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Another fine mess"

As | write this, we are still in "no mow May" For the past couple of years, and again this year, we are leaving
a large part of the grass in our garden (which has never justified being called a "lawn") to grow long, as an
encouragement to wildlife. As a result we have had many more butterflies and other insects, as well as birds
such as goldfinches, visit the garden than when we mowed the whole area.

Mow this isn't about "re-wilding” (whatever that may be). Nor is it just an excuse for not cutting the grass; we
still have to mow the bit we keep short. And it certainly isn't a plan to let the garden just do its own thing. If
we did that, we'd actually reduce the diversity, as the brambles and bindweed would take over in no time.
It's just our attempt to make a bit more space for the wildlife who are our neighbours too.

Among the many TV programmes celebrating Sir David Attenborough's 100th birthday, there has been a
series documenting the wildlife in some truly beautiful gardens, all over the UK. What | found most
fascinating about the series was the way in which even owners who had gone to great lengths to attract the
wildlife into their gardens were still unaware of much of what was happening, in some cases above their
heads or below their feet. We cannot hope to emulate much of what they have done. But many of us can
find places in our gardens where a less thorough use of mower and shears will encourage the wildlife. Of
course that precept does not apply to bindweed, bramble, mares tail and the like. In our garden, those are
pulled up, regardless.

Interestingly, | find that this slightly messier approach to gardening does not always sit well with those visiting
friends who were brought up in the Percy Thrower school of manicured lawns, bedding plants and tidy
herbaceous borders. | hope that they have been watching Sir David's programmes, that new light has |
dawned, and that they stop asking me when | am going to cut the rest of my grass.

Of course, any article on Page 1 of The Bridge must have a mention of that Jesus guy we annoying
Christians insist on talking about. One of his two big laws is "love your neighbour as yourself”. | guess that
this law applies in the garden as well. Even when my neighbour is a beetle.

David Bennison
F.S. What about slugs? Just don't ask ...

For June services, please see Page 3
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Using Our Locality

Our children are fortunate to have wonderful school grounds
which we endeavour to use as much as we can to bring
learning alive to our classes. However, we seek to expose the
children to the many different ‘gems’ in our local area that they may not have
experienced before and over the last term we have used two different venues to
enhance the children’s leamning experiences.

Afew weeks ago our Year 4 children dressed up as evacuees to spend the day at Havenstreet railway
to consolidate their World War 2 topic. Every child really looked the part with their homemade gas
masks and paperbag sandwiches. They walked from school to the station in Wootton to catch the train
and spent the day at the railway. One child said it was the ‘best day of their school life’ which is so
good to hear.

Another class had a visit to St Edmunds Church to enhance their learning about religious buildings
and enjoyed a talk delivered by Harry Kirby. The children were really fascinated by the beautiful
stained glass windows and asked some really thoughtful questions.

Several of our children attend our alternative provision in the afternoon and they took a walk around
Wootton Rec to see the different trees and plant life. They were however saddened at the amount of
rubbish they saw on their journey.

So it is with events like this that we realise just how lucky our Wootton school children are to have

Mrs Jane Wilford
Headteacher

their experiences at school on their doorstep and the wonderful area our school is in.

Havenstreet Evacuation

Havenstreet Evacuation

N
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5t Edmund's Guided Tour
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St Edmund's Guided Tour

Friends of St Edmund’s Open Day
“A date for your diary” - Saturday 18th July from 12noon

The Open Day is back again this year as a special event
to raise funds for the upkeep of our nearly 1000 year old
St Edmund's Church. This year it will have its
Quinguennial (every five years) inspection by an architect
qualified in the particular care of listed buildings. The
Building Trust raises funds to help remedy any identified
problems.

This year the theme of the event is “Caring for Nature &
the Environment” and it is anticipated that we will have
displays and representation from the Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust (HM/WT) and the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds (RSPB).The hope is that this will be
a community event, involving Scouts, Guides and
Brownies who have been invited to show the content of
their proficiency programmes in ‘Conservation and the
Environment'. The artwork by pupils at Wootton Primary
school was enjoyed at the Open Day last year, and the
pupils have been invited to take part again.

There will be a video display of interesting plant and
wildlife pictures, taken by various local photographers and
one video showing the repair and re-hanging of the
Church bell in 2001.

Refreshments will be served f vt ey,
throughout the event and the day will | s edmund's chureh
end at 4.15pm with readings, music cCelebration Open Day
and poetry by both local and famous s e 2w s
writers. it e
Please come and enjoy this event to =

support the young people and all the
volunteers involved and visit St
Edmund's Church on Saturday 18th °
July. :

If you would like to help on the day, please contact us on
the following email address —
churchwarden@cofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk .

If you are unable to do this please just come to St
Edmunds on the day, any help you can give would be very
much appreciated. We will be setting up from 9.30am.
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For Your Diary ... What’s On Extra ...

