
Ashes and Valentines

FEBRUARY 2024

For February services, please see Page 3

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to
Christ.” With those uncompromising words, the priest marks the forehead of each member of the
congregation with ash made by burning some of the Palm Crosses from the previous year. It is Ash
Wednesday, and the Church is once again beginning the cycle of reflection, prayer, grieving and cel-
ebration which is Lent, Holy Week and Easter. For those of us who participate, it is, despite the hard
message, a solemn and uplifting moment, especially in St Edmund’s Church, where Ash Wednesday
has been marked for almost a thousand years.
This year, Ash Wednesday is on February 14th, yes, Valentine’s Day. Far more people will be thinking
about greetings cards and possibly a meal out than about using the season of Lent to reflect on a
world that could certainly do with a lot of reflective healing. And, as saints go, Valentine, a third cen-
tury Roman martyr, is pretty obscure. There is even some confusion as to how many Saints Valentine
there actually were, and the Roman Catholic church has downgraded his status, so that his name no
longer appears in the main calendar of saints’ days (though he is still recognised as a saint). How
he came to be associated with courtly and, later, romantic love is also a bit of a mystery. He is the
patron saint of beekeepers and epileptics, as well as of lovers. Obscure and downgraded he might
be, but he clearly keeps himself busy.
Of course, Valentine’s Day is no longer really about Valentine. And to the extent that it is about fos-
tering, promoting and remembering loving relationships, it has to be a good thing. It is also, of
course, a commercial opportunity at a time of year when business can be a bit slack. But, perhaps,
when we are asked to express a positive view of close relationships, we should set our cynicism
aside, and allow Valentines Day to give us some inner warmth in the continuing winter cold.
Surprising as it may seem, there is a real connection between Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day.
Both respond in their own way to Jesus’ great commandment, “Love God, and your neighbour as
yourself”. Whatever our religious beliefs may be, that commandment is always worth reflecting on.

David Bennison
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No matter what age we are or the experiences we have had in life,
each and every one of us learns in different ways using different
styles. Recent research supports the need for young children to have
practical hands-on activities which enable them to use their senses
to learn. Also, being able to rehearse and practice new skills, children
are able to retrieve prior learning and understanding to develop their

skills and knowledge further. At Wootton Primary we work hard to ensure that our learning
journey enables children to retrieve prior lessons to enable them to deepen their knowledge
across a range of skills 

A recent example of this was with our Year 2 class. In Science, the children are working hard to be able to
describe the basic needs of animals for survival, describing the importance of exercise, diet and hygiene for
humans and considering the basic needs of animals, plus additional needs for health and wellbeing. They are
also going to investigate simple differences between living and non-living things, and notice that animals have
offspring which grow into adults, showing an understanding of the human life-cycle.

The class were so fortunate to have a visit from the Wildlife animal sanctuary who gave a talk about the white-
tailed sea eagles. The children were so engaged in the learning, asked some fantastic questions drawing on
their prior knowledge, and have subsequently completed a range of activities to fully embed their learning with
really great outcomes. This has reaffirmed that it is so important that children are exposed to real life
experiences and we are so fortunate to be able to access the many resources we are lucky to have on the
Island.
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Bringing learning alive!

Mrs Jane Wilford
Headteacher
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Church Services in Wootton during February 2024
(Please be aware that all services of Holy Communion are subject to a priest being available to take the service)

Please feel free to wear a mask if you would are more comfortable with it and hand sanitiser is available.
We are now able to offer the St Mark’s Brunch service to everyone.

ST EDMUND’S

FEBRUARY
Sun 4th 0800 Holy Communion
Sun 11th 1700 Evensong
Wed 14th 0930 Holy Communion
Wed 21st 0930 Holy Communion
Sun 25th 1700 Evensong
Wed 28th 0930 Holy Communion

ST MARK’S

FEBRUARY
Sun 4th 0930 Brunch Service
Wed 7th 1115 Café Communion at St Mark’s *
Sun 11th 0930 Holy Communion and Explorers 
Sun 18th 0930 Morning Worship followed by the Big Mac Talk
Sun 25th 0930 Holy Communion

(*)  If you would like to come to Café Communion, please leave us a mes-
sage on the parish answerphone 301880 or 
email:  stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com.

