always interesting dis-
plays on the history and life of the building. It is the
ideal opportunity to learn fascinating things about our

village and life in former times, when people were as
fond of the St Edmund’s as we are today.

This year, we are changing the dates of the Open
Weekend from the August Bank Holiday to the week-
end of 9th and 10th September, to coincide with the
Ride and Stride fund raising event of the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Historic Churches Trust, a charity
which supports us and which we in turn support. You
will find more details of the Open Weekend else-
where in this issue, but do please put the dates in
your diary and plan to visit us. We think you’ll be glad
that you did.

You have probably also noticed that this is the
July/August issue of The Bridge, so there will be no
separate issue next month, when the hard working
editorial and distribution teams will be taking a break.
You should see the next issue in early September,
shortly before the St Edmund’s Open Weekend.

David Bennison @

For July and August services, please see Page 3
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Wootton Primary Says Goodbye!

Several years ago, the school community worked together to

establish our school values. At this time our older children referred to

us ‘growing’ them and sending them off to grow into bigger things.

This led us into a discussion about harvest which in turn brought us

""am?sc**"o to our values REAP, ensuring that our children are Respectful,

Empowered, Aspirational and Persevering. It is at this time of the
school year that we celebrate how our children have really instilled

these values, ready to move on to their next stage of learning, whether that be their new ~ Mrs Jane Wilford

class in school or moving on to Secondary. Headteacher

We are so proud of our Year 6 children who have worked so hard to conclude their time at

Wootton. Following their SATs, | had the absolute pleasure in joining them at their residential visit to Aldershot.

We stayed in little pods for three nights and four days and completed a range of activities, however the biggest

learning was them needing to be independent from making their bed to getting the right equipment at the right

time! We were blessed with beautiful weather too and | am so grateful to the staff that gave up their time to

support this visit.

We are looking forward to welcoming our new Reception class in September and working with many new

families for the next seven years!

In the meantime, on behalf of all at Wootton School, have a wonderful summer and if you would like to come

along to our summer fayre on Friday 14th July 3-5pm it would be lovely to see you. th
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Book Reviews
by Yvonne Gilbert

Some of the glamour from a TV personality has brushed on to us because we know the new Resident Botanist
on this year’s Springwatch. This is the young Leif Berenson. His first book ‘The Orchid Hunter’ published in 2017
was successful enough to go into paperback.

Leif (pronounced to rhyme with safe) is the grandson of Reverend Canon Howard Barker and his wife Jean of
All Saints Church, Ryde. Our Wootton Parish has enjoyed Howard and Jean's friendship and help for many years,
particularly during a referendum. We knew of Leif's work at Kew and later
the hard work coupled with his PhD while his second book was in the
making.

When °‘The Orchid Hunter’ was promoted last year by The Medina
Bookshop in Cowes, Margaret King and | were in the enthusiastic audi-
ence for Leif's lecture. Several of us now have autographed copies of the
book - the signature in the fashion of all famous people - quite undeci-
pherable.

Leif's second book, ‘Where the Wild Flowers Grow’is a joyous and inspi-
rational trek through the UK and Ireland. The author’s diary gives minute
details of his journey in search of wild flowers and the feel of earth, shale
and soil where they lurk. No stranger to puzzled bystanders, like Sherlock
with a spy glass, he was asked on a camp site lawn: 'Have you lost some-
thing?" ‘No, just looking for plants’ was the answer from our dishy
Botanist.

On the coastal mudflats near Barmouth he tasted salty seaweed. This was
Common Glasswort, used historically in glassmaking. It is interesting that
there are thousands of species of seaweed with at least 600 in British
waters. According to the book by Vincent Doumeizel, a United Nations
Food Adviser, plants could be the answer to almost every environmental
problem we face.

The author bluebell hunting with a little helper on

. the South Downs Way.
Where the Wild Flowers Grow: ISBN 9781529349573

The Orchid Hunter; ISBN 978-1-78072-352-5

th|
Church Services in Wootton during July/August
(Please be aware that all services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service.)
The relaxation of COVID regulations means that it is no longer necessary to book for services but you will be asked to sanitize your hands.
Please wear a mask if you would feel more comfortable with it.
We are now able to offer the Brunch service to everyone!
ST EDMUND’S ST MARK’S
JULY

JULY

: Sun 2nd 0930 Brunch Service
ST 2 U Intell7 e e Wed 5th 1115 Café Communion (¥)
Sun 9th 1830 Evensong .