{see more events on Page 5)

Fun, local. physiotherapist-led, Pilates based movement and balance classes. Wednesdays 4.30-5.25 or
5.30-6.25, St Marks Church Coffee Lounge. Flexible terms: no need to pay ahead - you only pay for the classes you attend.
For more information and spaces contact Anna on agphysio@outlook.com

Buzzy-Bean Café Tuesdays & Thursdays 11am-3pm with a low-cost menu, 1st regular drink free! MoJo Yoga with Jo
Mondays 6pm-7:15pm £10 per class. Sarah's Crafty Café Tuesdays 10am-11:45am £3. Paracise with Helen Tuesdays
12:30pm-1:15pm £5 for 1st class, £9 PAY G or £28 for month. Afternoon Quiz Tuesdays 1:30pm free. Pilates with Alison
Wednesdays 5:30pm-6:15pm £8 per class. Heartcare Wight Cardiac Eehab Wednesdays 6:30pm-7:30pm £7 per session
! GP referral only. Move & Stretch with Suki Thursdays 11am-12pm free/donations. Knit & Knatter with Kate Thursdays
1pm-3pm instructor available 2nd / 3rd Thu of month free/donations, donations of wool/knitting needles will be gratefully
welcomed. Adults Tap Dance Class with Suki Thursdays 2pm-3pm £8.50 per class. Barre Concept IOW with Laura
Thursdays 6pm-7pm (Seniors) or 7:15pm-8:15pm (All) £10 per class. Wootton History Group 1st Friday of month doors
open at 2pm for 2:30pm-3:30pm £4 per talk. Wootton Crafters 2nd & 4th Sat of month 10am-d4pm £7 per session.
Are you a community group or activity looking to hire a venue? — complete our booking request form via
www.theoldschoolcentre.org to enquire.

Ali's Fitness Fusion - Thursdays at Wootton Bridge Community Centre - 5.30pm is Rockbox Fitness (A stress busting,
therapy session. Punch, kick, and smash sticks to classic and modern rock tunes, 6.30pm is Fitsteps (Strictly Inspired
Dance Fitness Class). Classes also at Binstead Community Centre on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Contact ali_ontheislandi@yahoo.co_uk or www alisfinessfusioniow.com

Short Mat Bowls - Every Tuesday in the Wootton Community Centre at 10am. Itis £5 per session to include tea & biscuits
and finishes about 12.30. Please contact Colin on 882588.

“Sounds Lively” - Hello all of you singers. We are a mixed singing group, and always open for new members. QOur choir
leader is a talented musician and we sing in a range of musical styles: Traditional, folk, and international songs, and always
focus on harmony. There are no auditions or a need to read music. Although we do take our music serously we have fun
too. We are: A friendly bunch and stop mid-session for tea/coffee. Where: Newport Scout Hall, Woodbine Close, Newport.
When: Wednesdays 10:30am — 12:30pm. Cost £5 per session (term time only).

Contact: Alison 07731 933 286.

LOOSE HEADSTONES

There are four headstones in St Edmund's graveyard iy
which have become very loose, and three of them have
had to be laid flat for safety reasons.
The headstones affected could all be secured back
in place relatively simply, and relate to the following =S =
people: Z

PRAYERS

Prince of Peace, in a world filled with turmoil, grant us the
tranquility that only your peace can bring. Help us to be
instruments of reconciliation and harmony in our
relationships and communities.

MAY McGILL (Died 1980) Amen

HELEN FISHWICK (Died 1983)
PETER PROCTOR (Died 1985)

WILFRED BIRKBECK (Died 1988) Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in

If you are a relative/descendant of one of the above-named would
you please let the churchwardens know what you intend to have
done. The churchwardens may be contacted by email at
churchwarden@cofeparishofwoottonbridge .org.uk

Flease be aware that f no action is taken the Parochial Church
Council will be obliged to have the headstones laid down, with the
inscription underneath to avoid weathering. Thank you.

times of uncertainty and distress.

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all
who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen

Wed 3md 11.15am Café Communion Service at St Mark's

Sun Tth Bam Holy Communion Service at St Edmund's
9.30am Sunday Brunch at St Mark's

Wed 10th 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St Edmund’s

Sun 14th 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St Mark's
€.30pm Evensong at St Edmund’s

Wed 17th 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St Edmund's

Church Services in Wootton during June 2026

Sun 21st 9.30am Morning Worship at St Mark's
Wed 24th 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St Edmund's
Sun 28th 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mark's

6.30pm Evensong at St Edmund's

Al welcome b
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Time for a RANT!

Yesterday | watched a small child have a complete
meltdown outside Tesco Express. His wonderful
parent just knelt and held him whilst all the anger and
frustration poured out of him and | thought "why can't
| scream, shout and kick out at everything too?"
(There's a sermon in there.) Can you tell | have had a
bad week?

For quite a while now technology that ordinary people
have to use has been getting more and more complex
and it has got to the point where | find myself
completely bewildered by it and panicking before |
have to face whatever challenge some organisation
has decided that | must now do. | have managed to
get on top of the extra layer of banking security but |
need to have both the computer and the phone to
hand to manage it. Today | needed to get into an ISA
account but | didn't receive the access code — why not
| ask myself? It seems ‘they' were verifying ‘my trusted
device' but they hadn't told me what they were doing!!
Why do | have to work out these problems because
they are too lazy to communicate and when they do
communicate, why is it always in language that | don't
understand?

| was once asked to click on the 'hamburger' icon but
it looked more like a sandwich to me. Why not put a
labelled button — | was looking for the log out button.

| am definitely an ‘unappy’ person — | refuse to use
apps on a telephone because the screen is too small
fo be able to read easily and there are just too many
opportunities to push the wrong button and then how
do you go back to sort it out? But every day | receive
emails telling me to download an app to do something
that used to be so simple. Even my son-in-law, who
works in IT, says that technology has become over-
complicated and we need to go back to about 2005.