There is a framed original watercolour on my living room wall. It is the portrait of a hen, one leg raised
as if she is intent on urgent business. The artist is Angela Hewitt of Angela Designs Ltd, based at
Padmore Lodge, East Cowes. I have enjoyed this picture since I bought it in 2003 at Aston Apple
Orchard, Freshwater.
Angela Hewitt  is successful and well known for her paintings of wildlife, domestic birds and farm ani-
mals. All her subjects have their own vibrant colours and a lively eye.
She is also founder of Naturezones, a reservation open to the public at Blackwater which is supported
by the Heritage Lottery and her own investment. 
All this is evidence of her passion for conservation and education allied to her artistic skill and she was
awarded the BEM medal in 2023 for this.

From earliest times, mankind appears to have been bent on decorating his own dwelling: witness the
cave drawings discovered in Lascaux, Dordogne Department, France in 1940, dated 2.5 million years
ago (the Palaeolithic period). Since the discovery of these cave drawings with the outlines of huge ani-
mals in colour using charcoal and red ochre they have needed protection from mould brought on by
lights, air conditioning and the breath from thousands of visitors. A replica of The Great Hall of Bulls was
opened in 1983. Since the discovery there has been ongoing intense discussion by scientists debating
the best route for conservation in ambient conditions.

In our own domain we could have an imaginary scenario on a farm: In the byre pictures of Highland
Cattle knee deep in a Scottish river and a still life with fruit inside the stye.

(https://www.angelahewittdesigns.co.uk)

Angela Hewitt (BEM)
(Local watercolour artist and designer)

by Yvonne Gilbert
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This third instalment of George’s own account of his life begins when he left his first parish in
Taunton, and returned to the Isle of Wight as the Vicar of St. John’s Sandown.

With the invitation to go to St. John’s,
Sandown in July 1963 with the man-

date to raise the ecclesiastical temperature,
with Sung Communion and vestments, etc.
to balance the local Evangelical parish
church, he found similar challenges to Holy
Trinity.
The church needed a complete face-lift,
which the parishioners did themselves, erect-
ing a west porch on which to place the fine
Father Willis organ, building an adjoining
hall, and after its destruction by fire, ensuring
that the Church School should be retained.
St. John’s is a handsome building, praised
ecstatically by John Betjeman and just as
everything was running smoothly and
George thought he would spend some years

there, the summons came from the Bishop of Portsmouth to go to Wootton, where the village was
scheduled to grow in size and had stagnated after a 30 year tenure by the previous Rector.
Understandably, he was very reluctant to move from Sandown and only did so under pressure
from the Bishop and George was inducted there as Rector in January 1969.
Here again, there was building to do, a new large hall was built, St. Mark’s, an Edwardian daugh-
ter church, having been closed for 25 years, was re-opened to provide for the anticipated
increased congregations. A weekly Parish Communion, with priestly vestments, servers and a
larger choir, consisting of boys and adults, was established soon after George’s arrival that flour-
ished, and the numbers out-grew the first pews that were purchased from Cowes Congregational
Church, replaced with longer ones from St. Andrew’s, Freshwater.
An organ was purchased from the closed Ventnor TB Hospital, which George and helpers re-
erected in St. Mark’s.
St. Edmund’s, the parish church was upgraded with a small meeting room, toilets and kitchen,
making a compact unit.
From 1967 until 1977 George had not only been Editor of the re-vamped Diocesan monthly
Newsletter, but because of production costs, he installed a complete printing plant, so that he
could print the 27,500 copies each month, which Hazel his wife packed for individual parishes
and her father, Mr. Russell did all the billing and accountancy. (In contrast, The “Pompey Chimes”
published only some 8,000 copies). He resigned when there were murmurings in some quarters
at his editorial style that had ruffled some feathers and being unable to encourage the then
Bishop to write articles suitable for the diverse readers through the Diocese, he resigned from
that task.
Under such pressure, George found that he was suffering from stress and depression and was
advised to resign, at the early age of 63.