. Sun 9th 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Wed 12th 0930 Holy Communion f .

. Sun 16th 0930 Morning Worship
Wed 19th 0930 Holy Communion Sun 23rd 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Sun 23rd 1830 Evensong Sun 30th 0930 Songs of Praise at St Mark’s
Wed 26th 0930 Holy Communion
AUGUST AUGUST
Sun 6th 0800 Holy Communion Wed 2nd 1115 Café Communion (*)
Wed 9th 0930 Holy Communion Sun 6th 0930 Brunch Service
Sun 13th 1830 Evensong Sun 13th 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Wed 16th 0930 Holy Communion Sun 20th 0930 Morning Worship followed by the Big Mac Talk
Wed 23rd 0930 Holy Communion Sun 27th 0930 Holy Communion + Explorers
Sun 27th 1830 Evensong
Wed 30th 0930 Holy Communion

(*) If you would like to come to Café Communion, please leave us a mes-
sage on the parish answerphone 301880 or email stedmundsandst-
marks@gmail.com.

th
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A TALE FROM THE MAGISTRATES' COURT
by Doreen Gazey

One day, back in the 1850s, two horse-drawn traps collided on the Freshwater Road. Seeking damages, the
farmers took the case to Court in Newport.

The richer farmer had engaged a lawyer from Portsmouth, but cunning as he was he could not undermine
the poorer farmer's evidence, nor that of his brother who had also been in the cart. Then the farmer's young
son took to the witness stand. He looked a bit dim - a real country bumpkin - and his stammered evidence
supported that of his father and uncle.

The wily lawyer decided to cross-examine: "Tell me," he said, "on your way to Court today, did you discuss this
case with your father?"

"Yus SURR", admitted the country lad.

“And did your father instruct you as to what to say?"

“Yus SURR. He done that, Surr".

"Oh, he did, did he”, purred the advocate, sensing a Rill. "Then you must tell me exactly what he told you to
say”.

“Well sur”, replied the boy. "He said, Thomas, there'm a mighty smart lawyer coming over from Portsmouth.
And he'll ask you questions. And he'll catch you out. So there be only one thing you can do. You tell the truth,

and no 'arm can come to you. And that's what Oi done, Surr. Bain't Oi right, Surr?"

And the poorer farmer won his case.

L0 NHEAR'S

VAL

14TH - 16TH JULY 2023
Royal County Showground, Newport, Isle of Wight

lionheartfestival.co.uk

The heart of Lionheart
For many years we've prayed for church unity and revival for the Isle of Wight and south
coast, for people to be awakened (and reawakened), join together and return to

the Father's Heart. And in 2022, after years of planning and waiting due to Covid, we had the
first Lionheart Festival. We were blessed to have established worship leaders such as

Noel Robinson, Danny Oates, Rob Westall, Graham Kendrick, and our own Island worship
groups join us at the Royal County Showground, to praise, worship and celebrate God.

What is Lionheart?
As Lionheart we love God, love His church and love to introduce people to Jesus.
“Lionheart is about bringing of the Body of Christ to join together, One God, One
Church, One Body, united in praise to Jesus. A time of soaking, refreshing and
restoration, as we hip and praise L T ing to build us up. And time for
reflection and prayer.”

Lionheart is not just for the Island. Lionheart Festival is hosted by the Island but is for
everyone across the UK, and beyond. Lionheart is not a church and the vision is not and has
never been a church plant. The long-term vision is as a central resource for churches and
organisations, providing space, resources and outreach to unify and support churches.

Lionheart 2022
In the first year, there were powerful testimonies...

« of people giving their life to Jesus,

« of people ‘stuck’ in their Christian walk, who were powerfully touched,

« and that those who came on their own, said they felt safe and made lasting friends.
We experienced the Body of Christ come together especially in Holy Communion on the
Sunday morning. And the kids loved the bouncy castles, the Open the Book and the water
pistols squirt area!

We spent time with those who were not yet believers, including trades people at the Festival,
who told us it was ‘beautiful’, like nothing they had experienced before and ask to come back
and help again!

And before we had even had a chance to ‘pack down’ the 2022 Festival we had people ask us
‘what date is Lionheart next year!’ So, we're now preparing for Lionheart 2023!

Lionheart 2023

We are preparing for this year's festival with...

« a mix of amazing worship, from worship groups from the island and across the UK

« both children’s ministry and youth ministry, making it a truly all age festival

« a communion on the Sunday again so the Body of Christ across the Island can come
together in fellowship.