Two weeks ago | needed

my driving licence to ‘:? .
identify myself and | v
couldn't find it 3 =

anywhere. - 1

Then | discovered |
couldn't find my

/ ? ;'x’f/';
passport either. This
meant | had no means of

identifying myself to anyone! (I had needed

them both a few months ago to identify myself to get
MY money from an account). | turned out every
drawer in the house multiple times and started to
clean my way through all the rooms (not such a bad
thing) to try and find them. The search consumed my
every waking thought and, last Thursday, | asked the
members of the St Mark's Discussion Group to pray
that | would find them. Three hours later my husband
found them in a box file amongst his papers. | was
jubilant — | felt like the woman in the story told by
Jesus in the book of Luke, chapter 15, verses 8-10).
She had lost a coin (she only had 10) and she
searched high and low to find it. When she found the
coin she was so happy she told all her friends and had
a party!

| know there are ‘bad actors’ out there who are the
modern day equivalent of highway men and | know
that all this security is the institutions' way of keeping
us (or more probably them) safe but could they please
test out their wonderful schemes first on the
generation that didn't grow up with computers!

Thank you for reading this — | feel better now!

Name withheld for security reasons! [

BBC’s Pilgrimage Series

We have spent some wonderful hours recently watching the BBC's
Pilgrimage series. We were first drawn to it as we plan to visit Holy Island
during a future holiday in Northumberland. The 'Road to Holy Island' is the
eighth in this series and we have now watched all previous seven episodes.

The long-running documentary series brings together celebrities from
different walks of life and belief systems to embark on historical pilgrim routes.

The group (a different set each time) trek though some of Britain's or Europe's well established religious routes.
Each participant brings a unique perspective, from practising faith to atheism, making the journey an occasion
for interfaith discussion and self-reflection. There is humour as well as serious questioning throughout the
journeys. Their conversations have been very thought-provoking for them as a group and for us as viewers.

We can highly recommend this series which can be found on BEC iPlayer. You can also access details of
pilgrimages here in the UK by visiting www britishpilgrimage.org website. If you choose to try one of these
please let us know.

Sue and Steve Beynon [
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For Your Diary ... What’s On ...

{see more events on Page 3)

KEEP ACTIVE MOVE MORE CLASSES WHIPPINGHAM VILLAGE HALL ON WEDMESDAYS AT 9.45am, 11am, 1.30pm,
4pm. AND FRIDAY'S AT 10.10am at ARRETON VILLAGE HALL. At Bembridge Steyne Park Hall now on Tuesday mornings at
9.15am and 10.20am. Go at your own pace exercise program to help improve strength, stamina and balance.
KEEP ACTIVE RELAX MORE (K.A.R.M.) CLASSES SANDOWN EROADWAY CENTRE OM MONDAY S AT 4.15pm. A gentle
movement program to calm and relax the body that is easy to learn and based on Tai Chi principles and can be done seated
or standing.
EREATHE EASY ISLE OF WIGHT SUPPORT GROUP FOR ISLANDERS LIVING WITH CHROMIC LUNG CONDITIONS.
MEETINGS HELD AT ARRETOM VILLAGE HALL ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 2PM TO 4FM. FOR
FURTHER INFO GO TO HTTPS://EREATHEEASYIOW.ORG.
PARKINSONS UK ISLE OF WIGHT HAVE REGULAR WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASSES AT ARRETON VILLAGE HALL ON
FRIDAY S AT 11.15am, 12.25pm and 2pm SPECIFICALLY SUITED FOR ANY OME LIVING WITH PARKINSONS.
KEEP ACTIVE BETTER BALANCE From mid-April there will be a new class at Whippingham Community Centre at 12.15pm
on a Wednesday. Improve better balance and strength. Stay strong, steady and confident on your feet.

FOR FURTHER INFO OM ANY OF THE ABOVE CLASSES CONTACT ANDY SAVAGE 07779 616189

Elephant Club - A social group for people living with memory loss, their carers and friends, just wanting an afteroon of good

company....and cake. If someone you care fﬂr has memory probl the IE CLUB will be meeting at St Mark's
Church between 2-4pm on the second Thur N&l une has had to be cancelled). If you would
like good company and laughter, m grey cells” wh|lst eating cake, do come and join us. We would love
to see you. Each month's programme is dlﬁerent 50 we hnpe there will be something for everyone to enjoy. NO MEETING IN

JUMNE,

CA ME.C Wootton Together - The Living Well & Early Help Service has now launched its Wootton Together sessions under
the new name of C.AME.O WOOTTON TOGETHER held at the CHURCH CLOSE COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHURCH
CLOSE, WOOTTON PO33 4QD. Weekly sessions every Monday from 2pm - 4pm. Please come along for a cuppa and chat
with your neighbours and access information and guidance from a range of visiting organisations and support from the LWEH
team. For more information please see the Living Well & Early Help Service Facebook page, look out for the flyer being posted
to local addresses or check the noticeboard at the community centre. Free to attend, we really look forward to seeing you there.
Bring a friend if you can. Michelle 01983 240732,

WOOTTON BRIDGE COFFEE MORNING - This is held every Monday between 10.00 - 12.00 at Wootton Methodist Church
Hall. Come for coffee and a chat, we even have a cormer shop. Parking is available in the Steam Railway car park. Everyone
welcome.