So have we reached the end of George’s productive, and sometimes controversial, career in the
Church? You can find out in the final instalment, to be published next month.

[to be continued]

George Rayner, Founder of The Bridge

Revd. Canon George Rayner



KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES. BINSTEAD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAYS AT 11.20am AND WHIPPING-
HAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm, 1.30pm, 4pm. AND FRIDAYS AT 10.10am at
ARRETON VILLAGE HALL. Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance. CON-
TACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES. SANDOWN BROADWAY CENTRE ON MONDAYS AT 4.15pm AND
WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2.45pm. A gentle movement program to calm and relax the body that
is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated or standing. CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

BREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHRONIC LUNG CONDI-
TIONS. MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO 4PM.
FOR FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://BREATHEEASYIOW.ORG OR CONTACT: ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASSES AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON
FRIDAYS AT 11.15am, 12.25pm and 2pm SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANYONE LIVING WITH PARKINSONS. FOR
FURTHER INFO CONTACT ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

Elephant Club
A social group for people living with memory loss and for others just wanting an afternoon of good company…..and cake. If
someone you care for has memory problems, the ELEPHANT CLUB will be meeting at St Mark’s Church between 2-4pm sec-
ond Thursday of each month. If you would like good company and laughter, and to exercise “the little grey cells” whilst eating
cake, do come and join us. We would love to see you. Each month's programme is different so we hope there will be something
for everyone to enjoy.  Next session: February 8th.
Stay & Play @ St Mark’s Church
Looking for somewhere to take your young child on Thursday mornings? St Mark’s is extending its former Little Lions club to
all children (with their carers) eight years & under. The sessions will run from 9.15 – 11.30 and include some themed activities.
There is no charge. (A small donation would be very welcome but is not expected). Next sessions: February 8th, 22nd & 29th. Free
toast and a snack available to all, and free tea/coffee for adults. We hope to see you there! If you have any queries please email wel-
come.stmarks@gmail.com

WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODISTS
Every Monday Morning 10.am till 12 noon. Come and enjoy coffee and chat at Wootton Methodist Church from 10am-12
noon every Monday until further notice. Everyone welcome.

Whitgar Morris, meet in the coffee lounge at St Mark's on Tuesdays 7:30pm - 9:30pm. New members, dancers or musicians
welcome. For further details ring 880118.

Mark's Brothers Breakfast/Brunch Gathering
This group now meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10.30am - 12 noon in St Mark's coffee lounge. The oppor-
tunity for the men of the village who would like to sort the world to rights over just a coffee (if you’re not a fan of bacon) or include
the bacon butty too. Please let Harry Kirby know if you will be attending. A small, voluntary, contribution towards costs always
appreciated. 07814809083 or harryskirby@btinternet.com" The group is very friendly and welcoming.

The “Crafty Ladies”
We meet on Wednesday afternoons at St Mark’s Church, Wootton, from 1.30pm ‘till 4pm.
We would like to welcome new members to our friendly group, who get together to enjoy a variety of different crafts, no expe-
rience necessary. Come in and join us for a natter and a coffee/tea as well. Age is no barrier!
It’s £5 a session, with the first one free.
Please call Jan on 882381 for more details

CREEKSIDE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (WI) - Everyone welcome at 7.15pm on the first Wednesday of each month (except
August) at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Wootton Bridge, IW, and see what we get up to. Visitors and new members
always welcome. Contact: Marlene Cassidy 01983 882718.

For Your Diary ... What’s On ...
February 2024 — The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton Adverts to pull out and keep 5

Creekside WI Activities for February 2024
February 14th - Members Main Meeting Speaker Alan
Jenkins on 'Radar'.(A revisit because he is so good).

February 18th - Visit to Shanklin Theatre

February 28th - Kurling with the Methodist Church.