We have worked in partnership with churches across the Island with an invitation to come to

serve and be served.

We know as Believers our great commission is to go into the world and make disciples.

So we also encourage believers buying a weekend ticket to bring their ‘not yet believer’

friends and relatives to come to the festival for a nominal fee. They will get to experience

God and 'the church’ as a united body in celebration in the great outdoors

LIONHEART 2023 - SPREAD THE WORD AND GET INVOLVED!

We'd love you to join us in growing Lionheart into what God has purposed.

1. Buy your ticket and come to Worship
Buy your price freeze tickets HERE (while prices hold)

2. Volunteer to help serve the body of Christ
Volunteers get a further 25% price reduction for deing only two short volunteer shifts
There are 'seated’ and ‘roaming’ tasks. Find out more about volunteering HERE
[Please note. You must buy a weekend ticket to volunteer. Roles are agreed after tickets are bought.]

‘ ‘Weekend tickets ‘ Volunteer Weekend tickets ‘ Day tickets ‘
| Adule £45 | £3375 | Frifes/satess/suneas |
| Teen/OAP/Student | £35 | £26.25 | Fifis/sate2s/sungls |

3. Bring a 'not yet believer’ with you - a friend or relative with an additional £5 NYB ticket!
When you purchase your ticket please then go to ‘Products’ and add the NYB ticket.

4. Spread the Word! Tell people about Lionheart!
« Like, comment on and share on @ facebook.com/Lionheartfestival
and B instagram.com/lionheart festival

 Sign up for newsletter updates on our website lionheartfestival.co.uk

5. Ask your church and friends to support us and get involved
» Please distribute our bookmarks which takes you straight to the website
» Buy a banner to display on your Church building - for just £40!
« We'd love to have a Lionheart Rep in your church for regular contact & pass on news

6. Support us with your prayer and finances
» Pray for our success — for the board, the team and all the people involved

« Donate HERE . Or fundraise for us — contact us at info@lionheartfestival.co.uk

th
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For Your Diary ... What’s On ...

KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES. BINSTEAD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAYS AT 11.20am AND WHIPPING-
HAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT 10.10am at
ARRETON VILLAGE HALL. Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance. CON-
TACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. SANDOWN BROADWAY CENTRE ON MONDAYS AT 4.15pm AND
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45pm. A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that
is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDI-
TIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO 4PM.
FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASSES AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON
FRIDAYS AT 11.15am, 12.25pm and 2pm SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR
FURTHER INFO CONTACT ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

Little Lions Toddler Group
This group meets at St Mark's Church 10 to 11.30am, July 12th & 19th at St Mark’s Church (no sessions in August). Being a

new parent can be very lonely and it is always helpful to meet people who are walking the same path. So if you are a new par-
ent, or a parent with lively toddlers on your hands, come and join us. Your children will learn to play with other children and you
can talk to people who are on the same difficult journey as you. £2 per session - coffee and sympathy provided!

On the first Wednesday of the month, Wootton Methodist Church runs a Messy Church session.

Elephant Club

A social group for people living with memory loss and for others just wanting an afternoon of good company.....and cake. If
someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB will be meeting at St Mark’s Church between 2-4pm
Thursday July 13th and August 10th. If you would like to exercise ‘“the little grey cells” whilst having a laugh and eating cake,
do come and join us. We would love to see you.

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon. Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am-12
noon every Monday until further notice. Everyone welcome.

Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or musicians
welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Marks Brothers Bacon Butty Group

This group meets the second Tuesday of the month at 10.00am (NOTE - new day of second Wednesday at 10.30am from
August) in St Mark's coffee lounge. The opportunity for the men of the village who would like to sort the world to rights over a
coffee and a bacon butty. Please let Harry Kirby know if you will be attending. A small, voluntary, contribution towards costs
always appreciated. 07814809083 or harryskirby@btinternet.com" The group is very friendly and welcoming.

Holiday Fun Club returns for summer - The popular Holiday Fun Club, for primary age children, held at St. Mark’s Church
returns on three Tuesdays during the school summer holidays. These sessions will be longer and include lunch. The usual
games (hopefully indoor and outdoor), art and craft activities plus stories and quizzes will be available. The sessions will be led
by experienced and DBS checked staff. The Tuesday dates and times are: 25th July 10am — 3pm, 8th August 10am — 3pm and
Tuesday 22nd August 10am — 3pm. To book, please email funclub.stmarks@gmail.com stating name, age of child, preferred
dates of attendance and any dietary requirements. Closing date is Friday 14 July. Places will be confirmed on Monday 17 July.
Steve and Sue (Club leaders)

CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI) - Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the second Wednesday of each month (except
August) at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW. Visitors and new members always welcome. Contact:
Marlene Cassidy 01983 882718.