Pilates and Yoga with Jo (Wootton Bridge Community Centre) - Various classes on Monday moming and Wednesday
morning/evening. More details from Jo at joannemunt@yahoo.co.uk, also on 07726215526

Mark's Brothers Breakfast/Brunch Gathering -This group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 10.30am - 12
noon in St Mark's coffee lounge. The opportunity for the men of the village who would like to sort the world to rights over just a
coffee (if you're not a fan of bacon) or include the bacon butty too. Please let Harry Kirby know if you will be attending. A small,
voluntary, contribution towards costs always appreciated. 07814808083 or harryskirby@ btinternet.com" The group is very
friendly and welcoming. Mext meeting Wednesday 10th June.

The “Crafty Ladies” - We meet on Wednesday afternocons at the Church Close Community Hall, Wootton, from 1.30pm ‘till
4pm. We would like to welcome new members to our friendly group, who get together to enjoy a variety of different crafts, no
experience necessary. Come in and join us for a natter and a coffee/tea as well. Age is no barrier!

It's now £3 a session, with the first one free. Please call Jan on 882381 for more details

Wootton Table Tennis Club - Friday momings at Brannon Way Community Centre, from 9.30-12.00. Cost: £3.00 per session
(first week is free). Equipment provided. Friendly group catering for all abilities. 07894169706. Just come and try it.

CREEKSIDE WOMEN'S INSTITUTE {WI) - A warm welcome awaits you on the second Wednesday of the month (except
August) at the Methodist Church Hall, Station Road, Wootton. We meet at 7.15pm. Come and see what we get up to & make
new friends. Visitors & new members are always welcome. Plenty of free parking in the Steam Railway Car Park opposite.
Come along & have some fun. Contact: Marlene 01983 685266.

Creekside WI Activities for June 24th - Kurling usually with a delicious meal.

13th - Ten Pin Bowling Another manth of fun packed events. Ladies why not come along

10th - A relaxing Member's Meeting i.e. Reflexology with Lisa. and meet new friends whilst having fun. Visitors are always very

12th - Dig out your fascinator it's Race Afternoon with posh welcome to join us at the Members Meeting starting at 7.15pm.
nibbles.

17th - Amble We are looking forward to welcoming all of you.

19th - Coffee morning somewhere beautiful. Lots to look forward lo. th
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GREEN CLEAN

Be green while we clean

Eco-friendly domestic cleaners, with our
own products & equipment, want to
clean your home or office.
Local, friendly, reliable, imsured

To discuss your requirements call Julia

01983 716464

Mobile: 0788 0784 906

ROOFING

AND

BUILDING
@ Tel: Richard
ot (01983) 611422

L R

Slates, Tiles & Flat Roofing - Lead
Fiashings, Valleys & Bays, elc. - Insurance
Re-roofs & any size repairs - Emergency
water ingress & plumbing. General Buiding
& Contract Work.

Mobile: 07971 815301

Steven CHAPPLE

(incorporating Paul Chapple Heating)

PLUMBING and HEATING

COMPLETE BATHROOMS
and TILING

Telephone: 612611
Mobile: 07774 892712 -

CIPHE -
safe

Chartansd Irsfitute of Plumbing
ard Hesfing Enginesring i

houseproud !

‘solutions by Angela’

guality cleaning & ironing services
pradical help and support that works for you
(further assisfance readly availzble)

Call 07912 432 835

Plumber /| Handyman

Taps, WCs, Basins, Sinks and
showers renewed and installed.

No job too small

Please call Mike
07710 085898

WOOTTON TYRES

THE IILE OF WIGHT'] PREMIER TYRE SPECIALIST

THE FAST AT CENTRE with while you wait s envica
* TYRES *» TYRE REPAIRS » SERVICING *
ERAKES » EXHAUSTS
* DIAGNOSTICS » WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Looking for professional car mechanics that can help
wou with car repairs, sericing, exhaust replacements
and more? Wootton Tyres can help you with all your
wehicle senacing and repair needs for a fantastc price!

01983 885 070
wwwwoottontyresitd.co.uk
UNIT 9, WOOTTOMN BUSINESS PARK,
WHITERAILS RD, WOOTTON PO33 4RH

W | williams

ISLE OF WIGHT

Tel: 01983 883333
LOCAL INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
- With you from start to finish -
41 High Street, Wootton
(next to Chemist)

* OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK -+
www.williamsisleofwightco.uk

sales@williamsisleofwight.co.uk

Do you enjoy
singing?

5t. Mark's Clunch
Choir meets on
Thursday evening
6.00-7.00pm. We sing
inspiring and uplifting lymns and anthems. Mo

Join the choir...
Vi Il Be Glad

Yiowa Thicd!

experience necessary.Our practices are for
preparing the choir to sing at church services and
occasional social performances.
Come along and give it a try
Any questions please e-mail:
David: drmel %682 2w mail.com

Wootton Bridge
Townswomen's Guild
We are at Methodist Church Station Road
every 3rd Friday of the month 2-4pm
Please join us or contact Lesley at
lesley@kitehillfarm. co.uk

* Electrical *
* Estimating *
* Services *

Available for all those electrical jobs,
Prompt reliable service,
Give Dean a Call Today

Mobile - 07787 512800
Email - dses@hotmail.co.uk

/B~ WIGHT PEST CONTROL

pEST Tha Izlands Trustad Pest Cantrel Experes
sl
= Sama-Day Or Nent-Day Service
* Fully Insured
* Over 16 Years Experience
* BPCA Lavel 3 Accredited

01883 645200
07488 985976

wenuisleofwightpestcontrol.co.uk

PROFESSOR CLEAN & CLEARANCE

Local House Clearance experts. Whether it's a house,
rental, garage, garden, any items.