Don’t forget our Book Club, Craft Club, Amble, Coffee
Chat and Bowling. 
Keeping you active in 2024.
The Monday games and chat in the Zoomiverse sessions
will be back when the weather closes in.



ROOFING
AND

BUILDING
Tel: Richard

(01983) 611422
Slates, Tiles and Flat Roofing - Lead
Flashings, Valleys and Bays, etc. -
Insurance Re-roofs and any size
repairs - General Building and

Contract Work
Mobile: 07971 815301

CIPHE
Chartered Institute of Plumbing

and Heating Engineering

(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPLETE BATHROOMS

and TILING
Telephone: 612611

Mobile: 07774 892712

Steven CHAPPLE

THE FAST FIT CENTRE with while you wait service
• TYRES • TYRE REPAIRS • SERVICING •

BRAKES • EXHAUSTS
• DIAGNOSTICS • WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
you with car repairs, servicing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
vehicle servicing and repair needs for a fantastic price!

01983 885 070
www.woottontyresltd.co.uk

UNIT 9, WOOTTON BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

D S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
— Established 1990 —

Free Estimates and Advice
For all electrical work in the

home and office. 
Prompt, reliable service

Mob: 07787 512800
e-mail: dses@hotmail.co.uk

www.dsesiw.co.uk

Lushington Hill Bodyshop
APPROVED
ACCIDENT

REPAIR CENTRE
Lushington Hill Bodyshop Ltd
Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge

Isle of Wight PO33 4RD
Tel 01983 885508
Fax 01983 884768

enquiries@lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk
www.lushingtonhillbodyshop.co.uk

PHIL MANSFIELD
Building Services

• EXTENSIONS • DRAINAGE
• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING
• EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE
• PATHS AND PATIOS • DRIVES

Mobile 07952 460269
Home/evenings  01983 615724
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houseproud !
‘ so lu t ions by Angela ’

quality cleaning & ironing services
help and support that works for you
(further assistance readily available)

Call 07912 432 835

Interested in joining our loyal
group of volunteer deliverers?

More details
from David
Bennison on
882783

The Bridge
is Wootton’s community magazine and 

it needs contributors!

Do you have a story to tell, a piece of local
history, or information about local activities?

If you do, we’d like to hear from you.

We can help you put together, and layout, your
articles; even if you “can’t write”, we can help.

If contributing to The Bridge is something
that interests you, contact:
David Bennison on 882783

Do you enjoy
singing?

St. Mark’s Church
Choir meets on

Thursday evening
6.30-7.30pm. We sing

inspiring and uplifting hymns and anthems. No
experience necessary.Our practices are for

preparing the choir to sing at church services and
occasional social performances.

Come along and give it a try.
Any questions please e-mail:

David: davidmcculloch1968@gmail.com

IVY HALL B&B
and Holiday Cottage

Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge
01983 884208

Wootton Bridge
Townswomen's Guild

We are at Methodist Church Station Road
every 3rd Friday of the month 2-4pm

Please join us or call
Pauline 01983 759350

PROFESSOR CLEAN & CLEARANCE
Local House Clearance experts. Whether it's a house,

rental, garage, garden, any items.
We specialise in hoarding issues and bereavement

clearance. We are a family run business that provides
an outstanding and professional service Islandwide.
Committed to environmentally responsible practice.

FULLY LICENSED - CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
Contact: 07376741576

01983 716464
Mobile: 0788 0784 906

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to

clean your home or office.
Local, friendly, reliable, insured
To   discuss  your  requirements  call  Julia

Safer Internet Day
6th Feb 2024

A day to help raise awareness of
online safety issues in your
home, school, workplace or
community, not just on Safer
Internet Day but all year round.
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-

internet-day-2024

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

- With you from start to finish -
41 High Street, Wootton

(next to Chemist)
• OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK •

www.williamsisleofwight.co.uk
sales@williamsisleofwight.co.uk

Tel: 01983 883333



GEOFF
LEATHER
Independent

Funeral Directors
24 HOUR SERVICE

— CHAPELS OF REST —
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
45 Upper St James Street,

Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1LG
Tel: 529090 (24-hr)

MEWS
STEVE

Single storey gutter cleaning.
Exterior painting including sheds,

fences and garage doors.
FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES

Please call 07908 213885
E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com

Garage
Doors IW

Your local specialists for . . . .