Activities for July Activities for August

8th - Party in the Park There is no main Members meeting in August

12th Members meeting. Speaker is Sarah Lang ‘Granny had  4th Garden visit

one of these’. 17th Shanklin Theatre visit

12th Craft afternoon

16th Kurling evening Don’t forget our Book Club, Amble, Coffee and Chat and

19th Quarr Abbey tour Monday games in the Zoomiverse sessions.



6 Adverts to pull out and keep

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — July/August 2023

GREEN CLEAN
Be gresn whitle we clean!

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.
Local, friendly, reliable, insured
To discuss your requirements call Julia

01983 716464

Mobile: 0788 0784 906

ROOFING
AND

BUILDING

Tel: Richard
(01983) 611422

Slates Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. -
Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and
Contract Work

Mobile: 07971 815301

©

Steven CHAPPLE

(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING
Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712
AR

CIPHE

> Chartered Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineering

REGISTER

Do you enjoy

singing?
. St. Mark’s Church
J0in the Choir.. ChoirarrneZts oltirc
You'll Be Glad '
You Did! Thursday evening

6.30-7.30pm. We sing
inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No
experience necessary.Our practices are for prepar-
ing the choir to sing at church services and occa-
sional social performances.
Come along and give it a try.
Any questions please e-mail:
David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com

PHIL MANSFIELD

Building Services
*« EXTENSIONS ¢ DRAINAGE
* BRICKWORK ¢« BLOCK PAVING
« EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
* PATHS AND PATIOS « DRIVES
Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings 01983 615724

houseproud

‘solutions by Angela’

quality cleaning & ironing services

help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

The Bridge

is Wootton’s community magazine and
it needs contributors!

Do you have a story to tell, a piece of local
history, or information about local activities?
If you do, we’d like to hear from you.

We can help you put together, and layout, your
articles; even if you “can’t write”, we can help.

If contributing to The Bridge is something
that interests you, contact:
David Bennison on 882783

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?

More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

Wootton Bridge
Townswomen's Guild
We are at Methodist Church Station Road
every 3rd Friday of the month 2-4pm
Please join us or call
Pauline 01983 759350

WOOTTON TYRES

THE ISLE OF WIGHT'S PREMIER TYRE SPECIALIST
THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service
* TYRES ¢ TYRE REPAIRS ¢ SERVICING °
BRAKES * EXHAUSTS
* DIAGNOSTICS « WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements

and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk
UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON P033 4RH

W |[WOOTTON

Islandwide Sales & Lettings

Tel: 01983 883333
LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
- With you from start fo finish -
41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)
* OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK «

www.woottonestateagents.com
sales@woottonestateagents.co.uk

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

— Established 1990 —
Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the

home and office.
Prompt, reliable service

- Mob: 07787 512800
NREE EREE e -mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk
www.dsesiw.co.uk

CONTRACTOR

PROFESSOR CLEAN & CLEARANCE

Local House Clearance experts. Whether it's a house,
rental, garage, garden, any items.
We specialise in hoarding issues and bereavement

clearance. We are a family run business that provides
an outstanding and professional service Islandwide.
Committed to environmentally responsible practice.
FULLY LICENSED - CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
Contact: 07376741576

Lushington Hil[BGdyshop
@ APPROVED  .cn/
//

ACCIDENT % -
cenaurr REPAIR CENTRE \od
Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd

Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge
Isle of Wight PO33 4RD

Tel 01983 885508

Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

The "Crafty Ladies”

We meet on Wednesday afternoons at St Mark's
Church, Wootton, from 1.30 p.m. 'till 4pm.

We would like to welcome new members to our
friendly group, who get together to enjoy a vari-
ety of different crafts, no experience necessary.
Come in and join us for a natter and a coffee/tea
as well. Age is ho barrier!

It's £4 a session, with the first one free.

Please call Jan on 882381 for more details

IVY HALL B&B
and Holiday Cottage

Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208
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EVERY FRIDAY Al Anon

(family and friends of alcoholics)

meet in Wootton so if alcohol is, in
i any way, affecting your life, this is :

the safe place to talk. Your
anonymity is Rey to our success.
Further details Harry or Sally
on (01983) 638198).
All conversations are
entirely confidential.