We specialise in hoarding kmes and bereavement
clearance. We are a family run business that provides
an outstanding and professional service lsland wide.
Committed to environmentally responsible practice.
FULLY LICEMSED - CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Contact: 07376741576

TREE CARE
SERVICE

WING

The UK Cyber Security Centre continues to
wamed that we should all expect increased
cyber, scamming & phishing attacks. Don't
open unexpected emails or cick on
suspicious links, and keep devices updated.
Please remain vigilent!

IVY HALL B&B

and Holiday Cottage

Mill Square,
Wootton Bridge

01983 884208

Please let our advertisers know that you saw them in The Bridge
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EVERY FRIDAY Al Anon “ FOOTWORKS MOBILE H MIKE O’DELL

: (family and friends of alcoholics) 5 FOOT CARE -
: meet at 121 High Street, Newport, | Philip Southward PRFHC Painter & Decorator
: sa‘.'f‘afcahd is affecting your life, TREATMENTS INCL UDE: :
this is the safe place to talk. Your NAIL CUTTING, CORNS, CALLUS, 30 years experience
anonymity is key to our success. | CTETE L D NS Registered independent
ittt it et A 07541 900409 tradesman
on (01983) 638198). philip_southward@yahoo.co.uk
— 07398 113635 or
entirely confidential. (01933, 409659
MEWS
STEVE

D O N ¢ T Single storey gutter cleaning.
FO RG ET s Exterior painting including sheds,

fences and garage doors.
Please tell our advertisers FREE ESTIMATES — REASONABLE RATES ‘.;m, MER Servce
that you saw them in Please call 07908 213885 g B e e i
Th e E-mail: StevenMarkWarren938@gmail.com !.m'r::ru?m: fmm f

Adr Sieve Whiseharit and Ms Richard Llviers

Bridge

-~

e [ Golutions

. ' 4 f vy i Crystal Solutions Ltd
GE OFF St Edmu nd's C hurch Caters for all your Electrical and
Digital needs
hH Electrical Work
LEATHER C BIE bratl on 0 pEﬂ Day Installations, Bepairs, Inspection and Design
Mo Job too small
Independent Saturday 18" July 12 noon to 4.30pm Computer & Digital
Funeral Directors “Caring for Nature & the Environment® Set-up, ll{ww“uliﬂn:- N:‘le*rkw'- :i;“’- f‘nd‘:icc
i B : steve crystal-solutions-ltd.co.u
) TRVICE Displays from L Royal Society lof e Protection of Birds ]
24 HOUR SERVICE [REPB) Hampshire & Isin of Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT] Mobile 077 1028 2950
— OCHAPELS OF REST — Eco Church and other community organ isations. Tel: (01983 529023
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS it e e el o el it
45 Upper St James Street, the restoration and rehanging of the Church ball in 2001 ANNA CHAPLAIN
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1ILG Refreshinents will be served thraughout the event (Hilary Baldwin)
Tel: 529090 (24-hr) The day will close ol 4. 15pm with readings, mugic and This is a person-centred ministry
postry by Bodh local and famaus witars, of spiritual care for clder pecple
It wou wauld kR 10 help on the day, plaass cantact ue on; of all faiths, cultures, spiritualities
Email: churchwardeni@oofeparis hafwootionbridge. org.uk and contexts, and for their
Coimne alnng and join in with this apecial day! fam""}s al‘ld carers Thﬁ Anna
’ Gﬂrﬂgﬂ‘ Ib— 81 Echnusel's Church, Church Rowd, Wootlen PO 4PZ ’I Chaplain also offers advocacy for
Doors I'W oWy wao¥ "/ |older pecple within church and
Y. I | alists fo . Yy Fywv A community, they work with
ouriocal specialists ror.. . . - il pecple living independently and within
N residential and nursing homes. The work of the
GHI‘HEE Doors * Roller Doors Chaplain is defined by the wants and needs of
Remote control aperatars their individual parish and iz adapted
Security Shutters & GRilles B0 i - accordingly. _
— Same dﬁ_‘,r Repair Service — e EERIES For more information please contact Hilary by:
Tel: 07769588644
- Iw 884600 - SERVICING Email:annach aplaini@cofep arishofwoottonbrid
www.alspecialists.co.uk MOT ga.orguk _ _
BRAKES Website:http://www.cofe parishofwoottonbridge.
i i SUSPENSION org.ukianna-chaplain/
Fancy keeping fit this year? TYRES
Then why not help deliver The Bridge DIAGNOSIS Military Whist Drives
magazine here in Wootton. Teams of 4 are welcome to the drives held in
If you wish to join our band of COLLEGTION & DELIVERY (0% UKLY] AKD the Methodist hall (parking in Station car park).
volunteers, please contact David FRE-BOOKED COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE " The next meeting will be on June 5th & 19th
mison on 882 A and Jly 36, 171 8 315t £2.50 por person.
Bennison on 882783 S E R 3 Contact Colin on BB2588.

Please let our advertisers know that you saw them in The Bridge
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“Take Care of Your Body
wibl Steadfat Fidelity

# ALLAN’S
Domestic Appliances

'_ﬁ repaired and serviced

WASHING MACHINES, TUMBLE DRYERS, COOKERS,
GHI' S, WACUUM CLEANERS, eic.
Call 883790 Mob: 07723 340454

E-mail: allanswootton@gmail. com
Ower 25 years experience

NEEDS YOU!