• IW 884600 •
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Garage Doors • Roller Doors
Remote control operators
Security Shutters & GRilles
— Same day Repair Service —

MIKE O’DELL
Painter & Decorator

30 years experience
Registered independent

tradesman
07398 113635 or
(01983) 409659

Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs
Electrical Work

Installations, Repairs, Inspection and Design
No Job too small

Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks, Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk

Mobile 077 1028 2950
Tel: (01983 529023

EVERY FRIDAY Al Anon
(family and friends of alcoholics)
meet in Wootton so if alcohol is, in
any way, affecting your life, this is

the safe place to talk. Your
anonymity is key to our success.
Further details Harry or Sally

on (01983) 638198). 
All conversations are
entirely confidential.

February 2024 — The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton Adverts to pull out and keep 7

GRANGE FARM
HOLIDAYS

Red Squirrel Lodge (Gold Award)
Self Catering Holidays (Wheelchair Friendly)

OPEN  ALL  YEAR
• 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 6
• Short Breaks Available

• Play Area & Accessible Garden & Grounds
(including wildflower meadows)

•Dog Friendly (limited to one dog please)
• Off Road Parking

Contact: Mrs Rosemarie Horne
Grange Farm, Staplers Road, Wootton.

Tel: (01983) 882147
Email: info@grange-farm-holidays.co.uk
Web: www.grange-farm-holidays.co.uk

Fancy keeping fit this year?
Then why not help deliver The Bridge

magazine here in Wootton.
If you wish to join our band of
volunteers, please contact David

Bennison on 882783.

ANNA CHAPLAIN
(Hilary Baldwin)

This is a person-centred ministry
of spiritual care for older people
of all faiths, cultures, spiritualities
and contexts, and for their
families and carers. The Anna
Chaplain also offers advocacy for
older people within church and
community, they work with
people living independently and within
residential and nursing homes. The work of the
Chaplain is defined by the wants and needs of
their individual parish and is adapted
accordingly.
For more information please contact Hilary by:

Tel: 07769588644
Email:annachaplain@cofeparishofwoottonbrid
ge.org.uk
Website:http://www.cofeparishofwoottonbridge.
org.uk/anna-chaplain/

Military Whist Drives 
Teams of 4 are welcome to the drives held in
the Methodist hall (parking in Station car park).
The next meetings will be on February 9th &
23rd, & March 8th & 22nd. £2.50 per person.

Contact Colin on 882588.

This space
could be yours!

Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

DON’T
FORGET . . .
Please tell our advertisers

that you saw them in

The
Bridge



Andrea
Mobile Hairdressing

Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in

your own home.
Please phone 612395

Pritchetts Way,
Rookley Industrial Estate,
Rookley, Ventnor PO38 3LT
01983 721426
www.huntforest.com

@huntforestgroup

Specialists in walk behind and ride on mowers - demon-
strations available upon request.

Full servicing and repairs available for all lawnmower
brands with an Islandwide collection and delivery service.

ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances
repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES, 
TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS, FRIDGES,

GHD’S, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc.
DYSON and HENRY specialist
Spare parts available and
delivered to your door!

Bags, belts, filters, hoses, motors, etc.

Call 883790
Mob: 07723 340454
E-mail: allanswootton@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience

GERVASE LAIGHT
PLUMBER
Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE
Tel: 01983 760544

Mobile: 07909 902004
DOMESTIC CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICES
PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT

FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES
PLEASE CALL ANGELA

07912 432835
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Wootton
Post Office

(Brannon Way)

Open on Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm

WOOTTON SCOUT HALL
FOR HIRE.

Hall including modern
kitchen, central heating, rear
garden etc. Reasonable rates.

Contact Peter on 883385 or
petefiow@uwclub.net for

bookings.