GRANGE FARM

HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)

Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)
OPEN ALL YEAR
+ 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
+ Short Breaks Available
* Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)
+Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
+ Off Road Parking
Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147

Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

GEOFF
LEATHER

Independent

Funeral Directors
24 HOUR SERVICE
— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG
Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

MEWS
STEVE

Gardening services, interior and
exterior gutter cleaning.

Exterior painting including sheds,
fences and garage doors.

FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES
Please call 07908 213885

E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com
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MIKE O’DELL

Painter & Decorator

30 years experience
Registered independent
tradesman

07398 113635 or

(01983) 409659

H V. TAY Lt"I'RJ\. ‘?C‘FN LTD

Offering Tador made funeral
Barials 2z well a3 Din
Funeral Direcrors
Mir Steve Whitehorar and Mr Richard Myers

COMPUWIGHT

Unit 6 Bumbles Arcade
40 High Street, Wootton

"Jick up youy phone, Not yous computey

COMPUTER SALES & REPAIRS
884888 or 07780672228

@olutions

Crystal Solutions

Ltd
Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs
Electrical Work

Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design
No Job too small
Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-Itd.co.uk
Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

’ Garage
Doors IW
Your local specialists for . . ..

Garage Doors * Roller Doors
Remote control operators

Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

 IW 884600 -

www.alspecialists.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?
Then why not help deliver The Bridge
magazine here in Wootton.

If you wish to join our band of
volunteers, please contact David
Bennison on 882783.

This space
could be yours!
Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

< \\ﬂJJ)Jy

SERVICING
MOT

BRAKES
SUSPENSION
TYRES
DIAGNOSIS

COLLECTION & DELIVERY (IOW ONLY) AND
PRE-BOOKED COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE!™

CALL US TODAY ON 01983 885510 OR VISIT
US AT HARWOODS, LUSHINGTON HILL GARAGE,
P0334RD

ANNA CHAPLAIN
(Hilary Baldwin)

This is a person-centred ministry
of spiritual care for older people
of all faiths, cultures, spiritualities
and contexts, and for their
families and carers. The Anna
Chaplain also offers advocacy for
older people within church and
community, they work with
people living independently and within
residential and nursing homes. The work of the
Chaplain is defined by the wants and needs of
their individual parish and is adapted
accordingly.

For more information please contact Hilary by:

Tel: 07769588644
Email:annachaplain@cofeparishofwoottonbrid
ge.org.uk
Website:http://www.cofeparishofwoottonbridge.
org.uk/anna-chaplain/

Military Whist Drives

Teams of 4 are welcome to the drives held in
the Methodist hall (parking in Station car park)
on the 7th and 21st of July at 7.15pm
(NOTE: no Aug or Sept meetings).
£2.50 per person. Contact Colin on 882588.
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1 HUNT
Creature Comforts | | & Andrea _% FOREST
Home Delivery Service . . . Pritchetts Wa
Y,
Tel: 01983 §84270 Mobile Hairdressing Rookley Industrial Estate,
Text: 07935 567 768 Fully qualified and R°‘;')‘!le;!8"§“f’";|:’;z3'-"'
Email: experienced hairstyling in wwwhuntforest.oom
info@creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk your own home. Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demon-
Complete and Frozen Foods Please phone 612395 strations available upon request.
B . . Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
Cat Dog Wild bird Squlrrel ete. brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.
Free Island Delivery £ sormipesre @ © @nuntorestgroup
All Seasons Gardening Services GROWING TOGETHER
a A L LA N = s Regular Grass Cutting, Strimming, Hedges,
o i Routine Garden maintenance, Stump grinding
2 it Turfing, Rotavating, I:evelling, GERVASE LAIGHT

=4~ Domestic Appliances
™ p , over-grown clearance P
ol '~ repaired and serviced Wootton 882879 (serving the area since 1999) L UM B E R
WASHING MACHINES, www.isleofwightgardeningservices.co.uk N .
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES, Kitchen & Bath.room II.lStallatlon
General Plumbing Maintenance

GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
— Free estimates —

Spare parts available and
delivered to your door! RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.
Tel: 01983 760544

Call 883790
Mob: 07723 340454 Mobile: 07909 902004

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience

DOMESTIC CLEANING

& IRONING SERVICES
PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

The Bridge

is Wootton’s community magazine
And it needs contributors!