Greaen fingared volunteers wanled ‘i help us
grow'. Are you a gardening enthusiastigroup on
an allatment waiting lisl wanting lo connect with
othars growing fowers or vagetables? We have
a greenhouse and raised bads to use for frea. In
tum your help will improve the area for all.

Community Spirited Q

Established in 2007, we dedicate our care and
support between Wootton and East Cowes. Our
professional carers are bocal too so0 we are never far
away from you if you need our help and support.

Here are zome of the services we offer:
*Parsonal care and medication
*Home help & support
*Outings - shopping, out for a drive, for lunch or
to appointments.

*We also care for loved ones whilst the main
carer has some respite.

We support people fving in care homes for

outings.

Creating Memories - Dementia daycare
Wednesdays 10-1pm
Now EREE with thanks to CS Cafe.
Please phone for a full information pack.

CQC registered - rated GOOD
Popinto Parkside Pavilion, Vectis Road, East Cowes,
PO32 6HN, fo meet some of the team 01883 286502,
W' . COmimu ity sipir fe d. com

& Andrea %
Mobile Hairdressing

Fully qualified and
experienced hairstyling in
your own home.

Please phone 612395

This space
could be yours!

Please contact:

fepanshofwootto nbridge .org. uk

This space
could be

yours!

Fiegase contact:
bridgeads{@cofeparishofwootton brdge.org. uk

Soies, Spores B Sarvice Ot your local Jonn Deere deoler

lsle of Wight
Errichetts Way, Bookley industriol Estate, Rookbey, Ventnor,
ke of 'Wighht PO3E ILT Tel: 01963 T21 426

Dpars Monday - Frdoy: Bom - 5pm. Saturdoy: Bom - TZpm

wrarw Funtforest.com - Imoll us ot infoBbuntforest.com

8 st B,

GERVASE LAIGHT
PLUMBER

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
General Plumbing Maintenance

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
— Free estimates —

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel: 01983 760544
Mobile: 07909 902004

DOMESTIC CLEANING

& IRONING SERVICES

PRACTICAL HELP & SUPPORT
FULLY INSURED. NO AGENCY FEES

PLEASE CALL ANGELA
07912 432835

For fun, adventure and skills
for life, come and join
1st Wootton Scout Group

Req. Charity 1005194

Beavers 6 = Byrs Monday 6.15 - 7.30pm
Cubs 8 - 10%yrs Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm
Scouts  10%: - 14yrs Tuesday 6.30 - B. 30pm
Explorers 14 = 18yrs Thursday 7- Spm

All sections open to boys and girs.
Adults welcome to train as Leaders.

Contact Rachael on 07593 700985
for further details

Solent Property Care
General mantenance services
and Carpentry
Specialist woodwork repair = fired
windows of doors?

Don't replace fem - repair fhem!

Bespoke wardrobes, cupboards, sheds & fences eic.
Call John Davey on 07402 516 745
solentpropertycare@gmail.com

fii

Solant Property Carg

EXTRACTA CLEANING
For all your cleaning requirements
Carpets & Upholktery - Sofa/Rug Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning - One off Deep Cleans
Hoarder Clean Ups - Environmental Cleans

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
28 Years Experience
Home: 01983 528720
Mobile: 07967531576

Wootton History Group

(previously known as WUFT Wootton Bridge History Group)
From the 1st May 2026 onward, we will be meeting on the first Friday of each month

islandrabbiti@ outlook.com

(except July & August) at the "The Ofd School”. New Road, Woofton. Cost is currently £4
per person which includes refreshments after. Doors open 2pm.

Fri June 5th 2:30pm ~ "The History of The Postal Service” ~ Arthur Reeder.
For further information, please contact Helen Williams, Group Leader on 882037 or email

All welcome

WOOTTON SCOUT HALL
FOR HIRE.

Hall meluding modem
kitchen, central heating, rear
garden ete. Reasonable rates.

Contact Peter on 883385 or
peteliow@uwclubnet for
bookmgs.

Please let our advertisers know that you saw them in The Bridge
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WOOTTON BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
(Station Road)
Minister: Rev Gina Hoff
Sunday Morning Service 10am
Evening Services as announced
Minister's Message

God's Acre
Caring for God's Acre is the conservation charity for Burial Grounds
across the UK Protecting Wildlife - Preserving Heritage - Involving
People Saturday 6th June to Sunday 14th June 2026
If you are interested in counting wildlife in your local churchyard or
cemetery — visit this page to learn how to get started and share your
records.

https /www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/churches-count-on-nature-fags/

Whootton Bridge
Methodist Church

‘Love your Burial Ground Week is a celebratory week which has been running for many
years. Caring for God's Acre has been encouraging all who help to look after churchyards, chapel yards and
cemeteries to celebrate these fantastic places in the lovely month of June —in any way you choose. We've seen
history talks, picnics, volunteering work parties and even abseiling teddy bears!' enquiries@cfga. org.uk.
As | was searching for inspiration about the article for the June edition, | found the above encouragement from
CGA, there are not many Methodist Churchyards, however there are many attached to Parish churches and
council owned ones. Often places of reflection and remembering, they can also be places of respite and a chance
to sit and enjoy the sounds and sights of the natural world. My Mother died in 2020 and is buried at Springwood
Woodland Cemetery, a beautiful place buzzing with insects and the call of birds. These places offer another
important space to count wildlife, so if you are interested you could do your own survey in a local cemetery or
churchyard. Connecting with the natural word is a profound way to recognise the creativity of God and the
immense value of nature. When you spend time outdoors, you often feel a sense of awe, peace, and closeness to
the Creator, especially if you are involved with recording and contributing to the record of all that resides in the local
resting place. "God of life, we praise you for the beauty of creation, its richness and variety and for the goodly
inheritance you offer us, from green downland to the deep salty seas, and for the abundant world we share with
your creation”.