For fun, adventure and skills
for life, come and join

1st Wootton Scout Group
Reg. Charity 1005194

Beavers 6 – 8yrs Monday 6.15 - 7.30pm
Cubs 8 - 10½yrs Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm
Scouts 10½ - 14yrs Tuesday 6.30 - 8.30pm
Explorers 14 – 18yrs Thursday 7- 9pm

All sections open to boys and girls.
Adults welcome to train as Leaders.

Contact Ali on 07785 934644
for further details

TO OUR VALUED
ADVERTISERS

Thank you for your renewals, which have
enabled us to continue producing

The Bridge in 2024.

The Bridge
is Wootton’s community magazine

And it needs contributors!
Do you have a story of local interest to

tell?
Is there a piece of local history you

would like to share?
Do you want to publish information

about local activities?

If you do, we’d like to hear from
you.

We can help you put together and lay-
out your articles; 

even if you “can’t write”, we can help.

If contributing to The Bridge is
something that interests you, contact

David Bennison on 882783

EXTRACTA CLEANING
For all your cleaning requirements

Carpets & Upholstery - Sofa/Rug Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning - One off Deep Cleans

Hoarder Clean Ups - Environmental Cleans
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

28 Years Experience
Home: 01983 528720
Mobile: 07967531576

This space
could be yours!

Please contact:

bridgeads@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

IWUFT Wootton Bridge History Group
Meets on the first Friday each month in the Scout
Hut, Wootton Rec.Doors open 2pm. Talk at 2:30pm.
New members welcome. £4 per person, £3 to
IWUFT members, includes refreshments after.
Friday Feb 2nd "Newport: Saints , Sinners, and
Salty Sea Dogs" by Mark Earp. An amusing miscel-
lany of tales and anecdotes and little known history
of our County town.
Friday March 1st. "A History of Nursing" by John
and Sonja Drewry. Part powerpoint presentation,
part costumed drama, dont miss this!!
Not to be missed. All welcome.

 
  

 

THE WOOTTON
REPAIR SHOP

Call Tim on: 07939101207
timburman@tiscali.co.uk

www.woottonrepairshop.com

We are a workshop that specialises in repairs and
restorations of vehicle parts, antiques, toys, tools,
trophies, family treasures and more. It's always
worth a call to see if we can help bring your 

project or family antique back to life.
RESTORATION IS OUR PASSION

WELDING, BRAZING, SHOT BLASTING, POLISHING, 
SPRAY PAINTING, DENT REMOVAL, WIRING, VAPOUR BLASTING,
TURNING, DENT REMOVAL, ULTRASONIC CLEANING, FABRICATION

AND MORE

DON’T
FORGET . . .

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw them in

The  Bridge



WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)

Minister: Revd Frances Balham
Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced

Dear friends,
This morning the sun was streaming through my
office window, the sky clear and blue, and the air
still – it is still very cold though. As evening
approached on the same day, I had a flutter of
excitement when I realised that the nights are
‘pulling out’. It creeps up on me unexpectedly
each year. The winter has brought extremes and
contrasts of weather - alongside this, are the
extremes and contrasts life brings to us, we
never can tell what surprises life will bring our
way from one day to the next.  
Often, when we look back over our lives and
remember moments of happiness, and life
changing events, we realise that they have come
at unexpected and unplanned times. I remember
once being given a card by a friend and inside it
was written the following verse.

“when you go chasing butterflies, they
constantly elude you, and then when you turn

your back, they come and gently land
on your shoulder.”

We can spend so much time and energy looking
for and chasing happiness, when often it’s right 

where we are but we
just haven’t had
enough time to stop
and notice it. 
The ‘green cross
code’ told us to ‘stop,
look and listen’ - per-
haps we should use
this code – not just
for crossing the road – but to look for our bless-
ings, and then count them - both great and small.