Do you have a story of local interest to 07912 432835
tell?
Is there a piece of local history you For fun, adventure and skills -
. - — This space
would like to share? for life, come and join could be vours!
Do you want to publish information 1st Wootton Scout Group y :
about local activities? Reg. Charity 1005194 Please contact:
. bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk
If you do, we’d like to hear from Beavers 6 — 8yrs Monday 6.15 - 7.30pm
you. Cubs 8 - 10%yrs Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm e
We can help you put together and lay- Scouts  10% - 14yrs Tuesday 6.30 - 8.30pm F E’I{ITRACITA .CLEAN.’NG t
; . Explorers 14 — 18yrs Thursday 7- 9pm ora’l your c'eaning requirements
out your articles; Carpets & Upholstery - Sofa/Rug Cleaning
: <« s Y . . End of Tenancy Cleaning - One off Deep Cleans
even if you “can’t write”, we can help. :(;l TteCt'Orl‘s open to boys aCd ?j‘”s- Hoarder Clean Ups - Environmental Cleans
. . . . ults welcome to train as Leaders. Free Estimates - Fully Insured
If contributing to The Bridge is 28\ ¥Years Experience
something that interests you, contact Contact Ali on 07785 934644 2 Home: 01983 528720
David Bennison on 882783 for further details Mobile: 07967531576
WYC is a place where young people can meet with friends and join in a range of activities such as ball sports, FOR HIRE
cookery, table tennis, badminton, pool, table football, film nights, art projects, community help projects and visits :
to PGL Little Canada to participate in the available on-site activities. We have a café, offering various tuck items
and refreshments. The young people jointly help in programming the weekly sessions and activities. Our team of . .
trained, professional staff (including special needs support) are here to ensure the young people have fun and ) Hall including quem
help them understand the world around them. kitchen, central heating, rear
As youth workers we have time to talk through any questions and concerns. garden etc. Reasonable rates.
We are located at the Old School on New Road in Wootton and session times are:
Thursdays Night ~ 8-16 years 6.30-8.30pm
WYC welcomes young people from surrounding areas and friends from other parts of the Island also. Contact Peter on 883385 or
Please contact us for more information and do check out our WOOTTON YOUTH CENTRE Facebook page. eteﬂow@uwclub net for
Contact email: woottonbridgeyc@gmail.com or message us on FB: wootton bridge youth club p booki ’
Tom Pellet, Senior Youth Worker OOKINgS.
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WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)
Minister: Revd David P. Plumb BA. Tel: 884694
Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced

Final Minister’s Message

As many people know | will be retiring as from the And more, much, much more
end of July and so this will be the final time that | put 1 did it, I did it my way
pen to paper, to write the Minister’s Message for the Yes, there were times I'm sure you knew
magazine. May | say it has been a joy to be able When | bit off more than | could chew
share God’s message into so many homes during my But through it all, when there was doubt
nine years back on the Island. We will remain living | ate it up and spit it out
here and after a time of relaxation and reflection | am | faced it all and | stood tall and did it my way
sure you will see me return to the pulpit again. The For what is a man, what has he got?
words that | would like to leave with you are not from If not himself then he has naught
Scripture but from Frank Sinatra. In this wonderful Not to say the things that he truly feels
song it closes by saying ‘and did it my way’. My And not the words of someone who kneels
prayer is that | actually did it God’s way. Let the record shows | took all the blows and did it my
way
And now the end is here
And so | face that final curtain My God continue to bless you
My friend I'll make it clear
I'll state my case, of which I'm certain Rev David Plumb
I've lived a life that's full
| travelled each and every highway Preachers for July & August
And more, much more
I did it, | did it my way 2nd July Ordinary Local arrangement
R ts. I've had a f 9th July Ordinary Plumb - Short & Snappy
i1 Sj VA T T A . 16th July Ordinary Local arrangement
But then again too few to mention 23rd July Ordinary Burt
| did what | had to do 30th July Ordinary Izzard
. . . 6th August  Ordinary Local arrangement
I'saw it through without exemption 13th August  Ordinary Fowler - Short & Snappy
| planned each charted course 20th August  Ordinary Watson
Each careful step along the byway 2rth  August  Ordinary Wiggans th

Summer days FRIENDS OF ST EDMUND’S
Enjoy them OPEN WEEKEND

| with
townswomen's guilds Saturday September 9th to Sunday

September 10th, 10am to 6pm daily.

Wootton Bridge Townswomen’s
Afternoon Guild
Their next meeting will be held
On Friday JULY 21st
2pm to 4pm All help gratefully received.