Every blessing, Gina &

Check our website

~roreun rmenoswp || e
J AND FOOD. MEW RD | WOOTTON BRIDGE | IOW | PO33 4HX o
m gj-"m COME ALONG AND JOIN US.
WOOTTON BERIDGE A diverse timetable to join groups, activities & events |
TOWNSWOMEN'’S GUILD Visit our website at www.theoldschoolcentre.org
WE HOLD OUR MEETINGS ONM THE 3RD See 'For Your Diary’ in The Bridge or our wehsite for details
FRIDAY OF THE MONTH (not Aug).
START 2PM AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, Buzzy-Bean Café ﬂ:ﬁ
STATION ROAD. Tues & Thurs Mam-3pm hmm
FREE PARKING IN THE STEAM RAILWAY W m
CAR PARK
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET TOGETHER WITH Sign up - free membership & receive updates

A GROUP TO TRY NEW THINGS, FOR FRIENDSHIP AND
HAVE FUN, COME TO OUR NEXT MEETING.

Yo |

5 Scan the OR code for our
G

i short membership form

IF ¥OU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OONTACT LESLEY £ & or visit our wehsite &

lesley @kitehillfarm.co.uk hello@theoldschoolcentre.org | 01983 882820 Scan the QR cnder fFJr our bnuh’zmg
“nianze VeIt our sociol Medn or 4ehsite for updates or changes | TEOUEST form or visit our website
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PARISH COUNCIL

information
Meetings:
Meetings: usually third Tuesday in
every month (except August) at
7pm in The Old School, New Road

- details at HIC, on village
noticeboards and on website.

Parish Councillors:
Linda Pitcher, Chair
Sarah Redrup, V.Chair
John Roberts
Jane Allen
lan Yeo
Kim Massey
Lee Lemon
Jon Smith
Sophus Magill
Don Willsmer
Liz Kingston, Clerk
Lorna Morey, Assistant Clerk

All can be contacted at the HIC
on 884555.

Office opening times:-

PARISH COUNCIL
Mon. Closed;
Tues. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Wed. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Thurs. 9.00am-2.00pm;
Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm

BEAT OFFICER
Please see Facebook when the
Beat Officeris in the office or
messages can be left/passed on by
staff in the office.

WOOTTON BRIDGE

PARISH COUNCIL
5 Joanne's Walk, Brannon Way,
Wootton Bridge, Ryde, IW
PO33 4NX

tel: 884555
email: clerk@woottonbridgepec.gov.uk

website:
www.woottonbridge-pc.gov.uk
Full details of all faciliies available
at the HIC can be obtained from the
Parish Clerk or on the website.

g Wootton Bridge

The Church Parish Magazine of Wootton — June ‘26

Report from Liz Kingston, Clerk — Wootton Bridge Parish Council.
Telephone: 884555. Email: clerk@woottonbridge-pc.gov.uk
1OW Councillor for Wootton Bridge, Sarah Redrup

Email: sarah.redrup @iow.gov.uk
Wootton Bridge Parish Council has a Facebook page — please “like” — which
displays all the latest information and you are welcome to comment on any
topic.

Your New Elected Councillor

Congratulations to Tony Raffe, the newly elected councillor for Wootton
Bridge. We look forward to working closely with Tony to tackle resident's
concerns and how to improve the village.

A huge thank you to Councillor Sarah Redrup for all her hard work and
enthusiasm over the last few years. Sarah has been incredibly pro-active
and has set up Speed Watch, organised VE day and Party in the Park
activities as well as liaising with the council and residents over many
issues. We are thrilled Sarah will be staying on as a Parish Councillor and
will continue with Speed Watch

The Best Kept Village Awards

The Best Kept Village Awards commenced on 1st May 2026. The criteria
includes the amount of litter, the village notice board being up-to-date, and
the overall state of tidiness. Please help to do your bit by keeping Wootton
litter-free.

Big Tidy Up

Thank you so much for everyone who helped at our Big Tidy Up on 25th
Aprill We were lucky it was such a beautiful day. A huge thank you to PGL
Little Canada for their volunteers and Briddlesford Lodge Farm Shop for
very generously providing café vouchers.

Don't forget we have litter pickers and hoops in the office if anyone wants
to borrow them whilst on a walk.

Website

The website will shortly be updated to ensure it meets accessibility
requirements. The new Wootton Directory featuring clubs and activities
being held in the village can be found on there at hitps://woottonbridge-
pc.gov.uk/clubs-societies/.

Wildheart Sanctury

Get ready, get set... Run Wild!

Help us celebrate our 50th anniversary in style by signing up to our new 5K
fancy-dress fun run on Sunday, 5th July! Starting and finishing within the
grounds of the Wildheart Animal Sanctuary, and taking in some of the
Island’'s best beach views, Run Wild is the perfect opportunity to lace up,
dress up and let out your wild side! Every step will help us raise vital funds
fo support the incredible rescued animals in our care. So, join the
stampede and help make Run Wild a roaring success!