Frances
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Minister’s Message

Preachers for February

4th February Covenant F. Balham
11th February Church Worship Short and

Snappy
18th February R. Felton
25th February A. Geddes

Grateful thanks for those who purchasedthe 2024 Wootton Calendar. Apart from afew I used as gifts, I was sold out. Someended up a long way from Wootton, theUSA and Canada for instance. One year Irecall Africa was included. Thanks tothose who enabled me to donate extra tothe St Edmund’s Building Trust. Thanks also to those who supported theCarol concert in December, successful,despite the cold weather. We plan to stageanother concert in March in aid of theTrust, so watch out for announcements.  If anyone has any requests, for instance alarge size copy of  one of the images, pleaselet me know and I will see what I can do.Thank you Doreen Gazey
(already considering the 2025 calendar)

SO
LD

   
OU

T



PARISH COUNCIL
information

Meetings:
Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at

7pm in The Old School, New Road
- details at HIC, on village 

noticeboards and on website.

Parish Councillors:
Barry Abraham 
John Ward
Trish Evans
Vacancy

Barrie Hailstone, Chair
Vacancy

Linda Pitcher, V.Chair
Lee Lemon
Vacancy
Ian Yeo

Liz Kingston, Clerk
Lorna Morey, Assistant Clerk

All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.

Office opening times:-
PARISH COUNCIL

Mon. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm; 
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

BEAT OFFICER
First Tuesday in month

10am-12 noon or messages can be
left for the Police.

WOOTTON BRIDGE
PARISH COUNCIL

5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW

PO33 4NX
tel: 884555

email: clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk
website:

www.woottonbridge.org.uk
Full details of all facilities available
at the HIC can be obtained from the

Parish Clerk or on the website.

Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk – Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555.  Email clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk 
New IOW Councillor for Wootton Bridge, Sarah Redrup

Email  sarah.redrup@iow.gov.uk
Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page – please “like” – which
displays all the latest information and you are welcome to comment on any
topic.

Parish Councillor Vacancy
We now have two Parish Councillor vacancies which will be filled by co-
option at our February meeting. If anybody is interested, please can they
either email or phone the clerk? The closing date is February 13th 2024.

Community Speed Watch
We are looking into setting up a Speed Watch in the village. We are now
actively seeking people to help and run this. We currently have 5 volun-
teers and ideally need a few more plus a coordinator. If you are interested,
please contact us by either email, clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk, by phone
on 01983 884555, or pop into the office.

Party in the Park
Next year’s Party in the Park will take place on Saturday 6th July 2024.
This is our annual afternoon fete and evening music picnic. It is very much
a village event and this year there will be lots of food and craft stalls, vari-
ous performances in the arena, an ice cream van and music.
If you would like a stall, then please contact the Clerk on 01983 884555 or
via the Wootton Bridge Parish Council Facebook page. To make the event
a success we are still in need of volunteers so if you can help in any way,
please let us know.

Spring Tidy Up
We are looking at this taking place on Saturday 20th April 2024 from 10am
– 1pm. All are welcome - you can either tidy round your own street or come
to the office where we will be coordinating the Clean-up and give you an
area to clean. Equipment is provided.

Meeting of the Parish Council 
Council meetings are held at the Old School in New Road every 3rd
Tuesday of the month – details of these are available on our website as
well as on our noticeboards.

Chair’s Message – Cllr Barrie Hailstone
May I, on behalf of the Parish Council, wish all our Residents a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.

It is with sadness that our village has lost one of our business
entrepreneur's Mr. Terry Thomas, of Terry's Fish & Chip Shop, who passed
from us, on the 19th December 2023. We offer our most sincere condo-
lences to his family and friends for their loss.

I can confirm that your Councillors are working hard for the village and are
always contactable if you have any specific problems. Of course, our
Clerks are also available 5 days a week from 9 am to 2 pm each day.

Covid and the Flu is once again amongst us, so please take all necessary
precautions to stay safe. To those who are fit and well please keep in mind
any elderly neighbour who may need assistance. Please help where you
can and let us know of any problems. We are here to help.