This month’s subject

IOW Heritage

Our main theme this year is Transport
Through The Ages.

Plus a lively monthly lunch

Methodist Church Station Road

Wootton Bridge

Pauline 759350 or Janet 864104
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PARISH COUNCIL

information
Meetings:

Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.

Parish Councillors:

Barry Abraham
John Ward
Trish Evans
Dave Burley
Barrie Hailstone
Daryll Pitcher, Chair
Linda Pitcher, V.Chair
Lee Lemon
Christopher Cory
lan Yeo
Liz Kingston, Clerk
Lorna Morey, Assistant Clerk

All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.

Office opening times:-
PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. Closed:;

Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

BEAT OFFICER
First Tuesday in month
10am-12 noon or messages can be
left for the Police.

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL
5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
PO33 4NX

_ tel: 884555
email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

website:
www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available
at the HIC can be obtained from the
Parish Clerk or on the website.

‘s Wootton Bridge
®
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Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk — Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555. Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
Local IW Councillor for Wootton Bridge:

Daryll Pitcher - Telephone 883840
Email daryllpitcher@woottonbridge.org.uk

Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page — please “like” — which
displays all the latest information and you are welcome to comment on any
topic.

Party in the Park

Don’t forget Party in the Park is on the 8th July from 12pm at Wootton
Recreation Ground - join us for a dog agility show, Haven Falconry display,
refreshments, stalls, games, face painting and live music.

We will also be running a raffle with prizes including wine, a Steam Railway
pass, PGL half day of activities for 12 children including meals, flower bou-
quet, Woodmans Arms meal vouchers, yoga or pilates lessons at Your Space,
beer hamper and many more!

Antisocial Behaviour

We have had several incidents of antisocial behaviour recently in Wootton. If
you have been affected by any form of antisocial behaviour please report it to
the police. Their website can be found at https://www.hampshire.police.uk/
where you will see a ‘report’ button. When you click on it scroll down to
‘Report antisocial behaviour’. The more incidents reported, the more likely it
is that the police will take action. It is hoped that the police will soon be start-
ing up a regular monthly ‘surgery’ where you will be able to pop into the
Brannon Way office and chat with a local Police officer about any concerns
and issues you may have. Some of you may have received a survey to com-
plete; if you have please do fill it in (it is anonymous).

Electric Vehicles

The new charging point is now up and running in Brannon Way car park. The
provider is MER and it is 56p a unit as of 14th June. It is a type 2.22kw charg-
er and the council have informed us that whilst your electric vehicle is charg-
ing, you can park for free for 4 hours maximum.

Doctor’s Surgery

There are currently no updates on the relocation of the Doctor’s surgery.
Optio have had an increase in requests and therefore there is an urgent need
for more volunteer drivers or else they will have to start restricting numbers -
please contact Tina on 01983 522226 if you can help.

Environmental Officer

The Parish Council has engaged the services of an Environmental Officer to

tackle some of the low level and anti-social behaviours that can unfortunatel

blight our communit?/. The EO will be working at random times and days eac

\éveeﬁ ar|1.d has initially been asked to concentrate on fly-tipping, littering and
og fouling.

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

Council meetings are held at the Old School in New Road every 3rd Tuesday
of the month — details of these are available on our website as well as on our
noticeboard outside our office.

Chair’s Message — Cllr Barrie Hailstone
At our recent May Parish Council meeting my Councillor colleagues entrusted
me with the appointment of Chair of the Parish Council. | deem this to be an
honour to be so elected. | hereby promise the Residents of Wootton Bridge
that | will endeavour to do my utmost to ensure that my Councillor colleagues
and | will do our very best in providing a second-to-none service to you all.
| believe you all are aware we are holding once again the Party in the Park on
the 8th July after an absence of some time, mainly due to the Covid crisis.
Please join us in the festivities and we, the Parish Councillors, look forward
to meeting you all there. If anyone has any questions of us or is concerned
with any matter, please draw it to our attention and we will act accordingly. Of
course, as per previous advicec?iven you are always welcome to attend our
Parish Council Meetings on 3rd Tuesday of each month, except in August
when no meeting is held, to raise any matter of concern.
If anyone wishes to put themselves forward to help with the festivities, then
R/Ilease contact our Clerk - Liz Kingston and/or the Assistant Clerk, Lorna
orey, you will be most welcomed. Thank you and stay safe.