Register here - hitps://register.enthuse.com/ps/event' RunWild2026

New Office Hours

The Parish Office will no longer be open on Mondays. The new hours will
be Tuesday - Friday 9-2pm. Feel free to pop in with any concerns or
gueries you may have; we also offer a photocopying service and the pop-
up post office is available Wednesdays mornings too.

If you have any areas of concern, or want to report any incidents, please either visit the Parish
Office in Brannon Way, or contact us by phone (01983 BB4555)
or email clerki@woottonbridge-pc.gov.uk

Liz Kingston — Clerk  i¥g)
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Wootton Bridge

Townswomen’s Guild
7‘ (Who we are and what we do)

townswomen's guilds

The National Townswomen's Guild has been running for a good number of years and the Isle of Wight
Guilds have been a part of that. The Wootton Bridge Guild started in late 2022. The National TW.G.
is now a thing of the past, folding up last year and the Isle of Wight now run their own federation on
the Island.

Wootton Bridge Townswomen's Guild meet at Station Road Methodist Church every third Friday of the
month. We hold a Guild meeting that starts at 2 pm until 4 pm. Here at Wootton we are a small but
friendly group of women and run various things for our members which includes visiting speakers, a
monthly lunch club and entertainment, including cream teas and events such as Halloween, Easter
and Christmas parties.

We welcome new members to our club for a small annual fee to cover costs.

Please try us out. For more information contact lesley@kitehillfarm.co.uk or 883261. Kath Sutton —
Chairwoman.
(See our poster on Page 9)

Lesley Abraham W%

KEEP WOOTTON TIDY!

We pride ourselves in being a tourist island with good walking routes for our visitors. The footpath
between New Road & St Edmund’'s Walk is part of the network classed as the “Coastal Path”, as
advertised in tourist guides, and we regularly see walkers using it.
At the moment it isn't very welcoming either for visitors or the
= POLITE , ' . .
ENOTICE residents who use it regularly, espemtdlly disabled people who
vy saneoury s Nave to use a walker, due to dog fouling on the pathway plus
: the overgrown edges with brambles and branches reaching
into the path. There's litter thrown into the bushes and to make
PLEASE 1 it even worse some residents have been using it to dump their
AFTER YOUR PET == garden rubbish.
In the past the edges were trimmed regularly by a contractor for the
council but that doesn’'t seem to be happening anymore!

So please do your part - pick up after your dog, take your litter home and be a good neighbour by
taking your garden rubbish to the tip or have a garden bin then your garden waste will be taken away
for you and turned into compost. All good for the environment!

A Resident T

ST JAMES’ CHURCH EAST COWES

Calling all Jigsaw Puzzle Fans!

Could you be part of our Team
making up Jigsaws for our Jigsaw Puzzle Festival in August?
We will supply the jigsaws and boards.
We will deliver and collect.

For more information
please call us on 07779 018693
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Solution - May Sudoku

The Bridge' 539[2 16487

186|3 47|95 2

tooveri,750 homesand | 55 517 3 116 9 2

businesses in Wootton 91746 2|53 8

Note to ‘Bridge Deliverers’ 36 4|5 8 9|2 7 1
the June ‘26 issue will be available to

pick up from the Churches on FRIDAY 29811795346

26th June 2026 641189 3|725

/7 53|62 4|8 19

If you have any particular
areas of concern, or want to
report any incidents, please
either visit the Parish Office
in Brannon Way, or contact

us by phone or email

Telephone:
01983 884555

Email:
clerk@woottonbridge-pc.gov.uk

S| fof [3]7) [4]8
2] 170 1 15K |3]

1 1 121 Jof I
412] 3] | fsfof

181§ 1 J2f fif
1 13191 18} f2]
HEEOEEEEEE
o] J2] [3fsfsfo
oli] Is] Jof§3f |

Any article published in
The Bridge is copyright and may
not be used without the author’s
permission.

‘THE BRIDGFE
Copy deadline date:
TUESDAY 9th June 2026
(12 noon) for July/August 2026

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid with digits in
such a manner that every row,
every column and every 3x3
box accommodates the digits
1-9, without repeating any:.

FATHER'S DAY
Sunday June 21st

Thank you for all the little
things you do and the big ones
too.

I appreciate you more than
words can express.

You've taught me the ftrue
meaning of strength,
kindness, and love.

The publisher does not necessarlly hold

the szme views 2s thess axpressed by

contributors and ressrves the right to
refuse or abter material

ST EDMUND’S and ST MARK’S CHURCH
Churchwardens: Harry Kirby and Steve Beynon
(stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com)

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please cuntact us at:

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com or leave a message on 01983 301880

{we will respond as soon as we can)

Published by St Edmund's and St Mark's Church and produced by members of

All queries concerning
The Bridge magazine
please telephone
David Bennison on
882783, or the
Churchwardens.

The Bridge Magazine Group. Printed by Bishops Printers 023 9233 4900

E-mail Addresses

Send your advertisements for inclusion
in ‘The Bridge' to:

bridgeadsiicofeparishofwoottonbridge.org.uk

hitps /iwww.cofepanshofwoottonbridge.org.uk

Send your articles, news, diary dates and comments
about 'The Bridge' to:
thebridgeficofeparishofwoottonbridge. org.uk
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