If you have any areas of concern, or want to report any incidents, please either visit the Parish
Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by phone (01983 884555) or email
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk

Liz Kingston – Clerk
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HOMEBRAY HOUSE, WOOTTON
by John Lea

John Lea has lived in Ryde since 1968 and in Wootton since 1991. He was Headmaster of the Junior School of Ryde School from 1968 1976. He was
educated at London University and was also a graduate of Trinity College of Music, London. He was the Organist of St. Edmund’s Church, Wootton in
1968 and of St. Mark’s, Wootton, from its consecration in 1970 before being appointed Director of Music at All Saints’ Church, Ryde. He has lived at
Homebray House since 2017.

At the beginning of October 2023, I attended a meeting
of the Wootton Parish Council. I was not unduly
surprised when at least three councillors asked me
where Homebray House was, as I have discovered that
many long-standing residents of Wootton have no idea
where it is, either. I must confess that when I lived in
Whitehead Crescent, I did not know. The name is
written in large letters on the wall adjacent to the
Wootton Car Park but people tend to look in the
direction of the shops.
Homebray (the House tag is never used by its
residents) was opened as a residential home for the
elderly. It is not a care home. The residents must be at
least 65 years and able to look after themselves. Mr.
Barry Field MP, the Island Liberal member, officially
opened Homebray on 20th. February 1988. In the foyer is a photograph of that occasion with the first
residents. One of them is still living here. At present the ages range from the sixties up to the ninety-plusses.
The flats are mainly one-bed, one lounge, kitchen and bathroom but there are a few two-bedroom apartments
for married couples. Many of the residents are widows and widowers. The number of ladies more than double
the menfolk but I have yet to hear any of the males grumble about that!
The main entrance stands in Brannon Way although the correct address is Mary Rose Avenue. That is
because originally the main entrance was in Mary Rose. Attempts have been made to rectify this but it is as it
stands. Homebray’s own car park is in Mary Rose and residents have keys to both. Visitors have to dial the
number of the flat they require and state who they are. The resident can then let them in or not as he or she
decides. Workmen have to gain entry by speaking to one of the managers. Paula is our main manager with
Claire as her assistant. They are responsible for the smooth running of Homebray and for the tight security. A
Guest Room can be booked for visiting friends and families. There are pull chords in every room and the fire
alarm system is tested every Thursday at midday.
Entertainment is mainly homemade. Coffee mornings, cream teas, Bingo etc. are organised by the residents.
We are fortunate in having a large lounge. Sometimes Island-based groups come to sing and play either free
or for a small fee. There are, of course, plenty of birthdays to celebrate or commiserate with, at which time it
is the norm for the birthday girl or boy to provide the cakes. The younger residents are very good at looking
after the more elderly, bringing tea and coffee in waiter-like fashion. There is a lift (well used) between the two
upper floors and basement. 
Homebray was originally a McCarthy & Stone enterprise, built on glebe land. The financial side was in the
hands of Peverel but later transferred to First Port. A few years ago, the Government started a Right to
Manage (RTM) scheme and two residents undertook the task of taking over the finances for the residents
themselves, resulting in reducing the reliance on those professional firms. Some flats are owner-occupied
while many rent them. Whichever is the case all residents pay a half-yearly amount to cover the electricity in
the communal areas, water, laundry (each floor has different allotted days) as well as cleaning and gardening
staff, professional accountant and the managers. The managers meet with elected residents, accountant and
other interested relatives to discuss the finances and other relevant matters.
Homebray is well situated and served, for day-to-day shopping in Wootton High Street, doctor’s surgery and
other amenities. The older residents do find crossing Brannon Way to the surgery a nightmare from speeding
traffic and some of the pavements on the Tesco side are a minefield too.
However, Homebray is a happy place and flats are highly sought after. They only come on the market when
a resident leaves. Williams Estate Agents (Wootton) and our managers deal with the selling or renting of the
apartments. Perhaps, if you are living on your own and your present house and garden are becoming a
burden, you might find it worthwhile making an enquiry. You will find a warm welcome and enjoyment living
with the like-minded company at Homebray House.
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Fill in the grid with digits in
such a manner that every row,
every column and every 3x3
box accommodates the digits

1-9, without repeating any.
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Solution - Dec/Jan Wordsearch