If you have any areas of concern, or want to report any incidents, please

either visit the Parish Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by phone (01983
884555) or email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

Liz Kingston — Clerk 8
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Smuggler Tales by Doreen Gazey

Learning about smuggling on the IOW has proved most interesting. If you happened to be a
descendant of one of the older families, your ancestors would inevitably have been smugglers.

It was potentially profitable, exciting, and, downright dangerous. A smuggling run was thoroughly
organised. The first step would be to find the money to pay for a ship and cargo. Given the potential
profits there was usually no problem with finding a patron. The less well off would possibly find the
cash to pay for just one tub of brandy, the quantities and numbers involved rising according to the
money available. The more well off members of the community, squire, farmer, or parson, found the
rest. This could be around £100 which in today’s money could be around £1000.

The profits could be much more. That is if you still had your cargo. Trips were planned for return on a
dark night when you were less likely to be spotted. If you were seen then cargo might have to be cut
loose and sunk, hopefully to be retrieved later.

A great deal of ingenuity was employed to conceal cargo once it was landed. In Wootton, one unlikely
hiding place was said to be the loft of the Methodist church. However, there was always the risk
someone could find the goods and make off with them. Sometimes the revenue men would be the
culprits unless they had already been bribed to turn a blind eye. This would be safer for them as any
smuggler finding his cargo missing would be likely to take revenge. As it was revenue men were likely
to be killed.

Once ashore, brandy would be adulterated with burnt sugar dissolved in water, making the eventual
profit as much as one hundred percent.

Apart from the risk of violence, you might be caught and arrested. Being an experienced sailor could
mean you would be pressed into the navy as Charlie Wheeler was, and sentenced to serve 5 years.
When his ship docked in South America, he and a mate deserted and set out to find their way back
to England only to be caught by an officer from his own ship. He had to serve the rest of his sentence
and, when he finally reached home, (he had been gone for over 7 years), discovered his wife and
family in the work house.

It was during the 19th Century that life boat stations were opened round the Island. As years passed
many of the smuggling families joined life boat crews and over the years saved a good many lives,
their sailing experience making them ideal crew members.

Smuggling was indeed a dangerous pursuit. In Binstead churchyard there is a memorial with a carved
sloop. Thomas Sivell was shot by the excise men who suspected him of smuggling. Naturally his
friends and family denied his guilt. The truth will probably never be known.

To the memory of Tho.S Sivell who was cruely fhot on board his floop by fome officers of the cuftom
of the Port of Portfmouth on the 15th of June 1785 at the Age of 64 Years leaving a difconfolate

Widow & family.
th
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Wordsearch - June ‘23 Solution

( . 9 King Charles Il If you have any particular

The B"dge v » o areas of concern, or want to
s St I report any incidents, please
is delivered free p——— T either visit the Parish Office

o
m
-
Q
=

in Brannon Way, or contact

to over 1,750 homes and

. . e us by phone or email
businesses in Wootton A1 ol R
Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ M P I A - Telephone:
the Septemher 2023 issue will be e o et W o 01983 884555
available to pick up from the Churches | ~rosor T ScoTTARD Ermail
HARRY ENVIRONMENT  ELIZABETH mail:
on SATURDAY 26th August 2023 Eigg@sguuw %ggﬁg‘*w \(L,’JE(:Z;L clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
4 8 9 6 Fill in the grid with digits in
such a manner that every row,
every column and every 3x3
6 5 box accommodates the digits

1-9, without repeating any.

Quotes for Summer

O WWON
N W O AN O

O O, ~

“Smell the sea, and feel the sky.
Let your soul and spirit fly.”
Van Morrison

“Shall | compare thee to a sum-
mer’s day? Thou art more lovely
and more temperate.”
William Shakespeare

3 6
3
917

“A little bit of summer is what the
whole year is all about.”
John Mayer

Any article published in ‘THE BRIDGF The publisher does not necessarily hold
The Bridge is copyright and may Copy deadline date: the same views as those expressed by
not be used without the author’s FRIDAY 11th AUGUST 2023 contributors and reserves the right to

permission. (12 noon) for SEPTEMBER 2023 refuse or alter material.
ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH All queries concerning
Churchwardens: Ann Capps and Mary Peters The Bridge magazine
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact us at: please telephone

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880 David Bennison on
(we will respond as soon as we can)
Published by St Edmund’s and St Mark’s Church and produced by members of 882783 or the
The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900 Churchwardens.

E-mail Addresses

Send your advertisements for inclusion Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments

in ‘The Bridge’ to: about ‘The Bridge’ to:
bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk thebridge@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk
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